
Scottish Bird News
THE QUARTERLY MAGAZINE OF THE SOC No 77 Sept. 2005

1Scottish Bird News 77  (September 2005)

Janet Crummy (Vice President) writes to
describe the above scene – one of many
memories during an SOC weekend by
minibuses to Mull with Highland Branch.

It was the Saturday evening – we had an
early dinner and decided to head out
along Loch na Keal, looking for otters…
very calm, with a glorious sunset.

We parked about halfway along, just
below Ben More. I walked down from the
roadside with the camera, watching the
seaweeds in the pools, the reflections of
Ben More and of course the sun setting.
Others were wandering among the rocks,
taking in the views. It was a magical scene
with Carol silhouetted against the sky…

Sometimes you have these special
experiences – spectacular backdrop, no
wind or midges, good company and a
great feeling of well-being. On the way

back to Glenforsa, as we approached the
woods in the dusk, a Woodcock circled
his territory and a Cuckoo flew across in
front of us. Then in a small clearing at the
side of the road, ten fallow deer were
quietly feeding – we had seen roe and red
deer earlier in the day, but this was a rare
sighting. It was certainly an evening I
won’t forget.

And on the famous Sea Eagles… At Loch
Fris, we followed the Forestry Commission
warden along a dirt track to the viewing
hide. There in the trees ahead was a nest
with the female sitting and the male in a
nearby tree. Wonderful… he flew off lazily
over the loch and along the other side till
he disappeared over a hill, his white tail
shining in the sunlight and those amazing
huge wings… We were rewarded with
superb views of the female stretching, then
flying off to the top of a fairly close pine
tree, preening, turning around and flying

Evening light at Loch na Keal.
(Janet Crummy)

back to the nest. She then fed the chicks –
the first had hatched only four days
before… And again at Loch na Keal, going
round under the cliffs to look for Golden
Eagles, we were rewarded with a single
bird being mobbed by two Ravens on the
top of the steep rise. We stopped for quite
a long time to watch this display, with the
eagle being mobbed most of the time but
just occasionally, the ravens being chased
away. Further round the cliffs, we could
see the Treshnish Isles, Staffa and Iona
with the monastery shining in the sun…

…the unique coloured houses at
Tobermory…that otter at Loch Don…
Wonderful moments in a great weekend !

Janet Crummy
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long as there are a few (at least three)
members active in an area. Members in
Moray may be organising such a group on
the back of the existing group organising the
new North East Scotland Atlas in that area.

I will also continue as SOC representative
on two other groups: the BTO/SOC/
Birdwatch Ireland Atlas Working Group,
planning and co-ordinating the next distri-
bution and abundance atlas of Britain and
Ireland (see SBN 75:12); and the Scottish
Raptor Monitoring Group. It is our
involvement in the latter that enabled SOC
to publish the new Scottish Raptor
Monitoring Report, which all members
received in the last mailing. This new report
replaces the Raptor Round Up we published
previously and over the coming years it is
expected that this publication will develop
further as more information becomes
available from all the partners in the Scottish
Raptor Monitoring Scheme. We are grateful
to Scottish Natural Heritage for grant-aiding
the publication of this report.

Back in Sutherland in August I was treated to
the sight of four ring-tail Hen Harriers
together, probably a female and family, and
I also saw a male twice during my stay. The
Hen Harrier is one of the most threatened
species of breeding bird in Scotland at the
moment and all the scientific evidence
points to continued illegal persecution of
adults and nests on grouse moors in the
south and east of Scotland as being one of
the causes of this dire position. Further
scientific investigation into the ecology of
Hen Harriers by the Scottish Raptor
Monitoring Group in the future will help
assist conservationists protect this special
bird. Some of our members will have been
treated to seeing Hen Harriers at Muirshiel
in the Clyde area this summer - another
collaboration involving the SOC with both
RSPB Scotland and SNH. (see article) 

I believe that partnerships with other like-
minded bodies is the way forward for the
club: this means SOC with other Scottish
and UK organisations, but also it means
partnerships within the SOC, members and
branches working together to pursue our
common objectives. At our HQ, staff are
working on these ideas, using our superb
showpiece Waterston House as a catalyst to
building new relationships.

This summer I was asked by someone what
was special about SOC, what was our niche
in the crowded world of bird and nature
organisations and publications? I have given
this much thought over the years, and I have
come to the conclusion that, unlike any
other group, SOC speaks for all birdwatchers
in Scotland. By that I mean that our focus is
on people, enabling those interested in birds
and birdwatching in Scotland to come
together and stand up for our hobby. Others
provide bird reserves, or work for the conser-
vation of species. Others organise surveys of
birds and help those who study them in
depth. There are magazines for casual
birdwatchers and for serious birders, and
journals for scientists. SOC is recognised as
being the place to come to for knowledge
about Scotland’s birds and as being a group
where an individual new to an area, or new
to birdwatching, can come and meet others
with a similar interest.

As I step down from office, I do hope that
each one of you will help fulfil the
charitable aims of the SOC by welcoming
those people and sharing your knowledge
with others. I leave, still proud of the club
and what it has achieved over its long
history, almost 70 years. I would like to
thank everyone who has helped me during
my time in office. Here’s to another 70
years of the Scottish Ornithologists’ Club!

Mark Holling (President).
(mark.holling@btinternet.com) 

At the beginning of August I had the good
fortune to spend a few days in a Sutherland
Glen. It was clear that it was the end of the
breeding season with just one pair of waders
left, a late brood of three Oystercatchers.
Whinchats had left and I found just two
family parties of Wheatears. Sand and House
Martins though, still had large young in their
nests and I found four Spotted Flycatcher
families in 5km of the strath. It seemed just a
few weeks since these birds arrived on
breeding grounds and soon they would be
gone. Observations such as these reminded
me that my time as President also draws to a
close as I step down at the AGM in October,
having served on Council for five years, four
of which as an officer and trustee. As I
mentioned in the letter sent with the last
mailing, a lot has happened in this time and
I leave with the SOC settled in our new
home, ready to embark on an exciting new
future. Janet Crummy, as your new President,
will oversee further changes and as ever, you
will be fully informed through the pages of
SBN. I wish her well in her new role.

I am not retiring in other ways however. I will
continue as Chairman of the Lothian SOC
Discussion Group, a post I have held since
1991, and this will keep up my involvement
in organising and reporting on local survey
work and conservation issues. A similar
group was recently set up and is proving
successful in the Borders and I would
encourage other areas to consider meeting
up in this informal manner. It is a great way
to socialise with other birdwatchers in your
area and adds another dimension to
traditional branch meetings. It is a formula
that would also work in those parts of
Scotland without a branch of the SOC, as

Outgoing thoughts from the President

(Jimmy Maxwell)

Young Oystercatchers (Harry Scott)














































