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Chris Rollie writes this account of the life
of Donald Watson (28th June 1918–7th
November 2005).

I travel quite widely in the UK through my
own work with the RSPB, and everywhere
I meet people who have a fondness for
Donald and his work, including very many
who have never met him. The mere
mention of St John’s Town of Dalry in a
talk or conversation is enough for them to
recall the name Donald Watson. Very
many of them do know him, of course,
and like us know how kind, supportive
and encouraging he was to us all.

Scottish ornithology loses an elder
statesman and master craftsman;
Galloway loses its own Donald Watson.

Donald Watson was born at Cranleigh in
Surrey on 28 June 1918 of a Scots father and
an English mother. He first began to draw

birds before he was five years old and
copied illustrations by Archibald Thorburn,
the great wildlife artist of late Victorian and
Edwardian times. Indeed in 1930, Thorburn,
a near neighbour and by then in his late 60s,
invited young Donald to tea and
encouraged his early interest, leaving an
impression on him that was to remain
throughout his life. However, painting was
already in his blood, his father’s sister
(Margaret Stephens) having won a
scholarship from Aberdeen to attend the
Slade School of Art in London, while on his
mother’s side his uncle was H.John Pearson,
an architect whose paintings were exhibited
in the Royal Academy. His older brother Eric
too became a most accomplished artist.

Shortly after Donald’s father died in 1931,
his mother took her three sons to live in
Edinburgh, where he attended Edinburgh

Donald Watson - an appreciation of his life

Academy from 1932 to 1937. It was there
that he came under the influence of
George Waterston, a former pupil, founder
of the Midlothian Ornithologists’ Club and
giant of Scottish ornithology in the 20th
century. Waterston enrolled him in the
Midlothian club, of which Donald was the
last surviving member, and which
developed into the Scottish Ornithologists’
Club in 1936, with both becoming
founder members. His bird art continued
to develop during this period, as did his
skill and experience as a birdwatcher. He
first visited the Isle of May in 1933, where
he met the `good ladies’, Misses Baxter
and Rintoul, who were just finishing their
final visit to `the May.’ Fired on by the
migration studies of these ladies, though
employing somewhat less fatal methods of
capture, Donald was to visit the island
almost annually for the next fifty years. 

Hen Harriers at a winter roost in Galloway (grateful acknowledgement to owner Roger Clarke)
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throughout the British services in India and
Burma, and so in his own way he was able
to contribute to this pool of information.
This was something of a comfort as the
fighting became fierce through the
mangroves and jungle swamps of Arakan,
culminating in the allied landings and
capture of Rangoon, abandoned very
hastily by the Japanese.

He returned home to Edinburgh in April
1946, where George Waterston soon
introduced him to Rev.J.M. McWilliam and
Arthur Duncan (later Sir Arthur, Chairman
of the Nature Conservancy and Lord
Lieutenant of Dumfriesshire). Both men
were keen ornithologists and near
neighbours at Tynron in Dumfriesshire, and
moreover both were instantly taken by
Donald’s paintings. Arthur Duncan invited
the young artist to stay with him at Tynron
and undertake an ambitious series of
paintings of birds in their habitats. In this
tranquil and supportive setting, Donald
began honing his skill as a professional
artist, trying various techniques and
methods, and attempting to emulate his
favourite bird artists such as Crawhall,
Seaby, Ennion and Thorburn, but always
with an eye on the French impressionists,
especially Monet, and other landscape
masters. Although skilled in many methods,
from oils to scraperboard, he settled largely
on gouache and watercolour, perfecting a
natural manner of painting out of doors in a

courageous and open style of great
vibrancy that characterised his work in the
late 1940s and 50s. Still partly undecided
on whether to become primarily either a
bird or landscape artist, he made up his
mind on discovering the works of Swedish
nature artist, Bruno Liljefors; he could be
both! Thereafter, Donald said that he was
`always happiest in relating birds to their
environment’, and he was a leader in the
genre for several decades, inspiring and
encouraging many of the present
generation of wildlife artists. 

In the spring of 1949, the Edinburgh art
dealer, Ronnie Wheatley, gave him a
critically acclaimed one-man exhibition.
Others followed in London, Glasgow,
Newcastle, Oxford, Kirkcudbright,
Dumfries and elsewhere. He also exhibited
at the Royal Scottish Academy, Water
Colour Society, Glasgow Institute and Royal
Institute, as well as being represented in
international exhibitions such as Animals in
Art (Toronto, 1975) and Nature in Art
(Luxembourg, 1989). In 1950 he married
Joan Moore, whom he had first met as a
child in Surrey, and in 1951 they moved to
settle in St John’s Town of Dalry in
Galloway, overlooking the Rhinns of Kells,
where they were to raise their four children
and live happily for the rest of their lives.

Donald’s ability to relate wildlife, especially
birds, to their landscape was truly magical,
with the natural movement and
`choreography’ of birds in flight captured in
his distinctive and evocative style that so
impressed art lovers and experienced
ornithologists alike. This derived, of course,
from his own expert knowledge of his
subject, his eye for detail and his special art.
Although birds in their landscapes became
his trademark, he continued to paint
portraits, and in 1962 he began his long
series of bird illustrations with the Oxford
Book of British Birds (OUP), which
involved him painting a total of 96 colour
plates, one every week for two years. These
included all birds that had been authen-
tically identified in the British Isles up until
that time. Somewhat to the alarm of the
editor, he dared to paint much landscape
into the plates, but the former needn’t have
worried as the book immediately became a
classic and has been reissued in various
formats on numerous occasions since.
Indeed, Donald was to go on and illustrate
over thirty other books, perhaps most
notably those in the prestigious Poyser
series, where he collaborated with his
friends Desmond and Maimie Nethersole-
Thompson on Greenshanks (1979) and
Waders (1986), and with friend Derek
Ratcliffe on The Peregrine Falcon (1980). In
1964, he became a founder member of the
Society of Wildlife Artists, which holds
annual exhibitions in London, and in 2002 

Continues on page 6.

In 1937, he won a scholarship to St John’s
College in Oxford and graduated with an
honours degree in Modern History in 1940.
His war service began in the Royal Army
Medical Corps, but he soon transferred to
the Royal Artillery as a second Lieutenant
and subsequently made Captain. Following
various postings at home, he sailed in 1944
from the Clyde to India to join the 6th
Medium Regiment in Bihar. However, after
a month in the relative peace of India, his
regiment moved east along the coast to take
part in the autumn offensive in Arakan,
Burma. There Donald was to experience
that common sense of purpose and deep
camaraderie that was to form such a
characteristic bond between countrymen in
the face of wartime adversity and horror.
Throughout his time in the army, where
possible Donald continued to paint and
Burma was no exception. Artistically, he
was always inspired as much by landscapes
as birds, and he found the Burmese varieties
of colours and tone, from bright light to
deep shade, irresistible. The birds were an
exciting and rich mixture of resident birds
new to him and familiar migrants from the
Palearctic. He enjoyed a lucky break when
he found that the GOC, General Christison
(a fellow Edinburgh Academical), was a
keen and expert ornithologist, who ignored
the restlessness of his staff officers to talk at
length with Lieutenant Watson about birds.
In this way, Donald discovered that there
was a network of keen naturalists

Donald in his studio (Robin Bryden)
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NEWS & NOTICES
200 Club
The latest prizewinners are – November:
1st £150 Mr. J.C.Jackson, 2nd £75 Mr. J.
Ballantyne, 3rd £50 Dr. A.M.Insh, 4th £30
Miss S. Stuart, 5th £20 Mrs. J. Denny, 6th
£10 Miss R. Davidson. December: 1st £30
Miss J. Wilcox, 2nd £20 Mrs. M.C. Lawrie,
3rd £10 Mr. C.G.Pearson. January: 1st
£30 Mr. J.C. Jackson, 2nd £20 Mr.C.G.
Pearson, 3rd £10 Mr. D. Clugston.

Please note that the “new year” starts in
June and any new members would be very
welcome. They must be SOC members and
over eighteen. Please contact Daphne
Peirse-Duncombe at Rosebank, Gattonside,
Melrose, Roxburghshire, TD6 9NH.

New SOC members
We welcome the following new members to
the club: Ayrshire: Dr J Cassels, Mr & Mrs C
Conner, Mr A Maxwell. Borders: Mr M
Aungier, Mr & Mrs J Craig, Mr M J Geen.
Central Scotland: Mrs A Carrington-Cotton,
Miss R Cumming, Dr E M Humphreys, Ms J
Kaye, Dr A G Renwick. Clyde: Mr J
Edwards, Mr M Given, Mr R Lennox, Mr H
MacDondald & family, Mr W A Mackintosh,
Ms E McLaughlin, Mr R Wilson-Parr.
Dumfries: Mr D R Baillie and family, Mr L
W Gibb. England, Wales & NI: Mrs W M
Black, Mr & Mr I Davidson, Mr J Fenton, Mr
P Johnson, Mrs T J Spring-Smythe, Mr N R
Winn. Fife: Dr E A P Adams, Mr P Dean.
Highland: Mr M Benson, Mr & Mrs
Campbell, Dr I Evans, Mr J D Law, Prof W
W McBryde. Lothian: Mr & Mrs A C Baird,
Mr & Mrs P S Bolt, Mr & Mrs D W H
Cameron, Mr J N Daisley, Mr & Mrs I G
Dalton, Mrs A J DeBusk, Mr Al W Dickie,
Miss & Dr A E Doherty, Mr & Mrs J Fraser,
Mr G J Fitchett, Mr & Mrs P Freshwater, Mr
K J Garden, Dr M A Grubb, Mr R J Hewat,
Mr G Hills, Miss C A Hooper, Mr S Lee, Mr
R Leslie, Mr R J MacLeod, Mr & Mrs J Marr,
Mr D F Mather & Dr H Hart, Mr S Maxwell,
Mr & Mrs A K McDiarmid, Mrs J I McKeand,
Mr D McNee, Mr R Menzies, Mr G Moffat,
Mr G Morrice, Mr & Mrs M J Muir, Mr J
Nicholls, Miss J H Parmee, Mrs B Porter, Mr
G F Reed, Mr S M Robertson, Mrs C & Mr A
Robson, Ms E Seawright, Mr C D Shepherd,
Mr P Summers, Mr M Thornton, Prof & Mrs
C Trevarthen, Mrs D Tudhope & family, Mr
& Mrs D M Watson, Mrs M A Whale.
Orkney: Mr D Kent. Overseas: Mr L Kiff.
Tayside: Dr R G Paul, Mr J Roy. West
Galloway: Mr P Robinson. 

Mapping local bird records 
using spreadsheet facilities
on domestic computers
The mapping of bird records is clearly one
of the best ways to portray distribution, but
it is often assumed to require the purchase
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of specialised computer programmes.
However, most domestic computers (PC or
Mac) include a spreadsheet with a variety
of options for presenting data graphically
and it is basically not difficult to use one of
these options to plot data on a square grid
and add in simple topographical
information to make a basic map.

I am not a computer expert but have been
messing around with various computer
generated diagrams available on Excel
spreadsheets for some years and anyone
trying to use the instructions should be
familiar with the general background to
producing such diagrams. Although the
principles of mapping using standard graph
techniques are quite straightforward, their
practical implementation involves a great
deal of finicky detail. I have produced some
detailed instructions, available to those
interested, which will help when read in
conjunction with using their computer.
They refer to a system developed on a
Macintosh (Claris Works) version of the
widely used Excel spreadsheet, but they
should be applicable to Microsoft versions
(though some of the nomenclature and
detailed keyboard procedures may differ
slightly). I would be interested to hear from
anyone who has problems or finds slightly
different procedures if they are using a
Windows (PC) version of the spreadsheet. It
is of course most straightforward if the
original records (whether on cards or a
computer database) have a National Grid
map reference entered by the observer, but
I was especially interested in using records,
especially old ones, that only have a
locality label and the detailed instructions
start with this problem.

I would be happy to email the detailed
instructions to anyone interested. Please e-
mail: cjh@cliffhenty.plus.com

Cliff Henty

Update on the Scottish
Raptor Monitoring Group
I am the SOC’s representative on the above
group, launched in 2003 as a partnership
between RSPB Scotland, BTO Scotland,
SOC, SNH, JNCC, Scottish Raptor Study
Groups and the Rare Breeding Birds Panel.
Membership of this group continues to
build on the reputation of the SOC as
Scotland’s bird club, representing the
views of birdwatchers across the country
and promoting our network of members
and the wealth of bird information within
the SOC. I try to emphasise this aspect at
the meetings and participate fully in the
decisions made. No longer SOC President,
I now update Janet with activities of the
group so that she can keep Council up to
date. Three or four meetings are held each
year, hosted by one of the member organi-
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sations. Now that Waterston House is
open, the SOC will host the spring meeting
- the first time we have been able to invite
the group to our centre.

Much of our recent business has been
drawing up plans for a series of Species
Conservation Frameworks. Some
independent research on Golden Eagles
pioneered this approach and new work on
Hen Harrier and Peregrine is starting this
spring. Buzzard and Merlin have been
identified as other priority species. The work
will analyse what we know about Scottish
populations of these raptors and assess what
environmental factors are affecting them
both across the whole country and, where
appropriate, on a regional basis. Such
information is key to presenting sound
scientifically based recommendations for
the conservation of birds of prey.

The group also leads on the compilation of
the Scottish Raptor Monitoring Report,
compiled by the Raptor Monitoring
Officer, Brian Etheridge, and distributed
free to all SOC members. The SOC can
continue to publish this report through
grant aid from SNH. Last year’s report
(covering 2003) moved to a new format,
and further improvements are planned for
the next report due later this year. The data
for the report is collected by Brian largely
from the work of Raptor Study Group
members. The improved data-handling
processes now in place give greater
authority to the data presented and will
allow us in time to have a robust series of
data from which to analyse population
trends and other factors.

Another aspect of the work of the group
has been the compilation of a manual for
raptor monitoring, which will be launched
in late March/April, after the Scottish
Birdwatchers’ Conference this year.

Mark Holling

The 2005 BTO Conference
Conferences are not everyone’s cup of
tea, and those that do attend are likely to
be regulars. It is a time to meet old
friends and make new ones, but also to
learn more about our birds. The annual
BTO Conference held in December at
Swanwick, in Derbyshire, is perhaps a
relatively long journey for us north of the
border. This most recent conference
proved that some consider this journey
well worth undertaking. Of the 300 or
more delegates, Scotland provided 23
from as far afield as Shetland and the
Western Isles (with even a kilt on show at
the annual dinner). While the talks are
perhaps a little more scientific in content
than at our own conferences, in keeping
with the BTO’s aim at marrying conser-
vation with science, speakers pitch their

If you are a BTO member who has not
attended a BTO weekend conference,
consider it in the future; it’s well worth it.

Norman Elkins

Photo winner
The photo of a Meadow Pipit and Cuckoo
(opposite) won the British Birds bird
photograph of the year award for 2004. It
was taken near Beeswing
(Kirkudbrightshire) by Edmund Fellowes on
21st April 2004 – many congratulations.

Update on the Atlas of
Birds in Britain and Ireland
2007–2011
Since I last wrote a year ago (SBN 75), there
have been two further meetings of the Atlas
Working Group and the two representatives
from Scotland (Martin Cook of Moray and
myself) have attended both meetings down
at the BTO in Thetford. You will remember
that the new Atlas will include fieldwork in
both the winter period (November to
February) and the breeding season, and that
the survey starts in the winter of 2007-08,
less than two years away now. The
methodology for the breeding season will
be broadly similar to that used last time
round (1988-91), but there will be changes
to the winter fieldwork. Some of you may
have been helping fashion the methods by
doing development fieldwork over this last
winter. I’m pleased to say that up to 19 10-
km squares have been surveyed in Scotland
this winter, a good showing, especially
when the work required was quite rigorous.
Those I have spoken to have enjoyed doing
the work and, as ever, have enjoyed the
excitement of discovering new species in
new and unexpected places. “Roving
Recorders” have been trying to find as
many species as possible in each 10-km
square, which has introduced a bit of
competition in the survey. In the square
including Aberlady, we have volunteers
doing timed counts in all parts of the square
and a small team of roving recorders. At the
end of December we were pleased to have
found exactly 100 species in the area, and
more were added as the New Year’s visits
took place. Martin and I would be
interested to hear of any other experiences
of the fieldwork undertaken this winter, or
any other aspects of the Atlas. Please write
to us, or email us, via the SOC HQ.

Over the summer, scientists at the BTO
will pore over the results and find the
best methodology for logging the
maximum number of species in an area
at minimal effort by the fieldworkers –
that’s you and I! Martin and I also met
with the Scottish BTO Regional
Representatives in February to discuss the
future implementation of the project
across the country, and all these points go
into the process of refining the project. 

talk at the right level to an audience
ranging from garden birdwatchers to
academics. Indeed, the Witherby
Memorial Lecture this year was called
‘Science and Conservation’, and was an
excellent and often humorous presen-
tation by Bill Sutherland, Professor of
Ecology at the University of East Anglia.

The theme of the conference was ‘Tracking
Birds’ with talks based on radar, ringing
and satellite studies and results from
national surveys. The speakers were also a
varied group from Sweden, Ireland,
Denmark, England and three from
Scotland (Raymond Duncan, Will
Cresswell and Sarah Wanless). For me, the
highlight was hearing Thomas Alerstam,
Professor of Ecology at Lund University,
Sweden, talking about his work on radar -
and satellite-tracked birds of northern
latitudes. We heard of the techniques used
by Swifts when roosting on the wing, the
travels of Great Skuas, of which some
spend a long period in mid Atlantic and
the movements of arctic geese crossing the
Greenland icecap. Indeed, a recurrent
theme in the conference was the
increasing sophistication of technology,
some methods almost superseding ringing
as a tool to discover the detailed
movements of birds. Devices used in
tracking continue to get smaller, so that
perhaps one day we may be able to track
small passerines - what revelations we can
expect if that becomes possible! As it is,
current studies are revealing mind-
blowing complexities in bird movements.

Displays included the results of both
national and local surveys and there were
the usual quizzes, shops and the art
exhibition. BTO conferences also allow
Regional Representatives to get together to
discuss current and future surveys and
their problems so that you, the birders
who contribute so much, are able to enjoy
your fieldwork at the same time as
gathering vital data that goes towards
understanding our birds and, eventually,
helping to conserve them. Of the 50 UK
reps present, five were from Scotland, the
most present for many years.

The BTO and SOC have been partners in
some of the most important ornithological
projects over the years. The forthcoming
National Atlas repeat in 2007-11 is yet
another major collaborative undertaking.
This will be a vital project that will show
how our own Scottish bird populations
have fared in recent decades, and will
need all our support. Those of you who
are BTO members (and there are around
1000 in Scotland) will have read Chris
Wernham’s complimentary article in BTO
News about the Waterston House
opening, indicative of the close ties
between the two organisations.



As well as planning how the fieldwork will
run, the meetings have been looking at how
data will be collected this time round.
Twenty years ago, everything had to be
paper-based, but there is an opportunity to
collect records on computers and over the
internet now, as well as on paper. The group
is being careful to learn from the
experiences of the previous Atlas projects,
both national and local ones. Martin and I
are making a strong case for methods which
take account of the remoteness and inacces-
sibility of many Scottish squares, and the
paucity of fieldworkers in many areas. 

As was mentioned before, the SOC will
provide the lead in co-ordinating
fieldwork in Scotland and the organisation
will be run from Waterston House in
Aberlady. We do hope that there will be a
tremendous response to the call for
fieldwork in the years ahead, but if you
really are unable to contribute in this way,
we hope that you will be able to
contribute financially through forthcoming
appeals. However, the results, the maps,
the book and the essential information for
conservation will all make it worthwhile.

Mark Holling

New Year’s Honours
Two eminent SOC members were
awarded an MBE in this year’s honours
list. Patrick Stirling-Aird, Secretary,
Scottish Raptor Study Groups, for his
services to wildlife conservation, and
Bryan Nelson, ecologist and ethologist for
his services to marine ornithology,
especially conservation of Abbot’s Booby
and Christmas Island. Heartiest congratu-
lations from everyone.
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SBRC choice
Alan Lauder is its candidate for joining
that body next autumn. Alan currently
lives in Dunblane, and has served in
various conservation roles, including
posts with the BTO, and his current post
with RSPB in Scotland. A skilled
birdwatcher, he has carried out much of
his hobby within Scotland and has an
excellent working knowledge of Scottish
birds, enhanced by experience gained
from several overseas trips.

Photographs for BS3 
The BS3 team are looking for even more
photos for use in BS3. We have received a
superb response to our requests and we
are making good progress in reaching the
target of 500 photos - but we still need
more! Rather than limiting ourselves to
text-book, full-frame images, we would
also like to include a wide range of
atmospheric, group, flight, habitat,
behavioural shots – even two birds
together rather than one. Remember that
we require all photos to have been taken
in Scotland. A new cut-off date for the
submission of images has now been set for
the end of December 2006.

I’m sure with everyone’s help we will be
able to amass, for the first time, an
amazing collection of photographs
depicting the very best of Scotland’s birds.

The first list includes common/scarce
species for which we would like to build
on what we currently hold – sometimes
this is nothing.

European White-fronted Goose, Canada
Goose (moulting flock?), Shelduck (with
young or large moulting flock), Wigeon
(flock in flight?), Gadwall, Teal (flock/flight),
Pintail, Pochard, Common Scoter, Velvet

Scoter, Red-breasted Merganser, Great
Crested Grebe (display?), Red-necked
Grebe, Black-necked Grebe, Sooty
Shearwater, Manx Shearwater, Leach’s
Storm-petrel (not flash), Hen Harrier
(display/flight), Moorhen, Grey Plover, Ruff,
Turnstone, Long-tailed Skua, Little Gull,
Roseate Tern, Common Tern, Little Tern,
Black Tern, Little Auk (flock in flight), Feral
Pigeon (in urban habitat), Collared Dove,
Stock Dove, Yellow Wagtail, Grey Wagtail,
Pied Wagtail, Waxwing (the ultimate shot!),
Greenland Wheatear, Ring Ouzel,
Redwing, Grasshopper Warbler, Lesser
Whitethroat, Blackcap, Willow Warbler,
Magpie, Jackdaw, Brambling, Greenfinch
and Linnet.

If you think you can help with the above
species, please contact: Ian Andrews, 39
Clayknowes Drive, Musselburgh, EH21
6UW. email: ian@andrewsi.freeserve.co.uk

We are also seeking images for a few of the
more obscure species for which no
photograph has yet been submitted (even a
‘record shot’ would be sufficient). In some
cases, we are hoping to find better images
of birds for which we already have
photographs. With one year to go, we are
asking that you bear in mind the following
list of rare species in case you are fortunate
enough to see them in Scotland this year
whilst out with your camera? For some of
these birds, we know images do exist - can
you help in tracking them down?

Photographers we are trying to contact;
David MacLeman: Sandhill Crane/Spotted
Sandpiper/Franklin’s Gull, Noel Kerns:
American Robin, Alan Josey: River
Warbler, Nick Wall: Needle-tailed Swift,
George Winslow: Cretzschmar’s Bunting,
Mary MacIntyre: Chimney Swift and M H
Blattner: Trumpeter Finch.

Rare species we still require photographs
of; Lesser white-fronted Goose, Golden
Pheasant, Cory’s Shearwater, Balearic
Shearwater, American Bittern, Purple
Heron, Marsh Harrier, Hobby, Sora, Marsh
Sandpiper, Greater Yellowlegs, Spotted
Sandpiper, Bridled Tern, Royal Tern,
Whiskered Tern, Great Spotted Cuckoo,
Common Nighthawk, Chimney Swift,
Woodlark, Siberian Blue Robin, Eastern
Bonelli’s Warbler, Spanish Sparrow,
Marmora’s Warbler, Trumpeter Finch,
White-crowned Sparrow, Cretzschmar’s
Bunting, Pallas’s Bunting, Cinamon Teal,
Red-headed Bunting and Pallas’s Rosefinch.

Rare species to be improved upon; Ruddy
Shelduck, Blue-winged Teal, Green-
winged Teal, Garganey, Surf Scoter, Pied-
billed Grebe, Squacco Heron, Little Crake,
Avocet, Black-winged Pratincole, Greater
Sandplover, Broad-billed Sandpiper,
Franklin’s Gull, Sabine’s Gull, Gull-billed

Cuckoo and Meadow Pipit
(Edmund Fellowes)
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Donald Watson appreciation continued;

they made him their first Honorary
Member. His involvement in ornithology
continued unabated and he was President
of the Scottish Ornithologists’ Club from
1969-72, becoming Honorary President in
1986 to mark the Club’s 50th anniversary.
He was local bird recorder in Galloway for
some 30 years.

In addition to his war service overseas,
Donald painted in various parts of the
world, including France, Africa, America,
Spain and the Seychelles. However, it was
his evocative and atmospheric paintings of
birds in Galloway that were to attract the
greatest acclaim, together with his
wonderful treatment of waders and
wildfowl on wet sands in the Hebrides and
the Solway. His skies were legendary. Of his
own art, Donald said `My eyes respond to
colour, tone, light and modelling forms,
whether of living creatures or land masses.
I enjoy painting skies, water, wet sand or
mud and coping with the technical
problems that lack of solidity presents.’ That
great wildfowl expert, Hugh Boyd, now
living in Canada, rated him amongst the
very finest painters of geese. Other
experienced field ornithologists marvelled
at his ability to capture the essence of spring
in a humble Willow Warbler perched on a
budding sprig, the `choreography’ of a
group of lekking Blackcock on a moor, or a
gathering of Hen Harriers at roost in the
gloaming. In 1972, Scottish Academic Press
published Birds of Moor and Mountain,
written and illustrated by Watson, and this
book showcased his distinctive birds-in-
landscape approach, hinted at in the earlier
`Oxford volume’, to a very wide audience.
Most of the paintings in this book were in
an attractive Galloway setting, often
depicting relatively unspoilt countryside

that had disappeared from so much of the
rest of the country, together with its
dependent wildlife. Moreover, this book
demonstrated Donald’s complementary
talent as an evocative writer – he could
paint wonderful pictures with words as
well. His talent for writing was evident as
early as his sixteenth year, when he won the
RSPB’s public schools essay competition
with his `Wings and their uses.’ An avid
reader, he loved lyrical poetry and prose,
especially in the hands of expert naturalists
such as John Clare and Frenchman, Jacques
Delamain. Donald wrote beautifully and
compellingly married his artistic and
literary talents together in The Hen Harrier
(Poyser, 1977), and the autobiographical A
Bird Artist in Scotland (Witherby, 1988) and
One Pair of Eyes (Arlequin, 1994). In this
way, Donald was able to convey the beauty
and mysterious enchantment of nature that,
remarkably, stimulated so many people to
write to him or visit his home to give thanks
for so skilfully capturing and relating the
essence of their own wonder.

Undoubtedly, the species that he was most
associated with was his beloved Hen
Harrier, one of the most beautiful and
artistically pleasing of all our birds, yet the
most persecuted because of its ability to take
Red Grouse. Widespread conifer
afforestation in Galloway from the 1950s
brought a reduction in game preservation
and an early flush of vegetation that was to
benefit many species, including Hen
Harriers and Golden Eagles. Donald meticu-
lously studied and recorded the breeding,
hunting and roosting habits of the former in
a pioneering way, and his book on the Hen
Harrier is a classic marriage of bird study
and art that stimulated a generation of field
ornithologists and bird artists. Although
communal roosting of harriers was well
known in Europe and North America, it had

been little recorded in the UK, and in collab-
oration with R.C. Dickson, R. Gladwell and
others, Donald unravelled some of the
mysteries of this behaviour, with published
papers in Scottish Birds and elsewhere. He
also recorded the subsequent maturation of
these forests with the resulting loss of
important wildlife, and collaborated with his
great friend Derek Ratcliffe, former Chief
Scientist of the Nature Conservancy, who
died earlier this year, in pressing for the kind
of improvements in forestry practice that we
are now beginning to see. 

The Tourist Board surely owe Donald a great
debt of gratitude, because for the past fifty
years he has portrayed the beauty, bird life
and tranquillity of Dumfries & Galloway to
a very wide audience. Very many of them
have visited Galloway to enjoy for
themselves the wonderful scenes that he
painted. In addition to his wonderful art and
writings, surely one of his most enduring
legacies is his kindness and attentiveness in
stimulating and encouraging the interest of
all who in some way shared his passion for
birds and the countryside. He will be greatly
missed by all who knew him, and Galloway
has lost one of its greatest devotees.

Donald Watson died at Dumfries on 7
November 2005, after a short illness. He
was buried at St John’s Town of Dalry,
Galloway, on Monday 14 November
2005. His wife Joan died on 10 September
2004. They are survived by son Jeff, a
Director with Scottish Natural Heritage,
and daughters Pam, Kate and Louise.

Chris Rollie

Tern, Caspian Tern, Lesser Crested Tern,
Black-billed Cuckoo, Yellow-billed
Cuckoo, Calandra Lark, Tawny Pipit, Red-
throated Pipit, Common Nightingale, Red-
flanked Bluetail, Dusky Thrush, Melodious
Warbler, Great Reed Warbler, Radde’s
Warbler, Red-eyed Vireo, Southern Grey
Shrike, Serin, Chestnut Bunting.

If you can help in any way with the rarity
requests list above, please contact: Harry
Scott, 51 Charlton Crescent, Aboyne,
Aberdeenshire AB34 5GN. E-mail:
picades@ifb.co.uk

Birdwatch with caution
As the nesting season approaches,
members are reminded that the
Birdwatchers’ Code of Conduct (see SOC
website) should be observed. With new
access legislation, the main concerns are

disturbance to Schedule 1 species and in
sensitive habitats like along water margins.

Keep disturbance to a minimum. Birds’
tolerance of disturbance varies between
species and seasons. Therefore, it is safer
to keep all disturbance to a minimum. No
birds should be disturbed from the nest in
case opportunities for predators to take
eggs or young are increased. In very cold
weather disturbance to birds may cause
them to use vital energy at a time when
food is difficult to find. Wildfowlers
already impose bans during cold
weather: birdwatchers should exercise
similar discretion.

Rare breeding birds. If you discover a
rare bird breeding and feel that
protection is necessary, inform the
appropriate RSPB Regional Office, or the

Species Protection Department at the
Lodge. Otherwise it is best in almost all
circumstances to keep the record strictly
secret in order to avoid disturbance by
other birdwatchers and attacks by egg-
collectors - though it is highly desirable
that the record should be reported to
local bird recorders for proper documen-
tation. Never visit known sites of rare
breeding birds unless they are
adequately protected. Even presence
may give away the site to others and
cause so many other visitors that the
birds may fail to breed successfully.
Disturbance at or near the nest of species
listed on the First Schedule of the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 is a
criminal offence.

Mark Holling
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with the purposes of the Trust. The trustees
asked that part of the Fund might be used to
support bird illustrations and bird book
publications and suggested that some of it
might be applied in an appropriate
memorial to Lodge to which his name could
be attached. As this last request does not
appear to have been realised, and as we no
longer have a named George Lodge Fund,
now would seem to be a good time for SOC
to finally make some sort of permanent
gesture in recognition of Lodge’s contri-
bution.

So who were the similarly long-lived
Bannerman and Lodge?

David Armitage Bannerman (1886-1979)
Raised in London, David Bannerman was
educated at Wellington College and
Cambridge University, where he
graduated with an honours degree in
science. He wrote his first book at the age
of eight, and told his mother early in life
“I am going to be an ornithologist and
join the British Natural History Museum”.
This he did in 1910, when he became a
trainee in the “Bird Room” under W. R.
Ogilvie-Grant. It was there he met for the
first time the bird artist George Lodge
who was 26 years his senior. He was
determined to work in the field as much
as possible, preferably abroad, and
between 1908 and 1913 carried out an
extensive zoological survey of the Canary
Islands. There he met his first wife who
he married in 1911. Before the 1914-18
war, he also made expeditions to Africa,
South America and West Indies.

SOC members may recall that, until a few
years ago, the substantial “George Lodge
Fund” used to feature regularly in the
club’s Annual Report and Accounts. Sadly,
its identity now seems to have disappeared
as it was amalgamated in 2004 as part of
the “Endowment Capital Fund”.

The George E. Lodge Trust was formed in
1944 in order that its funds would be used
to support the cost of publication of The
Birds of the British Isles and “similar
original works in Natural History”. The
twelve volume The Birds of the British
Isles, written by David Bannerman and
illustrated by George Lodge, was published
by Oliver and Boyd from 1953 to 1963. It
was a mammoth undertaking and, even by
the much more scientific standards of
today, remains a hugely impressive
memorial to both writer and artist. In his
preface to the first volume, Bannerman
wrote that “In addition to contributing 384
original paintings, Mr Lodge most
generously donated £5000 [a lot of money
then] towards the cost of reproduction”.
Lodge took on the project in 1942, at the
remarkable age of 81, and died in 1954
after publication of just three volumes. 

The George Lodge Trust Fund grew with
income derived from sales of The Birds of
the British Isles and was used subsequently
to support publication of ornithological
books and particularly the cost of their
illustration. After Bannerman’s death in
1979, the Trust was chaired by his cousin
General Sir Philip Christison, and it included

SOC members Donald Watson, Archie
Bryson and Andrew Macmillan. In 1985, the
trustees agreed to wind up the Trust and
transfer its funds (over £10,000) and stock of
about 3000 copies of volumes 6-12 of The
Birds of the British Isles to the SOC
Endowment Fund. This was duly done and
no restrictions were placed on the payment
except that it be used by SOC in accordance

Bannerman and Lodge

George Lodge at work in the 1940s (Illustrated)

George Lodge in his studio (1951) (H. Savory)
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Despite failing his army medical after the
outbreak of war due to partial deafness
caused by childhood measles, he soon
managed to get to France as an
ambulance driver and was then
appointed staff officer to HQ British Red
Cross Society. He was awarded the MBE,
Order of St John, Mons Star and French
War Medal for his services. In 1919, he
turned down the opportunity of taking
charge of the Bird Room at South
Kensington, preferring to become a
supernumerary member of the museum
staff. He said he had tasted too much
freedom to be tied down to the restricted
life of a London civil servant.

Between the wars, he travelled
extensively, mainly on British Museum
expeditions, collecting and reporting on
the birds of several West African
countries. He was a skilled horseman,
excellent shot and loved fly fishing. He
took a prominent part in BOU affairs and
was assistant editor of The Ibis for ten
years. By the age of 40 he had published
about 100 scientific papers. In 1922 he
wrote The Canary Islands: their History,
Natural History and Scenery, and was
later commissioned to write his first
magnum opus, the eight volume The
Birds of Tropical West Africa (1930-51).
To provide the plates for this series, he
recruited some of the leading bird artists
of the time and invited George Lodge to
illustrate the more colourful species such
as glossy starlings and sunbirds. Thus
began his collaboration and friendship
with Lodge, and it was during the 1939-
45 war, when he was a censor and
sergeant in the Home Guard, that they
discussed and planned The Birds of the
British Isles. Field Marshal Lord

George Edward Lodge (1860-1954)
In 1860 were born three outstanding
wildlife artists who set new standards in
their genre. Most famous of all was the
Swede Bruno Liljefors, and in Britain there
were Archibald Thorburn and George
Lodge. Lodge was born at Scrivelsby in
Lincolnshire, the seventh son of a seventh
son, and one of a family of eleven. His
father was a Canon of Lincoln and for
many years Rector of Scrivelsby, who
wrote a history of the Champions of
England, of whom Scrivelsby is the home.
He inherited his artistic skills from his
mother, who was descended from Francis
Wheatley and Clara Pope, both celebrated
painters who exhibited at the Royal
Academy. Educated at home from an early
age, he and his brother Reginald, the
pioneer bird photographer, were keen
naturalists and roamed the local
countryside in search of subjects. At the
age of 12 he stuffed his first bird, an owl,
at 14 he won prizes for drawing at the
Lincoln School of Art and at 16 he was
apprenticed to a wood engraver. 

Alanbrooke was one who took a great
interest in the progress of this book and
wrote the foreword to its first volume.
Bannerman was a peerless compiler who
greatly enhanced his text with contri-
butions from specialists, many of whom
were his personal friends. As an
ornithologist, he was deeply rooted in the
older traditions, and had no time for
much modern scientific writing. 

Between 1950 and 1952 he visited
Morocco with his second wife Mary,
herself a distinguished ornithologist, and
lived among Atlas tribesmen. After his
retirement in 1952, they moved to
Kirkcudbrightshire and took up farming
under the shadow of Criffel. They often
birdwatched in the Galloway countryside
and travelled abroad regularly in the
winter, gathering material for further
books. The Birds of Cyprus appeared in
1958, and the four volumes of The Birds of
the Atlantic Islands were published from
1963 to 1968, the last two with his wife as
joint author. More followed and, in spite of
recurring illness, he continued writing in
his final years, encouraged by his wife. He
had almost finished The Birds of the
Balearic Islands, illustrated by Donald
Watson, at the time of his death.

Altogether Bannerman wrote more than
30 volumes on birds, the like of which will
not be seen again. He was a Fellow or
member of several ornithological societies
and received many honours and awards,
among them OBE, LLD, FRSE and the
Gold Medal of the BOU. As an Honorary
President of the SOC, he often travelled
from his home on the Solway to take an
active part in council meetings.

Lodge soon became an expert at hand-
engraving his own artwork on the end
grain of very hard box wood. This
exquisitely detailed illustrative work
required the use of a magnifier for one
eye, and his sight suffered for this
subsequently, so much so that he lost the
use of that eye towards the end of his life.
His draughtsmanship was superior to and
his engraving was equal to those of the
great Thomas Bewick, and one can find
fine examples of his engraved illustrations
in books by Lord Lilford, Millais,
Saunders, Seebohm and others. When
wood-engraving was superseded by
modern printing techniques in the 1890s,
Lodge took to painting in tempera his
illustrations for bird books. He also
painted in oils and twelve of his works
were exhibited in the Royal Academy
between 1881 and 1917.

David and Mary Bannerman
(Portsmouth & Sunderland Newspapers Ltd.)

An engraving of a Bearded Tit
by G. Lodge



stayed many times, and his Highland
sporting paintings were in great demand
like those of his friend Thorburn.

By the time I compiled George Lodge:
Artist Naturalist, published by Croom
Helm in 1986, illustrations by Lodge had
featured in at least 90 published works
and I have found more since then. His
paintings were also used in illustrated
articles in various magazines. The only
book he wrote himself - Memoirs of an
Artist Naturalist, with 24 plates, appeared
in 1946, and in 1942 he told Bannerman
that it was his ambition to illustrate
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In 1885, he was introduced to the sport
of falconry by T.J. Mann, a member of the
Mann brewing family, after being
commissioned to illustrate an article on
the subject written by E.B. Michell. Thus
began his lifelong passion for hawking
and a close friendship with the Manns
whom he accompanied on their regular
Scottish shooting holidays. Like
Bannerman, he was an all-round
sportsman, being a first-rate shot, deer
stalker and fly fisherman as well as
falconer. Many of his shot specimens he
mounted expertly for use in his paintings.
From 1885 to 1913, he kept a diary
recording his frequent hawking
expeditions, first with the Manns in
Lincolnshire, Norfolk and
Cambridgeshire, and later with Gilbert
Blaine in Islay and Caithness. In the early
1930s he was artist observer at the
annual meets on Salisbury Plain of the
recently formed British Falconers’ Club.
These gatherings included well-known
falconers like Jack Mavrogordato, Phillip
Glasier and also my father, Harry Savory,
whose friendship with Lodge continued
until Lodge’s death.

Lodge was a modest man who never
married. He lived in London from 1880
to 1920 and then moved with an elder
sister and niece to “Hawk House” in
Camberley where he remained for the
rest of his life. He travelled widely, to the
West Indies in 1896, to Norway several
times for shooting and fishing with his
friend Johnny Millais and round the
world in 1903 with John and Percy
Mann. He loved Scotland, where he

entirely a book on British birds, hence The
Birds of the British Isles. However, his
eyesight was going, and his portrayal of
species, where he had to work from
museum skins, was never as successful as
those with which he was familiar. Lodge
and Thorburn were equally expert at
painting landscapes, gamebirds and deer,
but Lodge was better with oils and
Thorburn conceded that he was also the
master at birds of prey. He was not so
good at other subjects and, since their
deaths, Thorburn’s paintings have
commanded higher prices.

Lodge was active in ornithological
circles, being elected a member of the
BOU in 1897 and one of its Vice-
Presidents in 1945. He was a Fellow of
the Zoological Society of London and
attended the 1934 International
Ornithological Congress in Oxford. He
was also a Council member of other
societies, some of which, including the
RSPB, used his paintings as Christmas
cards.

In his obituary of George Lodge in The
Field, 25 February 1954, J. K. Stanford
wrote “What a lesson to all of us, what a
life to have led. To have made a living out
of the thing you liked best in the world. To
have known that your work sends those
who see it back delightedly in thought to
the salmon river, the forest, the crags and
the hills, and the deer and the birds they
have watched there”.

John Savory

Hunting group (c.1890) with Lodge
and T.J. Mann sitting on the right

The female peregrine Sylvia, on Red Grouse
(G. Lodge)
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Moira Baptie, Environment Manager at
Forest Enterprise Scotland, continues her
perspective on how the relationship
between forestry and birds in Scotland
has developed.

Part 2
External verification of management
practices is always reassuring both for our
external stakeholders and ourselves.
Management of the national forest estate
by Forest Enterprise Scotland is audited
annually against the UK Woodland
Assurance Scheme (UKWAS) as part of the
FSC certification process. FSC certification
allows purchasers of timber to be sure that
the timber has come from a sustainably
managed forest. All of the Scottish timber
donated by the Forestry Commission for
Waterston House as part of our Concordat
with SOC, came from UKWAS and FSC
certified forests managed by FCS. 

Many UKWAS requirements are very
positive for birds. UKWAS requires the
identification and careful management
of semi-natural wooded and open
habitats. It requires a minimum of 15% of
the forest area to be managed with
conservation and enhancement of
biodiversity as a major objective and has
a whole section on the protection of rare
habitats and species including UKBAP
species. It also requires the restructuring

of conifer forests to create a diverse age
structure and species mix, and an
increase in the use of lower impact
sivicultural systems such as continuous
cover rather than clearfell. It requires
natural reserves and long- term retentions
to be designated. It recognises the
importance of ancient woodland sites
and requires restoration plans and targets
for the sites that have been planted,
which are known as PAWS (Plantations
on Ancient Woodland Sites). It also
requires the retention of standing and
fallen deadwood within both plantation
and semi-natural woodland. 

Many of our forests were planted relatively
recently and it takes time for deadwood
and veteran trees to develop. Deadwood is
therefore an important element that is
found in natural forests, which we need to
try to recreate in our Scottish forests. It is
extremely important both for invertebrate
species and for hole nesting birds. Each
Forest District has a statement describing
how they will locally increase and manage
deadwood so that it will have the greatest
environmental benefit. 

Owls, both Barn and Tawny have
benefited from the nest barrels that have
been erected in Galloway, Kintyre,
Cowal & Trossachs and Fort Augustus.

Forests could provide three of the
elements that owls require – hunting
habitat, an abundance of small prey and
freedom from frequent disturbance. The
barrels provided the fourth vital element
– nest sites. Some schemes such as the
one in Galloway have been running for
over 20 years.

Forestry Commission Scotland has been
instrumental in assisting the spread of
Ospreys throughout Scotland. Through the
work of wildlife rangers and their tree
climbing skills many nesting platforms for
Ospreys have been built in safe secure
places. These artificial sites can attract
young birds and save them time building

Forestry and Birds
in Scotland

Ospreys at Glentress (Forestry Commission)

Barn Owl nestbox (Harry Scott)
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nests thus increasing the likelihood of
successful breeding and chick survival.
Ospreys’ 50th, a partnership project with
RSPB, is a three-year celebration of the
50th anniversary of the return of Ospreys to
breed in Scotland in 1954 after an absence
of 38 years. Other partners include the
Scottish Wildlife Trust, Kailzie Gardens,
Dumfries & Galloway Council, the Scottish
Raptor Study Groups and the Highland
Foundation for Wildlife. The project covers
six Osprey viewing facilities in Scotland
that allow the public to see these
magnificent birds at close quarters. The
sites are managed by FCS, RSPB, SWT and
Dumfries & Galloway Council and
wonderful stories have come out of all six
sites that have captivated the public and
the press. The two FCS sites at Aberfoyle
and in Glentress have also had their nail
biting moments, when a natural nest site
was blown out of a tree at Aberfoyle and
David Anderson raced to save the chicks
and build a new nest for them. In Glentress
this year we watched with baited breadth
to see if the youngest chick of four, that had
been named “Errol”, would survive the
wrath of his siblings in the fight for food.
Luckily both stories had a happy ending! If
you would like to watch the stories unfold
next season and see live images then visit
www.forestry.gov.uk/tweedvalleyospreys,
which also has links to the FCS viewing site
at Aberfoyle. All the Ospreys’ 50th partners
also have websites, but rather than just visit
the website you might like to visit the
actual sites.

Sometimes creating nest sites isn’t enough
as populations have actually been lost in
certain areas. We have worked closely
with Roy Dennis and SNH over the years
to help provide chicks for translocation
projects to other areas, both in Scotland
and further afield. This has resulted in
Osprey chicks from Scotland helping to
recolonise England under the Rutland
Water translocation project. Rutland birds
have gone on to form the basis of the
nascent Welsh breeding population. Other
chicks have been donated to a project in
Spain. Within Scotland, Red Kites have
been translocated from FCS nest sites on
the Black Isle to Perthshire and to
Dumfries and Galloway. The Red Kite trail
in Galloway, which allows the public to
see them, is a partnership project with
RSPB and local bodies.

The Golden Eagle, one of the most iconic
birds in Scotland, has also been helped by
building suitable nesting platforms on the
edge of forests adjacent to open moorland.
In Kintyre as part of a windfarm
development, we have been involved in
recreating important open moorland
habitat within an eagle’s home range by
removing planted conifers and on Mull we
plan not to replant key areas after they

have been felled to help Golden Eagle
ranges. We are not only helping Golden
Eagle conservation in Scotland but also
helping partners in Ireland by providing
eaglets from eyries on the forest estate for
the Golden Eagle Trust Ltd reintroduction
scheme in Donegal, led by Lorcan
O’Toole, with which the Irish Raptor Study
Group is involved. A female Golden Eagle,
taken from an eyrie on FCS land in Glen
Affric in 2001, became the first to lay eggs
in Ireland for almost 50 years. 

Scotland has itself benefited from the re-
introduction of Sea Eagles from Norway
and several of the FCS managed forests
down the west coast now provide nesting
sites for these huge birds. The nest site on
Mull that the public can view during the
breeding season is on FCS managed land.
We work closely in partnership with RSPB,
the Mull & Iona Community Trust and local
volunteers to run the sea eagle viewing
facility and to protect the nest throughout
the season. There are several CCTV
viewing facilities in tourist information
facilities or visitor centres around Scotland,
which use nest sites within FCS
management. These include Hen Harriers,
Red Kites, Peregrines and Herons. Getting
the public involved in conservation and
allowing them to appreciate the richness of
the habitats and species that Scotland is

lucky to have, is one of the objectives of the
Scottish Biodiversity Strategy, and FCS is
keen to play a part in delivering this
objective. Well managed wildlife viewing
also has a key role to play in sustainable
rural development through green tourism
and we are keen to work with responsible
local businesses and partners to develop
projects that both safeguard the species and
allow the public to see them.

There are many other projects and species
that I could describe involving work with
Crested Tits and Crossbills in our
Caledonian Pinewood Reserves, boxes for
Goldeneyes and habitat management for
Nightjars in Dumfries and Galloway.
Satellite tracking of Honey Buzzards and
Ospreys with Roy Dennis’ Highland
Foundation for Wildlife has also given
spectacular results. 

Forestry has had its critics but the
wonderful thing about being asked to
write an article like this is that it makes me
realise just how much work is actually
being done. I think that the future is
extremely positive for the care of
Scotland’s birds within the land managed
by Scotland’s foresters.

Moira Baptie,
Forestry Commission, Inverness

Moira.baptie@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

Golden Eaglet (Forestry Commission)




























