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On Saturday 29th April, another free pelagic
cruise took place in the series organised by
Sergeant John Simpson and Constable
Kenny Stewart, to highlight wildlife crime
and promote partnership between ornithol-
ogists and the police. This year, John has
excelled himself and organised five cruises,
of which this was the first.

Departing as usual from the MoD facility
at Greenock, at the slightly later time of
9.30, we were hardly out of the dock
when a couple of Sandwich Terns graced
us with their presence, rapidly followed
by four Black Guillemots. Eiders and
Gannets soon followed, the Gannets
diving in the distance before we turned
the corner round Cloch Point. Although
wildlife was a bit thin “on the ground”
this early in the season, there were
several Seals and Porpoises, and the
usual Guillemots, Cormorants and Shags.
These were supplemented by the less
usual Puffins and Razorbills.

The weather was sunny, and although
there was a cold wind, yours truly spent
almost the entire cruise at the sharp end,
waiting for suitable photographic opportu-
nities, and being fed suitable titbits by his

ever-attentive wife, there being no time in
a photographer’s life to attend to such
minutiae for oneself, as the viewfinder has
to have priority over eating! Approaching
the island, a Golden Eagle and a Buzzard
were seen soaring over the peninsula
above the Cock of Arran.

Arriving in Lochranza, we disembarked,
and the Arran Natural History Society
joined the MV Oronsay for a short cruise in
Kilbrannan Sound, during which a Great
Northern Diver was reported. Greater
Black-backed and Herring Gulls gathered
on the water to the west of the pier, feeding
in a small area just offshore - near to what
was perhaps a sewage outfall? The
excellent Sandwich Station was patronised
by several people for lunch, as due to the
later start, there was no time to go to the
distillery on this occasion.

On the return trip to Greenock, a flock of
Gannets was seen on the water off Bute,
and a few Kittiwakes flew past. The way
back was punctuated by the antics of
Guillemots, diving to escape at the last
minute as the boat threatened to run over
them. More Gannets were diving off the
Cloch Lighthouse. A last minute view of

Wildlife Crime Pelagic Cruise

Black Guillemots in flight greeted us as we
approached the dock around 6pm, and
another pelagic cruise was over.

SOC members are making full use of these
enjoyable cruises – next dates are 22nd
July, 19th August and 16th September.
Further enquiries, please contact
kennystewart43@hotmail.co.uk.

David Palmar
www.photoscot.co.uk

Passing Toward Point, Bute and Arran beyond 
(David Palmar)

Gannets against Kintyre (David Palmar)



2 Scottish Bird News 80  (June 2006)

Living so close to the shore at Rockcliffe
has allowed John to move easily from the
use of his telescope and sketchpad “in the
field” to his studio. The spontaneity and
energy in John’s work reflects not only his
love of birds and all wildlife but also his
appreciation of the environment that they
occupy. John will refer to his excellent
library where he checks details where
necessary. I find his paintings of rocks a
joy and am pleased that any visitor that
has seen John’s “Ravens over the Rough
Firth” has enjoyed the experience. Recent
times have seen John practising his art in a
variety of ways: commissions, illustrations
for visitor centres, interpretation boards,
leaflets and cards. Organisations using his
work include Dumfries and Galloway
Council, NTS, RSPB, WWT and WWF. He
has also been teaching an evening class on
“The Art of Seeing”, plus giving talks on
“Wildlife in Art”. John was an award
winner at the National Exhibition of
Wildlife Art in 2001 and 2004. He has
been selected to show at the Society of
Wildlife Artists Exhibition and at Christie’s
Wildlife Art Sale.

Being a bibliophile will result in adding to
his collection of books at least one that will
contain his own pictures and text. This is
planned for release in the summer of 2007.
Like Donald Watson before him, John is an
active member of the bird-loving
community. I trust that his interpretation of
the landscape and wildlife of this and other
parts of Scotland will be enjoyed by many
more people in the years to come.

Brian Smith

John Threlfall has been painting seriously
since 1990 but admits to not enjoying art
at school. He lives in Rockcliffe on the
Rough Firth in sight of Hestan Island and
within the East Stewartry Coast National
Scenic Area. Its tidal nature and light-filled
skyscapes create constantly changing
patterns that are a permanent source of
inspiration. The seasonal movement of
waders, wildfowl and other birds adds
considerable interest.

Born in Bolton in Lancashire, moving
ultimately to Sheffield with his parents, he
was always a lover of the great outdoors.
Following a degree in geochemistry at
Liverpool, John worked summers for the
British Geological Survey and winters as a
ski instructor in both the Cairngorms and
the Alps. At this time he was a member of
Sheffield RSPB Group where he was first
introduced to the special qualities of the
Solway with its wintering migrant birds.

During one summer surveying in
Galloway, he was taken to meet the late
Donald Watson and was impressed by not
only his art but also his great humility -
Donald asked John for his opinion on a
painting that he was working on of Kestrels
that he felt “were not quite right”. At this
poignant time the memory is very strong.

In 1995, John was asked by Jack Fleming to
produce a mural in the only hide (as it was
then) at RSPB’s Mersehead Reserve. It
remains an excellent example of his style
and enhances the visit for new and returning
visitors to Mersehead, together with his
murals in the new hide. John remains
indebted to Jack, Eric Neilson and partic-
ularly Ray Hawley for their encouragement
in various ways at that time. During the early
nineties, John was influenced by the very
nature of the Nith estuary looking east from
the lower slopes of Criffel - he talks of the
entrancement of open skies, the changing
light, mood and tides. John became a part of
the young professional wildlife community
locally, which included Judy Baxter; a
ranger for NTS based at Rockcliffe. John and
Judy expressed their appreciation of
Galloway in a Spring wedding in
Castramont Wood at Gatehouse of Fleet, a
SWT reserve of great beauty.

An artist on the Solway

Ravens over the Rough Firth

John at work on Rockcliffe beach (Brian Smith)

Bullfinch

Greenshank

Red-breasted Merganser
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NEWS & NOTICES
200 Club
The latest prizewinners are – February: 1st
£30 M. Nicholl, 2nd £20 Dr. Cullen, 3rd
£10 M.Holling. March: 1st £30 R.C.
Welland, 2nd £20 I.Balfour-Paul, 3rd £10
Mrs. Pyatt. April: 1st £30 W.M. Morrison,
2nd £20 J.S.Wilson, 3rd £10 I.M.Darling.

Please note that the “new year” starts in
June and new members would be very
welcome. They must be over 18 and Club
members. Please contact Daphne Peirse-
Duncombe at Rosebank, Gattonside,
Melrose, Roxburghshire TD6 9NH.

New SOC members
We welcome the following new members
to the club: Ayrshire: Mr W Frame, Mr J D
MacDonald, Borders: Mr D E Aldous, Mr
M Rafferty, Mrs L Shek & Family, Mr & Mrs
H W Tasker, Mr A J Tucker, Central
Scotland: Mr P A J Ferns, Mr A C N Rogers,
Clyde: Mr J Hannah, England, Wales & NI:
Mr R Moran, Mr D Shackleton, Grampian:
Ms I Soehle, Highland: Mr G Hamlett, Ms
C Seymour, Lothian: Mr B D Allison, Mr A
Arthur, Mr D J Brayford, Miss N Carlyon,
Mr & Mrs D Clark, Mr & Mrs L Crawford
C.A., Mr & Mrs M G Donaghy, Miss A M
Harper, Mr C Howden, Ms S Jury, Mr & Mrs
K A Lloyd, Mrs J B N Marshall, Mr B
McNeil, Mr & Mrs B Mercer, Mr A Mitchell
and family, Mrs S Moffat, Mr M T Moffat, Dr
D J Morse, Ms J Muller & Ms G Hynd, Mrs
C Peters, Mr & Mrs S Quinney, Mrs S
Rogers, Mrs J M Salt, Ms E J Sloan, Mr J Ross
Stewart, Mrs S D Vick, Mr W J Whatmore,
Ms J A Wilson, Mr & Mrs J Woodhouse, Mr
R Alan Young, Stewartry: Mr & Mrs G
Colbenson, Mr J Hull & Family.

Recorder Co-ordinator
Dr Clive McKay was appointed to this
post, starting on the 1st April 2006. Clive
has a lot of experience, both in the field –
research on Eiders and Chough and
various reserve warden and habitat officer
posts for the RSPB - and in collating and
writing up results before becoming self-
employed as an Ecological Consultant and
Farming and Wildlife Advisor from
September 2003. In his various jobs he has
had to liaise with farmers, landowners and
local communities, as well as being
responsible for data capture from a wide
range of monitoring projects including
annual breeding, wader, Hen Harrier and
Marsh Fritillary surveys, WeBS counts and
arable bird surveys. He already knows
some of the recorders and has worked with
them in the past. He is based in Angus with
his young family but still has a house in
Islay. His enthusiasm for the job and his
knowledge of birds and computers make
him the ideal person for the position.
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The post is part-time for two years and is
half-funded by the SNH. His job is to meet
with the 20 local recorders and some of
their key observers, and to collate all the
records from them onto a suitable data
base, which is compatible with the NBN
(National Biodiversity Network). At the
moment, recorders submit records
gathered from lots of observers, and some
write local Bird Reports, others send them
to HQ and some just keep them until they
are required for Scottish Birds. Most are on
some kind of spreadsheet format and one
of Clive’s tasks is to try and synchronize
these onto a suitable data base. The NBN
covers the whole of Britain and SNH are
really keen to gather as much information
as possible on to it. There was a definite
lack of bird records on the NBN for
Scotland, and so this post was created.
Once the format and mechanism is in
place, it should be fairly easy to co-
ordinate future years of records. It is
envisaged that after 2 years, there might be
funds available to put all the previous
years’ records on the same data base. We
wish Clive all the best in his new job and
hope that he will meet many of you over
the next two years.

Janet Crummy

The Golden Plover Award
George Waterston’s pivotal role as one of
the fathers of modern Scottish ornithology
was recognised during RSPB Scotland’s
centenary when he posthumously
received the Society’s ‘Golden Plover
Award’. It seems appropriate that this
award should be housed in the building
which bears his name and visitors to
Waterston House will now be able to see
it on display there.

Keith Morton

Scottish Bird News 80  (June 2006)

The Golden Plover Award



4 Scottish Bird News 80  (June 2006)

Derek Ratcliffe
The many obituaries and tributes to Derek
have listed his extraordinary achievements.
He devised the modern framework for
nature conservation in the two volume
Nature Conservation Review; he made the
key discovery about the link between
pesticides and eggshell thinning in raptors;
he published classic books on the
Peregrine and the Raven; he pioneered the
description and classification of mountain
vegetation in the Scottish Highlands; he led
the battle to save the ‘Flow Country’ (a
phrase for the far north peatlands devised
by Derek) from afforestation; and he wrote
defining books on places as far apart as
Lapland, Lakeland and the Highlands. He
was a colossus, an enigma and a guru, and
even featured in The Sunday Times as one
of a hundred people who had most
influenced the 20th Century.

But, what was he like? Well, as those of you
who met Derek will know, he did not dress,
speak or behave as if he was important. No,
he was quiet - reserved even - courteous,
shy, unassuming and modest. He shunned
the limelight, sometimes enduring hours of
meetings without saying a word, and was
often sceptical.

Most people who knew of Derek would
use words such as ‘respected’, ‘original’,
‘dedicated’, ‘scholarly’, or ‘mentor’. And
indeed he had a claim on all of these, but
somehow he was much more in the round.
He wrote beautifully, a skill he inherited
from his mother- a teacher of English and
French. He observed nature acutely and
analytically- influenced heavily by the
brilliant Cumbrian naturalist, Ernest
Blezard. And he thought about the plight
of nature, wrote about its place in society,
and constantly urged people, especially
raptor workers, to rise up in its defence. 

And it is here that we begin to understand
what drove Derek. He hated injustice; he
believed absolutely in fairness, and never
ceased to be infuriated, and I mean
infuriated, by the destruction of wild
places, as well as wildlife, for political
gain. Derek was driven by a desire to
understand the place of plants and animals
in nature. He was obsessed with plotting
nest sites of Peregrines, Ravens and
Golden Eagles, and grappling with why
some parts had higher densities or more
productive populations than others. It was
the same with plants, especially some of
the ferns and mosses, whose distribution
he just had to understand. And as it
dawned on him that human influences
were at play in shaping much of the
pattern he observed, he became aware of
the need to tackle some of the problems
head on; to stand up and be counted, as
he put it so often.

agement whilst holding the rope in one
hand and spying through his trusted
binoculars for the next crag to check! He
could be restless and fast; driving with him
I first experienced 100mph in his old
Triumph Stag! Once out of the car he
would be raring to go and if he had to chat
with a landowner or keeper before heading
off, you could sense his palpable desire to
get going as soon as eye contact was lost.
Derek could be seized with ideas
regarding places to check. Once, I spent
two hours with him watching over a site for
a homing Greenshank, on the express
instruction of Desmond Nethersole-
Thompson not to budge until the bird was
seen returning to its then unfound nest. As
time passed Derek declared he was bored
and thought we should go and check an
eagle eyrie; we did, and saw an eaglet in
the nest. But the sound of a Greenshank
about to go on its nest, a mile away, was
the portent to a lambasting from DN-T. In
Derek’s words afterwards, we had deserted
our post and were duly court martialled!

All of us who have studied or just enjoyed
raptors have been influenced by Derek.
He was the founding father of the
systematic, national survey of widespread
raptors, based on territory-by-territory
checks. He was the first to think critically
about factors influencing the patterns of
distribution in numbers of raptors, and the
role of food and nest sites as limiting
factors. But above all, with his penetrating
and broad knowledge and understanding,
and personal commitment, he effectively
led the nature conservation movement in
the 1970s and 80s, laying the foundations
for the wildlife legislation and protected
areas we have today.

One of Derek’s most important scientific
papers, entitled ‘Thoughts towards a
philosophy of nature conservation’,
published in Biological Conservation in
1976, ends with a deeply revealing
statement:

“The magic of the natural world beckons
and challenges, and lures the receptive
soul ever onwards but, like the Holy Grail,
it is never finally found and possessed.
And this is its fascination.”

I think Derek did find the magic of the
natural world, and for his journey we are
greatly in his debt. As time marches on, I
hope that like me, you look forward to
seeing the name Derek Ratcliffe turn into
a legend.

I am grateful to Professors Ian Newton and
Colin Galbraith for discussions regarding
Derek’s work on raptors.

Des Thompson, Principal Uplands
Adviser, Scottish Natural Heritage

Derek had a photographic memory of most
of Britain, and certainly of the uplands.
Name a location, and he could describe
the habitats, the intricacies of the ecology,
and much of the birdlife- and often the
history of Peregrine or Raven site usage. He
loved to capture the beauty of nature in
photographs, but really these were small
snapshots of his unrivalled knowledge.

When at the desk writing, he produced
manuscripts which were word perfect and
based almost entirely on what was in his
head (reinforced by detailed notes made
on the evenings of long days in the field).
He was a supreme observer. His industry
and energy were remarkable, driven by a
thirst for knowledge, and an urge to set the
record straight. And what we got was an
outpouring of facts and information
assembled in a logical and fascinating way.
Derek drew you into the wilds of Britain,
and revealed elegantly the hidden wonders
of what was there to be discovered.

In the field he was special company and at
his happiest. He rarely worked in the field
alone, instead enjoying company and the
banter that went with it. You could be with
Derek for hours without exchanging a
word, yet it seemed as if you had been
communicating all the time. There was a
rhythm to his presence in the field; he
always seemed so perfectly in tune with
his upland haunts.

And what fun Derek was to be with. I was
10 years old when I first went in the field
with him and by 11 was clambering down
over crags, attached to an old hemp rope,
to check the nests of Peregrine and Golden
Eagle. Invariably the rope would be too
short, and the evening light would be
fading, but Derek would shout encour-

Derek Ratcliffe (Des Thompson)



Dave Allan
Many of you who have visited or phoned
Waterston House since the start of the
new year will have seen or spoken to
Dave Allan. Dave is a familiar face
around the area, having worked for the
East Lothian Council Ranger Service,
based at Musselburgh lagoons. Since he
left the Ranger service, he has been busy
with surveys and bird recording in the
area. He helped with the move from
Musselburgh to Aberlady, volunteered at
Waterston House and was appointed to
the staff in January 2006.

He works part time, 3 and a half days,
including week ends. With Keith
Macgregor, he has organised guided
walks which have proved very
successful. He has been instrumental in
keeping the Donald Watson Gallery
looking forward with different exhibitions
and he takes great pride in keeping the
building running as smoothly as possible.
He is an excellent ambassador for the
Club, and all visitors receive a warm
welcome from him. We are very happy
that he joined the staff this year.

Janet Crummy

Bryan Nelson MBE
Long-standing SOC member and
Galloway resident, Dr Bryan Nelson, was
awarded an MBE in the New Year honours
list, for his ornithological work, especially
on boobies. The award reflects a long
career of research in many parts of the
world. Assisted by his wife June, he has
studied seabirds, but especially Gannets
and their relatives, and has published
numerous papers and books on these
species. The MBE acknowledges this
enormous contribution to scientific work
on seabirds.
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It was a visit to Ailsa Craig as a boy in
1953 that first prompted Bryan’s interest in
Gannets. He studied zoology at the
University of St Andrews and moved on to
complete a D. Phil. at Oxford, studying
Gannets on Bass Rock. This three-year
sojourn followed his marriage to June in
1960, and each summer they lived in a hut
on the island. Following this, they went to
the Galapagos to study other boobies, and
for one year camped on an island with no
contact with the outside world – except for
a visit from the Duke of Edinburgh, passing
by on the Britannia! The island theme
continued with a detailed study of Abbot’s
Booby on Christmas Island in the Indian
Ocean. Threatened by phosphate mining,
Bryan’s work helped to ensure that a large
proportion of the forest nesting habitat of
this very rare seabird (only 2,300 at that
time) was designated as a National Park by
the Australian government. In 1968, Bryan
moved from tropical islands to the desert,
trying to establish a research station in
Jordan – until growing Middle East
tensions forced an early departure.

Moving back to Scotland, he became a
lecturer at Aberdeen University until 1982,
and the seabird research theme continued.
In 1974, he took part in a major expedition
to Aldabra, an uninhabited atoll in the
Seychelles, and home to many thousands of
seabirds, including frigate birds. Only by
chance were the expedition members able
to leave, as their original ship had broken
down. Not deterred, further work on
seabirds followed in New Zealand. In 1982,
Bryan retired and he and June moved to the
Stewartry, though there was more work at
Bass Rock and three more visits to Christmas
Island to supervise further studies. They also
became involved in the setting up of the
Scottish Seabird Centre at North Berwick,
and they are both Honorary Directors. 

Bryan has published eight books, starting
with ‘Galapagos – island of birds’. The
most recent is ‘Pelicans, Cormorants and
their relatives’, published by Oxford
University Press (and reviewed in SBN 79);
a work that took 15 years to complete. It
marks the latest achievement in an
extraordinary career, and one that has
contributed much to ornithology in
Scotland and across the world.

With thanks to ‘Galloway News’
(19 January 2006) for some information.

Ian Francis

In Memory of Major Alastair
David Peirse-Duncombe
(1923–2002)
At a short ceremony on 22April, Daphne
Peirse-Duncombe planted a rowan tree in
a prominent position in front of Waterston
House in memory of her husband. Alastair
was Secretary of the SOC from 1969 – 83
and Acting Secretary from 1988 – 89. He
was also Asst Hon. Sec. 1977 – 80 and
Hon. Sec. 1980 – 83 of Fair Isle Trust. In
1989, he started the SOC 200 Club which
has so benefited the SOC and which is
now run by Daphne.

Daphne at the tree-planting (Keith Morton)

Scottish Birdwatchers’ Conference – 18th March, 2006
This year’s joint SOC/BTO venue was the
superbly appointed Western Infirmary
Lecture Theatre which is part of the
University of Glasgow. The 128
delegates met to enjoy coffee and
conversation in the spacious Entrance
Hall and to explore round the various
stands. A notable addition this year was
David Palmar’s bird photography (www
photoscot.co.uk) display – a magnificent
splash of coloured images as one entered
the area. Soon the day’s lectures began
following the theme “Bird Conservation
Counts”, starting appropriately with
Chris Waltho, Vice President of SOC and
Chairman of Clyde Branch.

From Bird Counts to Birds Count
– Chris Waltho
The Conference opened with Chris ‘Eider
Man’ Waltho’s excellent and entertaining
overview of local survey work. Whenever
and wherever we bird watchers are out
and about, we must be asking ourselves
the following questions:

What? Where? When? How many? Doing
what? How? Where from? Why?

AND, pass the answers on to our Local
Recorder on a regular basis. Daily counts,
monthly counts, WeBs counts; continuous
and accurate recording has produced data
bases that provide input into environ-
mental impact studies, planning enquiries
and protection area applications, as well

Chris Waltho (SOC Vice-President) chats with a 
delegate at the SOC stand (Jimmy Maxwell)
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of the Meadow Pipit. The females come ten
to fourteen days later when they check out
the food supply which if short, governs
clutch size. Prey items being brought to the
nest can be identified with some difficulty.

The presentation concluded with fox
predation shown by four stills, edited from
CCTV footage (see SBN 77). These showed
a fox dining on three chicks, the only
survivor being the runt of the clutch which
bravely resisted the attacks.

Frank Fleming

Rising to the Challenge of Raptor
Conservation - Chris Wernham
At very short notice, Chris undertook to fill
in for Des Thompson and give his presen-
tation. This was a very ambitious and
rather delicate task to fulfill considering
Des would have come at this from the
SNH angle whereas Chris is firmly
established as Head of BTO Scotland. To
emphasize the complexity of the set up
one should understand that seven
individual organisations - BTO Scotland
(British Trust for Ornithology), SNH
(Scottish Natural Heritage), SRSG (Scottish
Raptor Study Groups), RBBP (Rare
Breeding Birds Panel), RSPB Scotland

declines on Canna far exceeded those on
adjacent islands and the species mainly
affected were those nesting in burrows or
under boulders. Inaccessible nesters such
as Kittiwakes on cliff ledges had actually
increased. Research showed that the prime
cause was predation by Brown Rats,
which had increased due to milder
winters. Because Canna supported
internationally important seabird
populations, it was granted SPA status, and
EU Life funding was gained for a major
eradication programme. This involved
setting up bait stations throughout the
island and checking the outcome. The bait
used was chosen so as not to affect raptors.
Eradication has been a success and
measures are in place to prevent rats
returning by, for example, bait traps at the
ferry terminal. In concluding his
engrossing talk, Bob said that Canna was
once again a safe haven for sea birds but
that they faced further serious threats such
as lack of fish noted in the 2005 season. 

John Reid 

Delegates were then invited to make their
first attempts at the usual ongoing
Identification Quiz, which this year
involved recognising tiny fragments of
well-known species. Then coffee, and
time to catch up with friends before the
morning’s programme continued.

Hen Harriers and Heather
- Iain Gibson
This talk described a survey of the Hen
Harrier population on the Renfrewshire
Hills, emphasising the role that heather
plays in the Hen Harrier life cycle. This
was clearly illustrated by a map featuring
nesting areas in the northern part of the
survey area, whereas the southern part
was virtually clear. The former
comprised a heather moor while the
latter was grassland.

Threats to the species were identified,
predominately generated by man. Being a
Red Grouse moor, keepers may destroy
nests in an attempt to reduce perceived
predation on grouse chicks and maximise
numbers for the gun. Heather burn is an
accepted practice to assist in replacing old
tough heather with young shoots. While
controlled smallish areas are acceptable,
large areas are not so easy to control and
simply reduce the available habitat.
Another facet to burning is the destruction
of invertebrate life forms - reptiles,
amphibians and small mammals. It is also
suspected that developers wishing to
construct windfarms may trash the area
prior to an Environmental Impact
Assessment being carried out.

Males tend to return to the moor first
coinciding with, or shortly after, the arrival

as to SOC branch reports and BS3. Chris
showed data from Eider counts at
Rhu/Coalport, Redshank counts from the
Inner Clyde, Capercaillie counts from the
Loch Lomond islands, and Bean Geese on
the Slamannan Plateau. Tetrad atlas work
was illustrated with data for Meadow Pipit,
Swift, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Sand
Martin and Garden Warbler.

The speaker explained the classification
system for Birds of Conservation Concern
[red, amber, green] illustrating the
flexibility of the system. Species A, amber
status, recent decline, turned out to be
SOC membership figures, while species B,
clearly growing, of no concern, green, was
BTO membership! Bird counts are vital to
Local Biodiversity Plans, to Sustainable
Development Plans, as indicators of
Scottish biodiversity and as input into land
use planning.

After a short commercial for the SOC -
remember it is an amber species - the
audience was urged to use the real time
facility of Bird Track Online [BTO] which
makes recording painless, giving local and
national access to all the answers resulting
from asking the questions set at the start of
a very professional presentation.

Michael Thomas

The Canna Seabird Crisis
- Bob Swann
Bob outlined the geography of Canna, an
island some 8km long by 2km wide with
steep cliffs an important feature, and
highlighted the importance of its breeding
seabird colonies. He explained how the
Highland Ringing Group had been
monitoring these colonies for 36 years and
had been able to show that for all but one
of the nesting species, serious declines had
occurred over the past decade. The worst
was experienced by the Manx Shearwater
colony, which fell from 1500 pairs to only
1 or 2 pairs. Population reductions of 16 to
62 percent were observed in Fulmar, Shag,
Herring gull, Guillemot and Razorbill. The
exception to this trend was the Kittiwake,
which showed a 40 percent increase. The

Bob Swann (Jimmy Maxwell)

Iain Gibson SOC Clyde Branch (Jimmy Maxwell)

Chris Wernham BTO Scotland (Jimmy Maxwell)
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immigration/emigration, productivity and
survival. Annual trends produced,
problem species flagged and factors
affecting productivity identified. In 2005,
Mistle Thrush, Skylark, Spotted Flycatcher
and Starling all suffered reduced brood
sizes. Pied Flycatcher and Redstart
showed higher failure rates with colder
temperatures. Rainy weather reduces
Peregrine and Willow Warbler success.
Barn Owls breed less well after cold
weather.

There are target ranges of species, eg those
nesting in the open - larks, finches,
warblers, which have generally declined;
and those nesting in holes, eg tits, which
have increased. A cartoon showed that a
bird in the Land is not better than one in
the Bush. If you wish to take part please
email records to nest-records@bto.org ,
and the NRS website is
www.bto.org/goto/nrs.htm. All in all, a
rattling good lecture.

David Merrie

The Solway Serengeti
- Dave Fairlamb
This clearly presented and well illustrated
talk took us from the wilderness of Arctic
Svalbard to the extensive green plains of
Galloway. The entire population of
Barnacle Geese, one of only three separate

(Royal Society for the Protection of Birds),
JNCC (Joint Nature Conservation
Committee) and SOC (Scottish
Ornithologists’ Club) - make up the
Scottish Raptor Monitoring Group of
which Des is chairman.
However Chris with gusto and abandon
and obvious extreme familiarity started to
throw these titles and acronyms about,
then, rather to the relief of the audience,
gave a systematic account of the group’s
objectives, progress, achievements and
data so far committed to publication.
One has to admire breadth and scope of
this project - raptors being the most
intensely studied creatures in Scotland. To
fully appreciate the importance of this
data, a quiet room and several hours of
careful study are required.

Campbell McLellan

Lunch now followed, served comfortably
among the exhibits in the Entrance Hall –
and this time generally applauded for its
variety, quality and quantity. The
afternoon’s lectures then got underway...

Counting your eggs before they hatch
- Dave Leech (BTO)
Dave sprang upon the post-lunch
audience, ringed (as befits a BTO man, but
in the ear) and enthusiastic. He told us all
about the BTO’s Nest Record Scheme
(NRS), of which he is head. With a wary
eye on Chris Waltho’s 5 and 1 minute
cards, he rattled out statistic after statistic.
85 million pairs of breeding birds in UK
(he didn’t say how many of these were
Pheasants!). Scotland has 94% of Sand
Martin breeding records, 100% of Manx
Shearwaters and 8% of volunteer
recorders. Nest-recording is easy, tips
given, please help. All now put on IPMR
database. The scheme is closely tied to the
BTO’s Ringing Scheme and provides data
on factors influencing population -

populations in the world, winters in the
Solway area at Caerlaverock. This
population has been studied intensively
since the 1950s and thanks to a series of
both bird and habitat protection
legislation, has grown into a sustained
flock of 27,000 individuals. Both ringing
projects and field work have shown that
this rapid increase is tapering off as
proportionately fewer juveniles are
produced each year. There appears to be a
high survival rate in adults and the limiting
factor may finally be the size of the
breeding grounds.

The impact that the Geese have had on the
Solway has been varied. By attracting
many birdwatchers to the area the geese
have provided incomes for many hotels
and tourist-related industries, particularly
helpful to them during the quieter winter
months. Much of this success has also
been down to the local farmers, many of
whom have gained financially due to the
presence of the geese. The new
partnerships between conservation
bodies, shooters, SNH and the farmers
have lead to the geese being seen now as
a cash crop and not a nuisance.

This very positive and optimistic talk was
both lifting and enjoyable.

Iain Livingstone 

Volunteering Counts for Bird
Conservation - John Clark
John Clark then continued the theme of
volunteer counting for conservation by
giving a personal account of his
experiences as a volunteer and explaining
how this had eventually led to a career
with the RSPB. As information officer at
the RSPB Lochwinnoch Nature Reserve,
John is currently involved heavily with

Keith Macgregor and Dave Allan man the SOC stand
(Jimmy Maxwell)

Dave Leech (centre) BTO, with the technicians
(Jimmy Maxwell)

Dave Fairlamb RSPB (Jimmy Maxwell)

John Clark RSPB (Jimmy Maxwell)
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environmental education with, among
others, 2000 school children visiting the
reserve in 2005. John’s ability to
communicate with large numbers of
people was obvious from his excellent
presentation. From early beginnings with
the YOC (now RSPB Wildlife Explorers),
he described his own past experiences as
voluntary resident warden at various
reserves, pointing out that a knowledge of
birds was not the only skill required.
Wardens are expected to manage habitat
and liaise with farmers, as well as dealing
with visitors and working in retail. Some
wardens organise 24-hour surveillance at
sensitive sites. They are also involved in
WeBS counts, Breeding Bird censuses and
the RSPB’s Volunteer and Farmer Alliance
which has successfully been extended to
275 farms during 2002-2005. John
explained his work on the expanding skua
populations while volunteering on Handa
Island, afterwards visiting Foula to
continue the associated fieldwork. He
showed how the Handa colony of Arctic
and Great Skuas had become established
and explained how the consequential
predation of the Great Skuas was affecting
the Arctic Skuas.

Norman Elkins

After a brief coffee break, the last speaker
continued...

Monitoring Waterbirds: The Wetland
Bird Survey – Graham Austin
Graham, leader of the BTO’s Wetland and
Coastal Ecology Unit, described how
three species of WeBS person may
currently be seen on the fringes of coastal,
estuarial or inland waters, all likely to be
in weather proof clothing and equipped

with telescope, binoculars and notepad.
None should show webbed feet, but their
confidence in handling data from WeBS
websites should be apparent.

Core WeBS have been winter visitors for
half a century, mostly from September to
March, and generally seen on the same
day once each month. Some 3,000 are
around, predominantly beside estuaries
and large inland waters. Efforts to attract
more to exposed shores and ponds are in
hand. Their major successes are in
spotting avian trends such as the spread
north of Little Egret and Whooper Swan
increases.

Low-tide WeBS have appeared within the
last 10 years, mainly in November to
February, surveying the relative popularity
amongst different avian species of various
coastal dining areas, some 20% of the
study sites in all. The preferences of
Avocets versus Oystercatchers on the Exe,
for example, were such specific
knowledge as might inform an environ-
mental impact assessment for a proposed
development.

NEWS are a recent phenomenon, to be
found on rare one-off occasions in winter
months seeking non-estuarial wetland
birds which may have been overlooked by
the estuarial-loving Core WeBs predators.
Much more is now known of the
Turnstone since the NEWS appeared.

Over the last three years the BTO has
introduced WeBS Alert, a device which
flags high [over 50%], medium [25-50%]
falls in numbers and medium or large
increases in a priority set of avian species.
Much effort using what is known as
Biological Filters goes into exposing real
information from background noise.
Fluctuations in Bewick Swan populations,
for example, are normal and may not justify
an alert; changes in Mute Swan populations
would be significant. The switch of the
stable Knot population from west to east
coast sites has not required an alert.

Graham encouraged us all to look on
www.bto.org for the WeBS data on our
local sites. Preferably we should become a
WeBs person too, even if our chosen water
holds few or no birds or we are mere
casual visitors.

Henry Martin

The day’s Quiz produced two winners in
David Bates and Gordon Jamieson and
runners-up in Jimmy Maxwell and Iain
Livingstone. After prizes were dispensed,
Janet Crummy (SOC President) drew the
Conference to a close with appropriate
thanks to everyone involved. An EGM
followed...

EGM
The main reason for holding this meeting
was to ratify the 2004-5 SOC accounts,
and this was duly done. Dick Vernon then
gave a concise account of the present
financial situation of the Club and was
then re-appointed as SOC Treasurer. The
appointment of a new auditor, Sandy
Scotland CA, followed. The only
remaining business lay in the proposed
constitutional changes affecting
membership of Council. These changes
are designed to greatly increase SOC
Branch participation in the affairs of the
Club. Chris Waltho helped to explain the
changes which were then discussed and
finally agreed by the meeting. Branches
will receive appropriate advice and put
the changes directly into practice.

Full marks to SOC Clyde Branch for joint-
hosting this excellent day Conference with
BTO and ensuring that the theme, “Bird
Conservation Counts” avoided most of the
risks associated with statistical aridity by
variety of speaker and skilful technical
presentation – a really enjoyable day.

Jimmy Maxwell

Graham Austin BTO (Jimmy Maxwell)

Janet Crummy (SOC President) with John Simpson
and another delegate (Jimmy Maxwell)
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We hear again from the team who in the
RSPB are most involved with active
protection – we learn about some of the
procedural difficulties they experience as
they investigate wildlife crime and seek
successful prosecutions. 

On 17th February at Stonehaven Sheriff
Court, a former gamekeeper on Dinnet
Estate, Deeside, was fined £500 for offences
involving a Hen Harrier nest on the
neighbouring Crannach Estate. On the night
of June 25th 2003, Marshall was filmed by a
team of RSPB Investigations staff as he left
his landrover carrying a shotgun, climbed
over a fence onto Crannach and began to
stalk a recently fledged Hen Harrier for
several hundred metres across the hillside.
At one point he was seen to aim his shotgun
at the bird but did not shoot.

This prosecution was the end point of a
very successful period of work for the
Investigations Team in 2003. When
Marshall finally changed his pleas to guilty
half way through the trial, this brought to
an end a period of unprecedented legal
activity, which, due to worries over
prejudicing later hearings, was necessarily
played out away from the public gaze.

Given the well- known high levels of
persecution of birds of prey (see decades
of RSPB annual reports and recent SNH
papers on golden eagle persecution), it
was decided in the late 1990s that an
attempt should be made to film persons
attacking a bird of prey nest, preferably a
Hen Harrier – as the species with the
highest known level of persecution at that
time. An early attempt resulted in the
prosecution of a head gamekeeper in
Morayshire, who was filmed shooting a
recently fledged harrier on the ground - he
received a £2000 fine at Elgin Sheriff Court
in 2001.After this success (and clear
backing of the legal system by this result),
we continued to try to show that such
persecution is widespread.

At this point, without going into detail for
obvious reasons of security for the future,
it is worth pointing out that such work is
not easy – in addition to the rough
terrain, harsh weather in the open, and
long hours of waiting; there is the ever
present worry of equipment failure, birds
nesting in the “wrong place” and just
plain bad luck to contend with.

In 2003 we had a particularly effective and
experienced team working on the problem.
Our first breakthrough was a tip-off, that a
particular nesting Peregrine which had

endured a long history of deliberate
interference, was likely to be attacked
imminently. After a relatively short period
of waiting, the local gamekeeper, John
Macleod (41) of Haystoun Estate near
Peebles, was filmed clambering across to
the nest, removing the single Peregrine
chick present, putting it in a sack and
walking off. The police arrived within
minutes but the bird was never found.

Macleod was charged and the usual lengthy
court proceedings began – ending in a trial
at Selkirk Sheriff Court on 24th March 2004,
where Macleod was found not guilty on the
charges relating to the Peregrine chick, but
was fined £300 for leaving a gun and
ammunition unlocked in his vehicle at the
time of the incident. Sheriff Farrell agreed
with the defence submission that the RSPB
evidence was inadmissible, as they had
entered the estate without the owner’s
permission, intending to obtain evidence of
a crime (a very short précis of two hours of
legal debate!). Although the RSPB discussed
the matter of an appeal by the Crown,
against this decision – which of course
could have wide ramifications over the
reporting of all crimes on open land – no
appeal was forthcoming.

The third surveillance job carried out by the
RSPB, concerned a grouse moor, known
variously as Hopetoun Estate, Leadhills
Estate or Abington Farms Ltd, lying in the
Lowther Hills in South Lanarkshire. With a
shocking history of persecution of Hen
Harriers and Peregrines in particular, but
with harriers still attempting to nest each
spring, this was seen as an important target.
On 30th April 2003, a local underkeeper,
Gary Ford, walked up a small valley to the
vicinity of a Hen Harrier nest site being
watched by the team. In addition to filming
this man “finding” the harrier nest by
throwing a training bag for his dog into a
patch of heather; he was also filmed
picking up the dog, a Labrador, by the
throat and kicking it to the ground. He was
later charged with a cruelty offence after
SSPCA officers, a vet having viewed the
film. On the same night, a group of men

using torches arrived at the nest site, shot
the female bird and removed the eggs. One
of the RSPB team followed the men back to
the roadside, where he took their vehicle
number. The vehicle was found to be used
by the estate head keeper, William Steel,
while a shotgun cartridge found at the nest
matched the gun of his son, William Steel
junior. Steel junior was later charged by the
police, in relation to the killing of the
harrier and destruction of the nest.

Again a lengthy court process began. By the
time of the Selkirk result, this case was still
unresolved – it dragged on for many
months after that, until finally, all charges,
including the cruelty charge, were dropped
by the Procurator Fiscal. We believe this
was partly due to worries by the Crown of
a repeat of the Selkirk decision.

A few months before the Stonehaven court
decision, Investigations staff were involved
in yet another “interesting” court case –
this time at Aberdeen Sheriff Court. In July
2003, a member of the team was following
up an allegation of crow cage trap abuse
when he came across a “snare line”,
containing many rotting animal corpses –
including Badgers, Foxes and a Roe Deer.
The police were called and the local
gamekeeper Stephen Harmson was
charged with snaring offences. When the
case came to court in 2005 the defence
lawyer (the same person involved in all
three cases above) attempted to run the
“RSPB on land without permission”
argument again. Sheriff Cowan saw no
problem with our presence on open land -
the trial continued and the gamekeeper
was convicted and fined £600 on 19th
December 2005. At the time of writing, we
believe that an appeal by the defence is
pending; however, this is now not thought
to apply to the question of access to land.

In conclusion, we now have two sheriffs
who have stated that they see no problem
with hearing evidence obtained by
civilians (RSPB staff) going on to open land
for that purpose, without landowner
permission. There is also the Ross case at
Elgin where a guilty plea was entered
without recourse to such an argument. The
Selkirk decision now looks to be the “odd
one out”. Moving the discussion away
from of the strict letter of the law, members
of the public who have become aware of
this situation, have repeatedly said to us
that they cannot understand how a
member of the public can be barred from
telling a court about a crime, just because
the landowner has not given permission for
that person to be there. Surely, it is in any
landowner’s interests to have criminals
apprehended and dealt with by the Courts?

Dave Dick, Senior Investigations Officer,
RSPB Scotland

Some RSPB Investigations
- a good year for surveillance?

Peregrine chicks in defensive position - first successful
fledging for years from this Peebleshire eyrie, the year
after the filmed nest robbery (George Smith)
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To continue our retrospective series,
which looks at great Scottish ornithologists
within living memory, we now feature
Maury Meiklejohn (MFMM), one of the
best-loved characters ever to grace the
Scottish ornithological scene. The
following is drawn from several already-
published pieces and extracts written by
those who knew him well.

Maury Meiklejohn The man
– early beginnings (Donald Watson)
For a man to become a legend in his own
lifetime he must have exceptional
qualities. Maury Meiklejohn, who died in
Glasgow on 14th May 1974, was such a
man. He was most widely acclaimed for
his wit and erudition, but his countless
friends from all walks of life may
remember him most of all for his genuine
humanity. As a contributor to the
enjoyment of ornithology, through writing
and talk, he was unequalled. How
fortunate we were in Scotland that he
came to Glasgow in 1949, just when the
SOC was gathering momentum after the
war years. He joined the Club at once
and was elected to the Council in
1950, becoming President from
1960–63.

Born at Harpendon, Herts. in 1913,
he was however proud of his Scottish
blood and when near Dunblane,
liked to point out the house where his
grandmother had lived. From
Harpendon, the children went for
long country walks with their father, a
knowledgeable ornithologist, while
their mother encouraged them to
identify plants. At Gresham’s School,
Holt, he discovered the delights of
birdwatching on the Norfolk coast and

made life-long friends. There at the age of
fifteen, he was shown his first Pied
Flycatcher by T.A.Coward. At seventeen
he won an Open Scholarship in Modern
Languages to Oriel College, Oxford,
graduating with first-class honours in
French and Italian in 1934. Like many
young ornithologists of the time, he
acknowledged W.B. Alexander as a friend
and mentor.

From “the man behind the initials”
(Bob Caldow)
After leaving Oxford, Professor Meiklejohn
began his professional life as a lecturer in
Italian and Old French at the University of
Cape Town. In 1941 he enlisted in the
South African army, serving in East Africa,
Egypt, Palestine and Italy, returning to
Britain in 1945. Thereafter followed a brief
lectureship with the British Council in
Teheran, then three years as Head of the
Dept. of Italian at the University of Leeds
before his final appointment, the Stevenson
Chair of Italian at the University of
Glasgow. He was one of the most

prominent ornithologists of his time, being
a member of the British Rarities Committee,
first editor of Scottish Birds (and first Local
Recorder for the Clyde Area).

Professor Meiklejohn lived alone in the
west end, fending for himself and
achieving a level of competence in
cooking of which he was rather proud.
No-one however can have been more
dispassionate about his sartorial
appearance than Maury. Whenever he
could manage at weekends, he went off
birdwatching by bus or train, thereafter on
foot, bareheaded, clad in tweed or donkey
jacket, polo-necked sweater and scarf,
corduroy trousers and army boots, all
surmounted by an enormous pair of
binoculars hung around his neck.

Maury once said “I feel that I stand at a
watershed between an old age in
ornithology and a newer one”. After the
war, the need to protect and conserve
wildlife became increasingly apparent. A
more professional approach had to prevail
and inevitably ornithology acquired a
quantitative, scientific treatment which
some older naturalists found difficult to
adjust to and accept. Being in the presence
of birds Meiklejohn took as a privilege to
be grateful for and not to be abused. His
first concern was always for the bird and
any birdwatcher contravening that concern
could expect a reprimand. Prolonged
chasing of tired and hungry migrants to get
a better view would be one such case.
Normally however, Maury was gentle of
speech and demeanour and it took time for
one to recognise the various strands that
went to form his complex character. He
loved people and loved talking with them.
There must be few men who had such a
huge number of friends and acquaintances
ranging over the widest spectrum of types.
He raised no barriers except where poor
taste or behaviour intervened.

MFMM by yon bonnie banks
(John Mitchell)
It was D.E.Allen’s introductory remarks in
The Naturalist in Britain (1976) that made

me realise just how little we really
know of the personalities and private
lives of even the most distinguished
ornithologists of the past. Despite our
heritage of shelves crammed with
hundreds of bird books and journals,
there is often nothing more than the
obituary pages for the biographer to
turn to for material. Regrettably, much
the same thing will almost certainly be
said about the leading ornithologists
of our time by tomorrow’s
naturalist/historians. But there will be
the odd exception. For instance, there
is almost an embarras de richesses in
the hundreds of weekly articles

written for the Glasgow Herald by the late

Maury
Meiklejohn

Maury Meiklejohn (Image courtesy of The Herald and Evening Times picture archive)

Choughs on Islay J.B. Fleming -
(with kind permission from Mrs. Lena Fleming)
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north side of the Milton-Balmaha road was
his special locality, a small mixed wood
“where the sun falls through the leaves of
springtime to make patterns of golden
coins on the ground below”. Alas, this
idyllic scene is no more, the grand old
wood having been almost entirely clear-
felled the year after the second of the two
articles on Wood Warblers was published.

Like so many ornithologists, before and
since, MFMM found the magnetism of the
mouth of the River Endrick quite
irresistible. With its reedbeds, marshes,
sand-spits and lagoons, no other spot on
Loch Lomondside offered such a range of
wetland habitats to attract both birds and
birdwatchers alike. Gadwell, Spotted
Redshank, Wood Sandpiper, Little Gull
and White Wagtails (‘the largest concourse
of these birds I have ever seen in Britain’)
were amongst the many fleeting visitors to
the Endrick Mouth to be the subject of his
pen. Despite the area’s appeal, MFMM
was none too keen on the half-dozen or so
large bulls that used to roam Camargue-
like over the Endrick Marshes. An
understandable reluctance to walk past a
couple of these inquisitive beasts almost
robbed him of the opportunity to add bird
242 to his ‘Scottish list’ – a wandering
Spoonbill on 3rd July 1971.

MFMM rarely seemed to venture on to the
surrounding hills, although he enjoyed
the occasional chest-heaving trek
(advocated as ‘the only known cure for
the common cold’) into one of the higher
glens in search of nesting Ravens. A gentle
perambulation looking for ‘smallish
squeakers’ (Goldcrests, Treecreepers,
Long Tailed tits and the like) in the
hedgerows and waterside alders was more
the thing. MFMM’s most ambitious walk
was undertaken on Sun. 8th May 1955,

Professor Maury Meiklejohn. It is all here –
his taste in clothes and books, likes and
dislikes on innumerable subjects ranging
from replenishing the inner man with
mouth-watering stovies, to horrid plastic
and chrome conversions of country pubs.

Under his distinctive initials MFMM, the
first of these articles appeared on Sat. 2nd
Jan. 1954. I do not expect that either he or
his regular illustrator, J.B.Fleming –
referred to by MFMM as ‘him what draws
the pictures’ – dreamt for one moment the
series would run for over twenty years. In
that time only one prepared article failed
to materialise, when the Post Office
somehow managed to mislay the
manuscript for three weeks. What was
thought to have been the one thousandth
article was published on 10th March
1973, but, as the author cautiously
pointed out, the estimate was based on
calculations done on the back of a used
envelope after he had partaken of a very
large lunch. MFMM’s last contribution to
behind-the-scenes Scottish ornithology
appeared on Sat. 11th May 1974.

Many of MFMM’s short pieces form a diary
of excursions to his regular haunts, such as
the Firth of Forth, Galloway, the Norfolk
coast and his native Hertfordshire. But
every now and then he would be tempted
to chance the weather elements and turn
north-westwards from Glasgow in the
direction of Loch Lomond. MFMM once
confided to readers that his favourite
picture on his study wall was a water-
colour depicting Loch Lomondside as seen
from Strathblane. A reminder, perhaps, of a
red-letter day when he triumphantly
added a pair of Golden Eagles circling
over the Loch to his personal tally of ‘birds
seen from trains’. Early on a Saturday or
Sunday morning would find him sharing a
bus with an assortment of fishermen and
campers (complete with their
indispensable ‘paraffinalia’) all headed for
the promised delights of the bonnie banks.
A choice of routes by either the Great
western Road to Balloch or over the
Stockiemuir to Drymen, MFMM usually
preferred the latter with its superb
panoramic view of the island-studded loch
as the bus reached the summit of the hill.

On alighting from the bus at Balloch, the
first spring migrant usually to be pencilled-
in to MFMM’s list for the year was the
rhododendron-loving Chiffchaff, somehow
managing to make itself heard above the
incessant chorus of Rooks nesting around
the entrance to the park. The first Wood
Warbler of the season was Loch
Lomondside’s compelling attraction
however and two articles were devoted to
MFMM’s annual pilgrimage to capture
once again the evocative sound of its
shivering trill. Upper Millrowan on the

when he attempted to record one hundred
species during a single visit on foot.
Seventy-four different birds had already
been ticked off when the day decided to
end somewhat moistly, and ‘pusilla-
nimity’ (faint-heartedness – I had to look
that word up) set in. This was by no
means the only Loch Lomondside
excursion to come to a dampish end, with
a rather despondent MFMM staring out at
the grey waters of the loch, sharing his
sandwiches with the gulls and his
thoughts with the poets; ‘cast your bread
upon the waters and you shall find it after
many days – and a fine condition it would
be in too, all soggy and mildewed !’.

But never fear, by the following Saturday’s
edition of the Herald, MFMM had usually
bounced back, his blood perhaps stirred by
an exciting vagrant or the sight and sound
of Greylags heading back to their nesting
grounds in the arctic north. Returning
home from one exceptionally sparkling
outing on an Easter Sunday, which had
produced not only migrating geese against
a backcloth of Ben Lomond, but sightings
of Garganey and Greenshank at the
Endrick Mouth, MFMM found himself in
company with a small girl about six years
of age – ‘she told me she had seen lots of
rabbits. “How many?”. I asked. “Three”,
she said. It was clear that this young
mammalologist had had a capital day, too!’

There is little doubt in my mind that the
most far-reaching influence of MFMM’s
weekly contributions on the mainly non-
ornithologist readership of the Glasgow
Herald was to give birdwatchers residing
in the west of Scotland their first real taste
of respectability (...one gets the feeling
that birdwatching in and around
Edinburgh has always been looked upon
as a genteel pursuit). MFMM also had that
rare gift of making us bird nuts smile at our
own eccentric behaviour. So much so, I
have long since forgiven him for alluding
to my birthplace – the Soke of
Peterborough – as ‘a drunken old man
who spends his time carousing with
disreputable old women known as the
Norfolk Broads’.

The Clyde branch booklet “Selected
writings of Professor Maury Meiklejohn
from the Glasgow Herald 1954–1974” has
been out of print for a very long time. A
second-hand copy however may be able
to be traced by David Clugston (contact
him at HQ).

Should any member or others have any
personal memories, anecdotes and
recollections of Maury, we would be
pleased to hear from you. The most
interesting would be published in SBN
and all would be retained in the MFMM
archive held within the Waterston Library.

Whooper Swans at Loch Lomond J.B. Fleming -
(with kind permission from Mrs. Lena Fleming)




























