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On Saturday 29th April, another free pelagic
cruise took place in the series organised by
Sergeant John Simpson and Constable
Kenny Stewart, to highlight wildlife crime
and promote partnership between ornithol-
ogists and the police. This year, John has
excelled himself and organised five cruises,
of which this was the first.

Departing as usual from the MoD facility
at Greenock, at the slightly later time of
9.30, we were hardly out of the dock
when a couple of Sandwich Terns graced
us with their presence, rapidly followed
by four Black Guillemots. Eiders and
Gannets soon followed, the Gannets
diving in the distance before we turned
the corner round Cloch Point. Although
wildlife was a bit thin “on the ground”
this early in the season, there were
several Seals and Porpoises, and the
usual Guillemots, Cormorants and Shags.
These were supplemented by the less
usual Puffins and Razorbills.

The weather was sunny, and although
there was a cold wind, yours truly spent
almost the entire cruise at the sharp end,
waiting for suitable photographic opportu-
nities, and being fed suitable titbits by his

ever-attentive wife, there being no time in
a photographer’s life to attend to such
minutiae for oneself, as the viewfinder has
to have priority over eating! Approaching
the island, a Golden Eagle and a Buzzard
were seen soaring over the peninsula
above the Cock of Arran.

Arriving in Lochranza, we disembarked,
and the Arran Natural History Society
joined the MV Oronsay for a short cruise in
Kilbrannan Sound, during which a Great
Northern Diver was reported. Greater
Black-backed and Herring Gulls gathered
on the water to the west of the pier, feeding
in a small area just offshore - near to what
was perhaps a sewage outfall? The
excellent Sandwich Station was patronised
by several people for lunch, as due to the
later start, there was no time to go to the
distillery on this occasion.

On the return trip to Greenock, a flock of
Gannets was seen on the water off Bute,
and a few Kittiwakes flew past. The way
back was punctuated by the antics of
Guillemots, diving to escape at the last
minute as the boat threatened to run over
them. More Gannets were diving off the
Cloch Lighthouse. A last minute view of

Wildlife Crime Pelagic Cruise

Black Guillemots in flight greeted us as we
approached the dock around 6pm, and
another pelagic cruise was over.

SOC members are making full use of these
enjoyable cruises – next dates are 22nd
July, 19th August and 16th September.
Further enquiries, please contact
kennystewart43@hotmail.co.uk.

David Palmar
www.photoscot.co.uk

Passing Toward Point, Bute and Arran beyond 
(David Palmar)

Gannets against Kintyre (David Palmar)
















































