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Editorial 
 
Another issue of the Lothian Bird Bulletin, and this time thanks to Bill Brown and John 
Pringle for their articles.  Bill seems to be having great success with his next boxes at 
Bavelaw.  Today's cover star is the Arctic Redpoll which has taken up winter residence at 
Aberlady with a flock of Lesser and Mealy Redpolls.  Not an easy species to identify, as 
I've found out to my cost on the SOC website! 
 

 

News 
 
AGM and Members’ Night 
The final branch meeting of the 2005/6 season will be held at Meadowbank Stadium, at 
7.30pm on 11th April.  In addition to the club AGM (which is usually short and relatively 
painless), there will be the traditional quiz from Ian Thomson, and a few guest speakers. 
 
Lothian Bird Report 
At the time of writing, the 2004 LBR has been completed, and we’ve received a proof copy 
from the printers.  We hope to have it printed and on sale in time for the April branch 
meeting.  As usual, it will also be available from Charles Frank (Rose Street, Edinburgh), 
from Waterston House, and directly from branch secretary John Hamilton.  The price 
hasn't been set yet, but details will be posted on the Lothian SOC website.  Alternatively, 
contact me directly.  (Incidentally, there are now only 4 or 5 copies of the 2003 LBR 
remaining, so don’t wait too long if you’d like to complete your collection.) 
 
Birdwatching In The Scottish Borders 
Borders Branch has just published a superb guide to birdwatching in the area, containing 
details of 79 sites.  The booklet has over 70 pages, all in full-colour, and is completely free!  
At the moment I’m not sure who will stock BSB, but Waterston House should have some 
copies.  The latest Borders Bird Report, covering 2003 and 2004, is also now on sale 
priced £7.50.  It can be obtained from Charles Frank of Rose Street, from Waterston 
House, and by post from Malcolm Ross, Westfield, Melrose (cheques for £7.50 + £1 p&p 
should be payable to Borders SOC). 
 
Venue for Branch Meetings 
Nobody has commented on our suggestion that some branch meetings might be held 
outside Edinburgh, so there would appear to be little support for the idea.  We may 
however try a couple of meetings away from Meadowbank as an experiment next season. 
 
Lothian Bird News 
I’ve been asked by a number of people how to join the Lothian Bird News email group, as 
the instructions on the LBN web page seem to be a bit confusing.  In fact, all you need to 
do is send a blank email to lothianbirdnews-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.  LBN 
allows local birdwatchers to exchange information on what’s happening in the Lothian (and 
Borders) area, and to take part in bird-related discussion.  
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East Anglia 23rd-29th May 2005 
 
Ten years ago, when I bought my first bird book, many of the 250 species featured 
seemed so hopelessly exotic that I would never have a chance of seeing them.  By 2005,   
against all expectations, many of these had become regular sightings - Kingfisher, 
Peregrine and Waxwing to name but a few.  A few, on the other hand, had stayed firmly on 
the “hopelessly exotic” list.  Early last summer, in an attempt to fill some of the gaps in my 
British list, I decided to spend a week in East Anglia; arguably the top birdwatching area 
south of the border.  
 
On Monday 23rd May I left Edinburgh and headed south by train, picking up a hire car in 
Norwich.  My first port of call was the Suffolk village of Dunwich.  Situated about half way 
along the Suffolk coastline, Dunwich is ideally placed for a number of excellent 

birdwatching sites.  So well 
placed, in fact, that my car 
remained parked outside 
the B&B for the first day-
and-a-half of my stay.  I 
had booked two nights at 
Little Greyfriars, a pleasant 
old house in the middle of 
a wood on the south side 
of the village.  Eager to 
start birdwatching, I quickly 
dumped my luggage at the 
B&B and set out on foot to 
explore the surrounding 
area.  Within 10 minutes I 
had encountered my first 
new species of the trip - a 
Nightingale singing from 
thick cover at the edge of 
Greyfriars Wood.  The 
song was instantly 
recognisable, even to an 
amateur like me:  a few 
rather tentative notes to 
start with, quickly 
blossoming into a rich and 
varied selection of 
phrases.  This bird really 

does deserve its reputation as a beautiful singer.  Of course the Nightingale also has a 
reputation for being rather elusive, and no matter how hard I stared into the tangle of 
branches, I couldn't see a thing. 
 
At the far side of Greyfriars Wood I crossed a quiet country lane, and entered Dunwich 
Heath, a square kilometre of heather and gorse, criss-crossed by a network of paths, and 
surrounded by mixed woodland.  Within a few minutes I had picked up my second new 
species of the trip - Dartford Warbler.  First to appear was a male, belting out its scratchy 
song from the top of a gorse bush.  This was followed by a slightly duller bird, which I 
assume was a female. 
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The RSPB's Minsmere reserve can be seen from Dunwich Heath, but I decided to leave 
this for the following day.  Instead I headed inland through a wooded area known as 
Scottshall Coverts.  At the far end of the woods, I could hear a Turtle Dove singing near to 
farm buildings - another unfamiliar but unmistakeable sound.  Frustratingly I couldn't locate 
the bird; but I should probably consider myself lucky even to hear it.  The species seems to 
be increasingly rare – even in this part of the country – and some of the locals were 
interested to find out where I had heard the song.  The walk also turned up a Green 
Woodpecker and a Cuckoo. 
 
After dinner in the picturesque village of Westleton (actually, all the villages in the area are 
picturesque), I headed back to Dunwich Heath for perhaps my main target species of the 
trip: Nightjar.  I was becoming worried that I had arrived in East Anglia a week or so too 
early to see or hear Nightjars, but was reassured when I met a couple who confidently told 
me that the displaying would start at 9.20pm.  How wrong they turned out to be, as I'm 
sure it was much nearer 9.18pm when the bizarre churring song started up.  I only 
managed the briefest of glimpses of one Nightjar, but was well satisfied with this.  It turned 
out that the birds had only started displaying a day or two before, so I was quite lucky to 
find them at all.  The couple I met here were self-confessed Nightjar addicts, who 
holidayed every year in areas where the species could be seen in the evenings.  I have to 
admit I could understand their enthusiasm.  (My walk back to Little Greyfriars in the dark 
was quite 'entertaining'.  Must remember to buy a torch...)   
 
The following day I retraced my steps across Dunwich Heath, but this time headed for the 
RSPB's flagship reserve of Minsmere.  (No Dartford Warblers on the heath this time, but I 
did think I spotted a Hobby - another new species for me.) 
 
Minsmere is a fantastic reserve.  I had only budgeted on spending a single day there, but 
I'm sure I could happily have wandered round for several more.  Priority species for the 
day was Bittern.  Not quite a new species for me, but my only previous sighting had been a 
one-second glimpse of a distant speck at Leighton Moss.  I stationed myself in the Island 
Mere Hide, and before long somebody casually remarked that a Bittern was in flight.  After 
a moment of panic, I managed to locate the bird quite high up, over the back of the marsh.  
It stayed in full view for almost a minute, flying practically the whole length of the reserve.  
Next I moved on to the promisingly named Bittern Hide - en route gaining another 'tick': a 
Cetti's Warbler heard calling from a tree by the path.  It wasn't long before the hide lived up 
to its name, with fantastic views of a Bittern in the reeds 100m away, bill pointing 
skywards.  (It took me another couple of panicky minutes to locate it, but thankfully the 
locals were quite patient.)  Shortly afterwards it took off, followed by a second bird which 
had been sitting undetected in the reeds only a few feet away. 
 
Of course Bittern isn't the only exotic species found at Minsmere.  In addition to the Cetti's 
Warbler, my list for the day included 4 or 5 Little Egrets, 2 Marsh Tits, several Marsh 
Harriers, and numerous Avocets. 
 
Later in the day I headed back across Dunwich Heath (another Dartford Warbler 
glimpsed), and spent an hour or so at Dingle Marshes, on the far side of Dunwich village.  
This is part of several square kilometres of marshland, which includes Walberswick 
National Nature Reserve.  Birds here included a couple of Avocets, but sadly my limited 
time meant that I couldn't do the area justice.  Maybe some other time… 
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As the light started to fade I headed back yet again to Dunwich Heath, and another 
Nightjar watch.  This time the two birds started churring at 9.16pm (was a pattern 
emerging?), and I managed to get slightly better views than on the previous night. 
 
On Wednesday morning, I had planned a leisurely drive to my next 'base camp', taking in 
a number of other birdwatching sites en route.  This idea was quickly abandoned, and I 
decided to return to Minsmere for a few hours.  I really couldn't leave the area without 
seeing a Cetti's Warbler.  It wasn't long before I could hear the distinctive che chwu-chwee 
chwu-chwee-wee song again - but this time they seemed to be all around me.  Millions of 
them.  Well, 10 or 20 anyway.  It took me all morning, but I did finally manage to see 
one...albeit a fleeting glimpse.  This is another very elusive bird, despite the respectable 
numbers present. 
 
Another bonus of my extra half day at Minsmere was a fantastic view of a Hobby, or 
perhaps two, hunting over the reserve.  This was accompanied by the wonderful sound of 
a Nightingale in full song.  I'm sure it was only a few feet away from me, but of course I 
couldn't see a thing.  I used to think that Golden Eagles and Crested Tits in Speyside were 
elusive, but some of the birds here seem to have taken the art of frustrating birdwatchers 
to a new level.  Before I finally left the area, other sightings included a Bittern briefly in 
flight, 2 Dartford Warblers, and a glimpse of the Turtle Dove when I returned to the farm 
near Westleton.   
 
That afternoon I headed off to my next B&B at Wells-next-the-Sea, an attractive – if slightly 
neglected-looking – seaside town on the north coast of Norfolk.  Wells is situated about 
half way between a couple of well-known birdwatching spots: Titchwell to the west and 
Cley to the east.  But my destination on the first evening was Salthouse Heath, slightly to 
the south of Cley, with the aim of satisfying my growing Nightjar addiction.  The heath 
seems to be a popular spot for Nightjar-spotters, with a fairly large crowd gathering for the 
evening.  This time the churring didn't start until 9.30pm, although a bird had been seen in 
flight 45 mins earlier.  Also present were 3 Nightingales, although (of course) I didn’t see 
any of them. 
 
On Thursday morning I drove to a raptor watchpoint near Fakenham, a few kilometres 
inland from Wells.  The watchpoint is basically a grassy area where birdwatchers can scan 
over a wooded hill popular with the local Honey Buzzards.  I have to say that my raptor 
recognition isn't too great, so I'll have to take the word of the locals that a Buzzard-type 
bird spotted soaring high above the hill was of the ‘Honey’ variety. 
 
Even my limited recognition skills weren't a problem at the next site, where I had been 
tipped off that Montague's Harriers were present.  No sooner had I arrived when a male 
harrier approached and performed a mid-air food drop to a waiting female - only a short 
distance from where I was standing.  These were unmistakably 'Monties' – or at least the 
male was, with its narrow black bar along the wing.  Three birds were present during my 
visit - a male and two females.  They didn't seem in the least bit bothered by the small 
group of onlookers, and I was treated to fantastic views of the birds in flight and sitting in 
full view on a farm track.  I have to say that I was surprised how well known this site was - 
perhaps due to its proximity to a busy road.  I can't imagine this would happen with Hen 
Harriers in Lothian - and for good reason. 
 
Next stop was the RSPB's Titchwell reserve.  Perhaps not as spectacular as Minsmere, 
this is nevertheless an excellent mix of lagoons, reedbeds, forest, scrub, and sand dunes.  
Sightings included plenty of Avocets, 6 or 7 Little Gulls, Little Terns in the reserve and over 
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the adjacent beach, a possible Turtle Dove, 2 Little Egrets, a male Garganey, a 
Mediterranean Gull, and a Cuckoo.  And there was a Cetti's Warbler...but of course I didn't 
manage to see it!  A minor disappointment was that I didn't get to see Sammy, Titchwell's 
famous Black-winged Stilt.  I later found out that Sammy had been seen for the last time 5 
days earlier, after a twelve-year stay on the reserve. 
 
At the end of the day, I couldn't resist a return visit to Salthouse Heath.  (No time to visit 
Cley unfortunately.)  This time 3 or 4 Nightjars were churring, and I managed brief 
glimpses of a couple.  The best technique seemed to be to wait for the churring to stop, 
and then watch carefully for a bird leaving its perch.  A couple of Turtle Doves were also 
heard 'purring', along with 3 singing Nightingales.  
 
On Friday I headed back to the sprawling city of Norwich to return my hire car.  I had 
elected to 'do' the last two days on foot, and caught a train to my final stop - a village 
called Brandon in the Breckland area of Norfolk.  After leaving my bags at the B&B, I 
headed straight for Weeting Heath - a small reserve managed by the Norfolk Wildlife Trust.  
Weeting is most famous for its breeding Stone Curlews, but the signs weren't good when I 
arrived at the visitor centre late in the afternoon.  Only one breeding pair remained on the 
reserve (due to predation by foxes I think someone said), and they had proved extremely 
elusive in recent days.  In fact none had been seen that day.  Still, all was not lost, as 
Weeting is also well known for its breeding Woodlarks - another new species for me.  
These were not in the least bit difficult to find; in fact they would've been difficult to miss, 
as a pair was taking food to a nest right in front of the hide.  Great views were had, with 
the distinctive ‘wraparound’ supercilia clearly visible. 
 
Things got even better when two local birdwatchers arrived, and soon spotted a Stone 
Curlew at the edge of the field.  I've never been good at following directions, and once 
again mild panic started to set in as I couldn't locate the bird.  All was well, however, as I 
eventually locked on to it, and watched for several minutes as the strange looking bird 
crept around the reserve perimeter.  A lucky break, considering this was the first sighting 
of the day. 
 
To be perfectly honest, Brandon seemed like a pretty grim place.  I'm sure it was once a 
very attractive village, but the never-ending torrent of traffic along the main street ruined all 
that.  The tourist information office had recently closed down, nobody sold postcards, and 
the Indian takeaway was the only decent place I could find to eat.  In an effort to escape 
from the traffic, I decided to explore the extensive forests enclosing Brandon on three 
sides.  Unfortunately my choice of route was a bad one, and I ended up stuck on an 
extremely busy road, where a lunatic Volvo driver pulled out to overtake and missed me by 
about a foot.  Thoroughly fed up, I stomped back to the village.  By this time the daylight 
was starting to fade, and I elected to salvage something of my evening with a quick 
wander along the Little Ouze River.  After a couple of kilometres, the path led into an area 
of commercial forestry, and soon after I found myself at a clearing with some young pine 
trees.  Then suddenly I heard a familiar sound errrrrrrrrrrrarrrrrrrrerrrrrrrrrrrr...  A Nightjar.  
Next minute one flew right past me at head height, and landed on the path about 50m 
away - looking just like a giant moth.  As an added bonus, at least two Woodcocks were 
roding overhead that evening, and on the way back a Grasshopper Warbler was reeling 
close to the river.  Suddenly Brandon didn’t seem such a bad place after all... 
 
Saturday was my last full day in East Anglia, and I had an appointment with some Golden 
Orioles at RSPB Lakenheath.  There's a pleasant walk from Brandon to the reserve along 
the Hereward Way, but unfortunately I didn't find out about it until the way back, so ended 
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up plodding along a busy country road.  Lakenheath is a relatively new reserve by the 
Little Ouse River, where reedbeds have been re-established to attract Bitterns, Marsh 
Harriers, and Bearded Tits.  Paths overlook an area of Poplar trees, where each year one 
or two pairs of the Golden Orioles nest.  I had mistakenly assumed that a bright yellow bird 
would be easy to spot, but in the event I failed miserably to catch sight of anything.  The 
birds aren't particularly big, and the Poplar trees were are quite far away, so I shouldn't 
really have been surprised.  Nobody else there seemed to have much luck either.  At least 
I did manage to hear the occasional call from the woods, but the blustery conditions made 
even that difficult.  Can't complain though - I did have some nice views of a Hobby hunting 
in front of the wood, and I think a Turtle Dove flew over at one point. 
 
The remainder of the day was spent exploring the extensive forests between Brandon and 
nearby Thetford.  Sightings included several Green Woodpeckers (a relatively common 
bird in East Anglia), and a juvenile Crossbill.  My day finished with - yes, you've guessed it 
- a return to my own personal Nightjar spot in the forest near Brandon.  The birds seemed 
particularly active that night, with churring heard from all around the clearing.  At one stage 
a male, with white flashes clearly visible on its wings, nearly landed on a telephone wire 
above my head.   Later a pair swooped down towards me, and I was treated to a display of 
wing-clapping, accompanied by a strange gurgling sound, only feet away from where I 
stood.  (The wing-claps were remarkably loud - I'm surprised the birds don't injure 
themselves doing this.)  A perfect finalé to my Nightjar watching. 
 
On Sunday I returned to Edinburgh, but not before a stroll to nearby Santon Warren, 
where Tree Pipits were singing from the treetops, and a Kingfisher and several 
Woodpeckers were seen en route. 
 
It had been a great holiday, and I would wholeheartedly recommend a visit to East Anglia.  
I only really scratched the surface of the area’s birdlife, and look forward to returning soon.  
Many thanks to Colin Beckett for his invaluable advice when I was planning the trip, and to 
his friend Mark Cocker for his ‘telephone helpline’!  Also thanks to Jim Nicholson, who (I 
think) suggested Brandon as a base for exploring the Brecklands. 
 
Stephen Hunter, March 2006 
 

Breeding Records from Bavelaw 
 
As the new breeding season approaches, I thought I would let you all know how 2005 
went.  At the start of the season I had about 50 nest boxes up, mostly at Bavelaw, my local 
patch.  In the birch wood at Bavelaw all was going well.  A lot of the boxes where getting 
used, but the boxes are quite old now, with some of the wood very soft.  But I thought 'not 
to worry' - they were getting used.  I had Blue, Great, and Coal Tits all on eggs; also 
Wrens and Robins.  When I went back to count the young I noticed a lot of the holes had 
been opened up and the eggs or young gone.  I was shocked and annoyed and wanted to 
know who had done this.  Then one night after work I was up in the birch wood just sitting 
watching a Coal Tit coming and going, feeding the young, when I heard an alarm call from 
above.  I looked up and there was a pair of Great Spotted Woodpeckers, one of which flew 
right onto the box and started to peck away at the hole.  I must say it was a great sight 
watching two Coal Tits fending  the woodpecker off the box.  I watched the woodpeckers 
from my bins and they led me right to their nest - there it was, right in the middle of the 
birch wood.  I had found my nest box destroyers.  When looking closely at the boxes they 
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where all peck holes.  I wasn't annoyed any more as it was just nature at work.  After that 
night I spent many nights just watching the woodpeckers. 
 
One other good result was Spotted Flycatcher: I put up a few more open-fronted and I got 
5 young away. 
 
The end count wasn't that bad considering the woodpeckers: I got 63 Blue Tits, 48 Great 
Tits, 37 Coal Tits, 27 Wrens, and 41 Robins. I also had the usual breeding birds that I get 
every year in the birch wood - Mistle Thrush, Song Thrush, Redpoll, Wood Pigeon, 
Blackbird, Willow Warblers, Treecreeper, and Chaffinch. 
 
This year I am working with the BTO nest record scheme, as I normally just keep the 
records for myself, I thought I would ask them if they wanted my nest box records.  They 
did, and if I found other nests I was to record them as well.  I am looking forward to the 
new breeding season.  At present I'm making new boxes to replace the old, and if the 
woodpeckers come back so be it.  Also, if anyone comes across a nest that they find and 
would like it recorded, just give me a call, or you can get me our meetings. 
 
Bill Brown, January 2006 
 

Waterston House Gardens 
 
Many volunteers are helping out at Waterston House and, whilst the majority are safe and 
warm inside, a small band (Sheena, Marjorie, Bill, Colin and me!) are ‘enjoying’ fresh air – 
and rain – outside. 
 
The original plantings are likely to surprise us (for better or…) this spring but to make the 
area more ‘bird friendly’ over 100 trees and shrubs have been planted. These include a 
hedge of hawthorn, blackthorn, hazel, dog rose, guelder rose, beech, and holly. A 
hawthorn thicket, groups of cotoneaster and about 20 rowans are also dotted around. 
 
Thanks to a generous donation of 60 saplings from Alba Trees at Gladsmuir (via John 
Savory) the net costs so far are only £30. 
 
The pond and wet area are being checked out by Stan da Prato but this and the ‘gardens’ 
are only likely to require general maintenance – until we see what’s there! 
 
Further volunteers will be welcome – please contact Dave Allan at W.H. or myself. 
 
John Pringle, February 2006 
 

Lothian SOC Outings 
 
Aberlady, 11th Dec 
Prior to the LSOC Christmas lunch at Craigielaw Golf Club, Ian Thomson took us for a tour 
of the reserve at Aberlady.  Things were fairly quiet that day, but we did spot a Peregrine, 
10+ Pintails, and an impressive count of over 60 Sanderlings on the beach.  We then 
headed for an excellent lunch in the Craigielaw clubhouse (which seems much too nice for 
a golf club!). 
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Falkirk Area, 29th Jan 
The main target for this trip was the Bean Goose flock in the Slamannan area to the south 
of Falkirk.  Once again we enlisted the help of Angus Maciver, who monitors the birds 
during their stay in the area.  The Bean Geese are notoriously difficult to find, but with the 
help of Angus, we managed to quickly locate a flock of 50+ on a distant hillside.  While we 
watched, a further 8 flew overhead.  Further along the road, we joined Angus’ colleague 
Willie, and gained excellent views of 27 or so birds grazing nearby.  (Just to illustrate how 
elusive the geese can be, Angus later reported that 81 birds were actually present at the 
second site, with most hidden by a dip in the field.)  A further bonus was a male Hen 
Harrier quartering the hillside, and a couple of Great Spotted Woodpeckers.  Many thanks 
to Angus and Willie for their invaluable help!  Later in the day, we moved on to Kinneil 
Lagoons, where we spotted a Scaup, a Redpoll, and a flock of Twite (…or were they 
Linnets?).  We finished the day at Linlithgow Loch, where the redhead Smew was still 
present.  A Ferruginous Duck had also been reported that day, but we didn’t manage to 
see it. 
 
Edinburgh and East Lothian, 19th Feb 
Outing leader John Pringle decided to start this trip with a visit to Lochend Park to see the 
long-staying Water Rail, and excellent views were gained before the bird flew away to the 
tangle of trees in the centre of the loch.  Only one problem:  John turned up 30 minutes 
early, and only one other member of the group arrived in time to see the bird.  John insists 
that he wasn’t shouting and waving his arms around then the Rail flew off, but we’re not so 
sure… 
 
Next we moved down the road to Duddingston Loch, followed to a visit to a rather damp 
Musselburgh.  We then headed to Belhaven Bay, stopping along the way to see the 
Waxwing flock which had been frequenting the A1/A198 junction at Tranent. 
 
Coming Up... 

23rd Apr: The Angus Glens (NOTE CHANGE OF DATE) 
14th May: The Hirsel (NOTE CHANGE OF DATE) 
28th May: Aberlady Dawn Chorus 

Contact Gillian Herbert on 0131 337 0767 for details. 
 

Lothian Bird Sightings 
 
FEBRUARY 
At Aberlady, an Arctic Redpoll all month; a Jack Snipe on 1st.  In the Lammermuirs, a 
Rough-legged Buzzard near Whiteadder Reservoir from 16th-21st; 100 Bramblings 
(also near Whiteadder Reservoir) on 20th.  At Musselburgh, an adult Mediterranean Gull 
on 5th; 3 Snow Buntings on 26th.  At Tyninghame/Belhaven, a Bittern at Seafield Pond 
until 22nd at least; a Water Rail on Seafield Pond from 14th-21st at least; up to 100 Twite; 
1-2 Water Pipits from 18th-21st at least; Waxwings noted near Seafield Pond. 
 
In Edinburgh, a Water Rail at Lochend Loch until 19th at least, and 2 on 16th; a 
Mediterranean Gull at Seafield on 4th; 2 Snow Buntings over Holyrood Park on 16th; 
Waxwings over Lochend Pond.  Around East Lothian, a Black-necked Grebe at Ferny 
Ness for most of the month; 1 or 2 Tundra Bean Geese at Skateraw until 20th at least; a 
Water Rail at Longniddry Bents until 21st at least; a Crossbill over Longniddry Bents on 
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11th; 13 Scaup in Gullane Bay on 1st; Waxwings noted by the A1/A198 junction at 
Tranent.  Around West Lothian, a redhead Smew on Linlithgow Loch until 23rd at least. 
 
JANUARY 
At Aberlady, an Arctic Redpoll all month; a male Surf Scoter from 4th-9th and 23rd; a 
Black-throated Diver on 6th; a Snow Goose on 6th; up to 3 Scaup; a Water Rail on 
15th.  At Musselburgh, 2 Lapland Buntings on 2nd and 1 on 4th; an adult Mediterranean 
Gull on 1st; a male Pintail on 1st.  In the Pentlands, a Greenshank at Bavelaw Marsh 
from 1st-23rd at least; 400+ Bramblings in large mixed finch flock near Gladhouse on 5th.  
In the Lammermuirs, a male Hen Harrier near Pressmennan on 1st; 8 Snow Buntings at 
Elmscleugh (nr Dunbar) on 20th; 
 
In Edinburgh, a Water Rail at Lochend Loch all month; a Red-necked Grebe on 
Duddingston Loch from 20th; an Iceland Gull at Seafield from 23rd; Waxwings noted on 
Greenbank Road, Crosswood Crescent (Balerno), Echline/Springfield estates (South 
Queensferry), around the Western General Hospital, Bellevue Road, Milton Road West, 
and near the bypass at Dreghorn.  Around East Lothian, 7 Crossbills at Saltoun Wood on 
6th; 19+ Bramblings near Saltoun Wood on 6th; a Black-necked Grebe at Ferny Ness 
on several dates; a Mediterranean Gull at Seton Sands/Port Seton on a number of dates; 
2 Tundra Bean Geese at Skateraw from 12th; a Red Kite near Longniddry on 15th; 3 
Greenshanks at Tyninghame on 16th; a Water Rail at Longniddry Bents from 29th; 24 
Crossbills at Longniddry Bents on 29th; a Greenshank in Belhaven Bay on 30th; 
Waxwings at Musselburgh Station, the A1/A198 junction at Tranent, Clayknowes Road, 
Stoneyhill Gardens, and Whitehill Gardens (Musselburgh).  Around Midlothian, 2 
Nuthatches at Vogrie CP on 7th/17th; a Nuthatch in Roslin Glen on 8th.  Around West 
Lothian, 2 Water Rails on River Almond Pools on 29th; an Arctic Skua at Blackness on 
11th; a drake Mandarin Duck on River Almond Pools on 29th; a redhead Smew on 
Linlithgow Loch on 29th; a Crossbill at Blawhorn Moss on 27th; a Jack Snipe at Tailend 
Moss on 27th; Waxwings at Mill Farm (Livingston Village). 
 
DECEMBER 
At Aberlady, a Surf Scoter on 12th and 13th; 2 Scaup on 12th; a Woodcock on 12th and 
24th; an Arctic Redpoll with a mixed Lesser/Mealy flock from 19th; a Black-necked 
Grebe on 29th; a Snow Goose on 31st.  At Musselburgh, a Shoveler on 26th-27th; an 
adult Mediterranean Gull on 30th.  In the Pentlands, 30+ Bramblings near Buteland 
Farm, Balerno, on 16th; a Greenshank at Bavelaw on 31st.   At Tyninghame, 10+ 
Bramblings on 27th; 75 Twite on 27th; a Greenshank on 27th. 
 
In Edinburgh, a Black-throated Diver off South Queensferry on 4th; Waxwings at 
Corstorphine, Greenbank Row, Westerhailes Road/Calder Road, and Dundee Street.   
Around East Lothian, a Red Kite noted in the North Berwick/Whitekirk area on a number 
of dates; 2 Ravens over East Saltoun on 4th; a Brambling at Balgone, North Berwick, on 
5th; an adult Mediterranean Gull at Seton Sands on 7th; Waxwings over Longniddry 
Bents, Clayknowes Drive (Musselburgh) and Eskbank.  Around Midlothian, 400+ 
Bramblings near Roseberry Reservoir on 11th.  Around West Lothian, a Water Rail at 
River Almond Pools on 18th; a female Smew on Linlithgow Loch on 27th-29th; Waxwings 
at Craigshill (Livingston). 
 
NOVEMBER 
At Aberlady, a peak count of 14250+ Pink-footed Geese; a peak count of 122+ Barnacle 
Geese; 516+ Little Gulls off Gullane Point on 1st; 4 Pintails on 1st; 2 Shovelers on 1st; a 
f/imm Merlin on 1st, 4th, 13th; 2 Snow Buntings on 1st and 5 on 2nd; 29 Tree Sparrows 
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at Kilspindie on 1st; a Greenshank on 2nd and 13th; a Swift sp. over Craigielaw on 3rd; a 
Woodcock on 5th; a Water Rail on 13th; a Great Northern Diver on 13th; 3 Waxwings 
on 22nd and 1 on 28th.  At Cramond/Silverknowes, a Spotted Redshank on 11th; 4 
Greenshanks on 11th and 3 on 27th; a Great Skua on 27th.  In the Lammermuirs, a 
Rough-legged Buzzard over Faseny Valley on 28th-29th.  In Musselburgh, up to 14 
Snow Buntings from 2nd-25th; 44 Slavonian Grebes on 2nd; 4 Scaup on 2nd and 1 on 
12th; a Ruff on 2nd, 8th, and 13th; an Arctic Skua on 2nd and 3 on 13th; 2 Barnacle 
Geese on 2nd; a Mediterranean Gull on 8th, 20th, and 22nd; a Richard's Pipit from 9th-
27th, with 2 on 15th; a Shoveler on a number of dates from 12th-22nd; 2 Arctic or 
Pomarine Skuas on 12th; a Great Skua on 13th; a Waxwing on 21st and 2 on 25th; a 
Jack Snipe on 21st.  In the Pentlands, a Jay at Bavelaw on 1st. 
 
In Edinburgh, 2 juv Pomarine Skuas off Hound Point on 16th; a Great Northern Diver off 
Portobello on 19th; 3 Scaup off Portobello on 19th; a Storm Petrel (W) off Port Edgar on 
27th; Waxwings noted at Portobello Road, Leith Links, Princes Street, Glenogle Road, 
and Joppa.  Around East Lothian, a male Ring Ouzel at Barns Ness on 2nd; a f/imm 
Black Redstart at Torness on 2nd; a Waxwing at Longniddry on 3rd; 92 Barnacle Geese 
at West Fenton on 1st; an adult Mediterranean Gull at Seton on 5th and 2 on 13th; a juv 
American Golden Plover at Tyninghame from 12th-16th; 115+ Twite at Tyninghame on 
18th; a Merlin at Butterdean.  Around West Lothian, 3 Waxwings near Winchburgh 
Quarry on 13th; a 1st winter Mediterranean Gull on Linlithgow Loch on 27th; a female 
Ruddy Duck on Linlithgow Loch on 27th; a Nuthatch in Kirkton, Bathgate. 
 
Thanks to Eleanor Hurley and everyone who contributed to these records. 
 

Mystery Bird 
 

Identify the species pictured on the left.  The 
answer will be published in the next issue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The last mystery bird was a Coot chick, 
photographed at Linlithgow Loch. 

 
 


