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1 Here Comes Summer... We Hope

Well summer seems to have well and truly arrived. I’ve been watching the baby sparrows from my
kitchen window. I can highly recommend the bird seeds that are on sale at the SOC headquarters
and the price is very reasonable as well. Although I have now taken to buying in bulk, five or six
bags at a time. Thanks to Dave Allen for bagging these up for me! I’m using a bag or more a week
and my garden is only 5m x 8m.

In May, after our first bulk buy of seeds we decided to go down to Yellowcraigs beach for a walk,
determined to savour each drop of sunshine and were surprised to find a fully grown Gannet on the
beach. The Gannet looked distressed but couldn’t fly, there were no obvious breaks but something
was definitely amiss. So, we phoned the SSPCA helpline and called in the bird. An inspector came
along and took the bird away but was not very hopeful for its survival. The inspector seemed to
think that it had been there for several days.

If you find an injured bird, please call this number asap: 0870 737 7722, you may save a life.

My highlight of the quarter was a trip to the Farne Islands where I saw Arctic Terns, Common Terns,
Shags, Razorbills, Guillemots, Kittiwakes, Eiders and of course lots of Puffins. So, you might have
guessed that is where the photo is taken from, you may see more in future issues of LBB.

This LBB is a little different to usual, there is no ‘my life with birds’ due to space, there is an article
about Crete from one of our readers, an article from Natalie Taylor of the Ranger service and an
update on the Atlas project by Mark Holling.

I hope you enjoy this issue and please continue to send me your articles, including articles by any
child readers as I would like to start a new section.

My e-mail has changed and it is now jagrowley@googlemail.com or alternatively, send your articles
to Wendy at SOC headquarters and she will forward these on to me.

Thanks again for reading,

Julie

2 2006 Lothian Bird Report update

Delays in obtaining WeBS counts have held up publication. We now have all the data, and the report
should be on sale sometime in the second half of 2008.
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3 Holyrood Park

Arthur’s Seat and Salisbury Crags dominate Edinburgh’s landscape and are familiar to locals and
visitors alike. They are part of Holyrood Park - a unique wild area formed by volcanoes, glaciers,
people and wildlife, now in the urban landscape of a major city. To try to give a comprehensive in-
troduction to the wildlife of the Park is no small task, so we will confine ourselves here to a selection
of species and stories representing the habitats of Holyrood Park. To understand the nature of the
Park, it is necessary to understand its origins. . .

Once upon a time. . .

The story begins 350 million years ago when the landmass that is now Scotland was situated just
south of the equator over a volcanic hot spot. Arthur’s Seat was a large volcano - about six miles in
diameter with a height of 2,400ft, three times its present height – that erupted many times through-
out its active life, forming features both above and below ground.

During the Ice Age (over the last couple of million years) glaciers moved over the land like huge
frozen rivers, carving out valleys, transporting material and depositing fertile soils. Over Edin-
burgh the glaciers scoured away rock exposing the ‘insides’ of the Arthur’s Seat volcano. When the
glaciers finally retreated, about 12,000 years ago, they left behind a landscape bereft of life.

Over the following decades plants and animals gradually re-colonised the land, followed, 9,000
years ago, by the first post Ice Age people. These hunter-gathers built no permanent structures,
moving through the land following food sources. Such a lifestyle leaves little evidence, but pieces of
worked flint have been found in the Park dating to the time of these nomadic people. As the ideas
of agriculture developed in the Iron Age (c. 2,000 years ago) people started to settle down to a more
sedentary lifestyle, building homes and creating earthworks that remain to the present times. Trees
were suddenly of huge importance for building and firewood, and as impediments to growing crops
and pasturing animals; consequently many of the wooded areas were cleared, irrevocably changing
the forested landscape that had developed following the retreat of the glaciers.

Industry and agriculture in Holyrood Park continued until modern times, with quarrying ending in
the early nineteenth century and sheep grazing continuing until 1978 when they were removed for
their own safety – too many collisions with the increasing number of vehicles. All of these forces,
both natural and human have resulted in a unique landscape and wild area.

Out to Grass

Holyrood Park is the largest area of unimproved semi-natural grassland in the Lothians, and as such
is home to many species, both common and rare, that rely on grassland habitats. We are lucky in the
Park to have two bird species often associated with agricultural grassland and, nowadays, always
associated with a serious decline in numbers. Both skylark and grey partridge breed in Holyrood
Park, although numbers of the latter are rather low and giving cause for concern.

Grassland areas are also home to many of the butterfly and day-flying moth species that we record
on the three UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme transects in the Park. These transects give us valuable
information on not just which species occur, but their preferred locations, abundance, and flight
times. At the end of the season the data is sent to the local recorder to be fed into the national moni-
toring programme, helping to give a broader picture of the health of our butterfly populations.
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Holyrood Park has more than its fair share of interesting and rare species of grassland plants. The
wet grassland areas of Hunter’s Bog and Dunsapie are alive with common spotted and northern
marsh orchids in June and July, a wonderful sight. The common spotted orchids at Dunsapie are
an especially amazing sight, growing to heights of more than two feet as they compete with the tall
grasses.

The Ranger Service has just completed a baseline survey of adder’s tongue fern in Hunter’s Bog.
This small plant has a limited distribution in Scotland and the population in Hunter’s Bog had been
estimated at a few hundred plants. The baseline survey was designed to give us knowledge of both
the distribution and abundance of the plant and allow us to monitor any future changes in the pop-
ulation. The area inhabited by the fern was divided into 1m2plots, each of which was systematically
searched and the number of adder’s tongue fern recorded. The initial estimate was soon proved to
be rather conservative as the number of plants found in the 7,560 m2 area grew and grew to a stag-
gering total of nearly 39,000! Not only that, but the plant was also found to be growing on the west
side of the bog, so, undaunted, we continued the survey, covering a further 16,100 m2and counting
a further 66,000 plants! So, an overall population of more than 100,000 adder’s tongue fern – not bad
going. This mammoth task would not have been possible without the volunteers who generously
gave their time; in fact a total of more than 7,000 hours was spent on the survey over seven years.

A plant which straggles the grassland and rocky area habitats is the rock rose. This delicate little
plant is another EBAP species, but is important not just for its own biodiversity value, but also as
the food plant of the northern brown argus butterfly. This tiny butterfly became extinct in the Park
in 1869 due to a combination of habitat loss and over collecting. Since 2000 we have been managing
the rock rose populations, with a view to a possible reintroduction of the northern brown argus. In
addition to being designated a Scheduled Ancient Monument for its archaeology, Holyrood Park is
also a Site of Special Scientific Interest, for its geology, and its flora and fauna. Consequently plans
such as these have to be taken forward in partnership between Historic Scotland (as the site man-
agers) and Scottish Natural Heritage. During our management work and on-going discussions, the
butterflies took the matter into their own hands and in 2004 two records were received of individ-
uals in the Park. These were followed by records of more butterflies and in other locations in 2005,
and increased again in 2006 with two sites identified as having eggs present. Unfortunately the wet
and wild weather of 2007 resulted in only a couple of records, but we’ll see what happens in 2008. . .

On the rocks

The second most important habitat in the Park has to be the rock faces; these are home to a number
of different species specially adapted to the challenging environment. Sticky catchfly (the county
flower of the Lothians) is a plant adapted to surviving in the harsh limitations of a rock face; the
striking, vivid pink flowers bloom at the top of sticky stems that give the plant its name. Historically
found on Castle Rock and the Blackford Hill, the plant is now largely limited to three populations
in Holyrood Park and a small number of plants on Castle Rock. Over the past few years various
‘plantings’ have taken place to fortify the existing populations in the Park, we are also working with
the Edinburgh City Council Ranger Service on the reintroduction of the species to Blackford Hill.

The ledges and crevices of the face of Salisbury Crags provide suitable nesting sites for kestrels and
stock doves, and are one of just a handful of inland breeding sites for fulmars.

Wetland wonders

Duddingston Loch was designated a SSSI for its wintering bird populations, although these have
decreased over recent years - at one time the Loch was famous for the hundreds of pochard that
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would visit for the winter. One of the best-known bird features of Duddingston Loch is the heronry
at the west end. The heronry has increased dramatically over the last couple of decades from just
a handful of nests in the early 80s climbing to 20 in the late 90s and breaking the 40 mark last year.
This increase seems to be linked to the increasing water quality and condition of the watercourses
around Edinburgh, especially the Water of Leith.

The spring also sees the migration of the toads down from their hibernation sites on the hill to their
spawning grounds at Dunsapie. Because of the high mortality levels we were finding on the High
Road during their nocturnal wonderings, we now close the road overnight during their migration.
We also start each day with a ‘toad patrol’ a trip round the High Road clearing off any lingerers
before the road is opened – an interesting way to start the day!

If you visit Dunsapie on a warm summer’s day the common blue and blue-tailed damselflies will
probably be on the wing. Dragonflies and damselflies of several species are found at all the Park’s
water bodies, but Dunsapie is a great place to get some close views. A trip to any of the lochs on a
warm summer’s evening will reveal bats swooping along the tree edges and over the water’s surface
feeding on small insects.

Tricky trees

Woodland is a habitat that is rather restricted in Holyrood Park, largely due to the management of
the site as pasture for 2,000, and now, the conflict between trees and the archaeology (tree roots can
cause serious damage to underground archaeology). Over the past couple of decades planting has
taken place in non-archaeologically sensitive areas and there are now a few nice areas that provide
homes for many songbirds and summer migrants, and the sparrowhawks that find them a tasty
snack!

Going forward

Such a plethora of wildlife requires quite a lot of management, not just in terms of practical work,
but surveying and monitoring. We work closely with other organisations to give the best possible
management and benefits to all interested parties. Volunteers are always welcome to assist with
survey work; anyone interested should contact the Ranger Service on the details below.

Holyrood Park is an environment that has been shaped over the past 350 million years by fire, ice
and humans, leaving us with a unique place that is home to much wildlife and is, without question,
an oasis of green in the city.
Go wild – visit Holyrood Park!

Any records that readers may have for birds or any wildlife in Holyrood Park would be gratefully
received for our records.
Thank you.

Natalie Taylor
Historic Scotland Ranger Service
0131 652 8150
hs.rangers@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
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4 AWeek in Crete

My wife and I, and Ben then aged almost two, decided to catch some late sunshine to make up for
a very wet Scottish summer last year. We chose to visit the island of Crete during the first week of
October 2007.

Although it was a family holiday, with plenty of trips to the beach for Ben, I was able to keep an eye
open for interesting birds. During the course of the week I managed to see 49 birds, not much better
than an average day out at Aberlady, but at least the birds were different and included one new lifer
for me.

We rented a converted cottage on the outskirts of a village called Megala Horafia, about 8 miles east
of the small city of Chania and about one mile up the hill from the north coast. The cottage was
surrounded by rough scrub, ideal habitat for Sardinian Warbler, WillowWarbler and Stonechat.

By walking along the road behind the cottage in either direction it was possible to pick up the Cretan
race of House Sparrow, Goldfinch, Barn Swallow and Blue Rock Thrush. Also seen from the cottage
were Buzzards, Hooded Crows and a single Mistle Thrush. A pair of Scops Owl were engaged in a
duet most nights, but frustrating I never saw either of them despite locating the lamppost that one
of them was sitting on.

I had hoped to see birds on the autumn migration, and there did appear to be small waves of birds
coming through but our cottage was not ideally situated to pick up on them. One morning we were
greeted by a line of Red-rumped Swallows sitting on the telephone wire, but they were gone by
lunch time.

Apart from our trips to the beach we were able to take a number of drives out across the island.
Crete is extremely mountainous and what looked like a short drive on a map soon became much
longer as roads wriggled up and down steep slopes. It also meant that I had to keep my eyes glued
to the road instead of keeping a ready watch for interesting birds.

A trip along the coast, past the town of Almirida, took us through stunning scenery of parched veg-
etation and deep turquoise seas. Birding highlights of the drive were Red-backed Shrikes, Spotted
Flycatchers and a single Bonelli’s Eagle soaring over a low ridge.

Our longest drive took us up into the White Mountains to the start of the Samaria Gorge walk. This
is the longest gorge walk in Europe, but with Ben barely able to walk all we did was to peer over
the edge and enjoy a fine lunch at the nearby lodge. No sign of the resident Griffon Vultures but a
party of Red-billed Choughs kept us amused. A small flock of Bee-eaters on the approach road, up
the mountain, added a touch of colour.

On our way home I was allowed to stop off at the small reservoir at Agia. With fresh water being at
a premium at this time of the year in the Mediterranean the lake attracted a fair amount of interest
of waterbirds. Apart from three Marsh Harriers, a small number of Squacco Herons and a pair of
obliging Water Rail, I was particularly interested in a small flock of Ferruginous Duck, a lifer for me
(the only lifer of the holiday).

We signed up to an all day cruise on a small converted ferry, which took us out of the port of
Kissamos and round the headland at the north-west corner of the island. We stopped off at the is-
land of Gramvousa andwere allowed to have a swim off the boat at the crystal clear waters off Balos
Lagoon.
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It was a fun day out with most of our fellow passengers being Greek families on a Sunday outing.
The food was good and Ben thoroughly enjoyed the ride. I had an opportunity to view a number of
Cory’s Shearwaters off the tip of the headland. There was also a pair of Eleonora’s Falcons patrolling
the island looking for autumn migrants.

A week really was not long enough to explore the island, and with a small boy in tow it was difficult
to stop for long. It also became very warm during the day and this meant that lying in the shade
with a good book and a cool drink was a more attractive proposition than venturing forth.

Birds seen:

• Little Grebe

• Black-necked Grebe

• Cory’s Shearwater

• Grey Heron

• Purple Heron

• Little Egret

• Squacco Heron

• Shoveler

• Teal

• Pochard

• Ferruginous Duck

• Marsh Harrier

• Buzzard

• Bonnelli’s Eagle

• Kestrel

• Eleonora’s Falcon

• Moorhen

• Coot

• Water Rail

• Common Sandpiper

• Ruff

• Yellow-legged Gull

• Rock Pigeon

• Collared Dove

• European Bee Eater

• Kingfisher

• Barn Swallow

• Red-rumpedSwallow

• Sand Martin

• Crag Martin

• House Martin

• Crested Lark

• Stonechat

• Northern Wheatear

• Mistle Thrush

• Blue Rock Thrush

• Sardinian Warbler

• Willow Warbler

• Red-backed Shrike

• Spotted Flycatcher

• Great Tit

• Chough

• Hooded Crow

• Raven

• Italian Sparrow

• Chaffinch

• Greenfinch

• Goldfinch

• Herps

• Side-stripedTerrapin

• Green Toad

5 Bird Atlas 2007-11 and the new Southeast Scotland Atlas

SOCmembers in Lothian and nearby areas will be aware of the new UK-wide bird atlas project now
underway, led in Scotland by both BTO and SOC (see e.g. SBN 85:4-6). Indeed many of you were
out collecting records for this important project last winter and again during the current breeding
season. This note is to update you on the current state of the project locally.

In the Lothian area, atlas fieldwork is being co-ordinated by a Regional Organiser, Mark Holling,
who is working closely with the RO for Borders, Ray Murray, and a team of seven other local indi-
viduals. The BTO/SOC Atlas project aims to cover all parts of Scotland, with the ultimate aim of
getting full species lists from each 10-km square for both winter (November-February) and breeding
season (April-July). Fieldwork will take place in four winters (starting with the 2007-08 winter now
past) and four breeding seasons (2008-2011 inclusive).

Mark, Ray and the rest of the team are also planning to get full coverage of every tetrad (2x2km
square) in Lothian and Borders to enable us to map the distribution of all species in these regions
in both winter and summer, with the aim of producing a second Atlas for south-east Scotland. A
breeding season atlas was published in 1998 covering the period 1988-1994 (Murray, Holling, Dott
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& Vandome, The Breeding Birds of South-east Scotland, still available from Waterston House at £15).
This time though, and for the first time ever, we will be mapping the distribution of birds during
the winter months at the fine scale of the tetrad, so we expect much fascinating new information to
come to light.

So how are we doing? As I write this, towards the end of the first complete survey year (both
winter and breeding season), I have been amazed and pleased with the fantastic response to the
request for fieldworkers. Over 100 volunteers in Lothian alone have signed up to full coverage
of at least one tetrad, and many more I know are logging their bird records from many areas as
“Roving Records”. These are records of species assigned to a tetrad collected from normal bird-
watching outings, and this is the way that every single SOC member can contribute. Records are
being added to the database of records online and more will be coming in on paper forms. It is too
early to be able to give much in the way of results at this stage, but we hope to be able to present
more information in subsequent Lothian SOC Bulletins and on a website for the SE Scotland At-
las, currently in preparation. However, the BTO have made some interim maps for some species
available online and two (for last winter) are included here, for House Sparrow and for Tawny Owl.
The small dots show tetrads where the species was recorded in the last winter. (The large grey
shadings show 10km squares with the species, but no tetrad was given so these records give little
information at the local level). We can see how House Sparrows are associated with built-up areas,
especially in West and Midlothian, and towns (mainly away from the coast, surprisingly) in East
Lothian, but how there are large rural areas apparently without sparrows. It is early days for Tawny
Owl yet, as this is a nocturnal species and fieldwork in the winter will all have been during day-
light hours. However, sufficient people have reported Tawny Owls to register quite a respectable
distribution already. If you have seen or heard Tawny Owls in the last winter (after 1st November
and before 29th February) or during the current breeding season (1st April to 31st July), then please
log the details on a Roving Records form (either online or on a paper form available from the SOC).

Full information on the methodology and results is available on a special website:
http://www.birdatlas.net where all your records can also be entered. Forms and more information
is also available from the SOC at Waterston House, or by writing to me at The Old Orchard, Grange
Road, North Berwick, East Lothian, EH39 4QT.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who have contributed to the Atlas already.
We are most grateful for the efforts already put in. From the feedback I have had many of you have
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really enjoyed the fieldwork and are eager to get cracking with breeding season fieldwork. (Perhaps
some of you would like to share your experiences through the pages of this Bulletin?).
Further updates will be made via the Bulletin and at branch meetings. For those of you particularly
keen, the Atlas is a key item on the agenda of both the Lothian and Borders SOC Discussion Groups
– the Lothian meeting is held on the first Wednesday evening of the month (September to April) at
Waterston House. Everyone is welcome; please contact SOC for details of these meetings, or email
me at the address below.

Mark Holling
E-mail: mark.holling@btinternet.com

6 Lothian Birdwatching Report for March

HIGHLIGHTS An immature Sea Eagle flew over Bavelaw Marsh ( 9th). A Grey Phalarope was
feeding offshore at Seafield (16th) with one feeding on the Musselburgh scrapes (21st). A Woodlark
was at Skateraw (18th) and one has been present at Musselburgh (18th – end month) with one at
Scoughall (24th).

ABERLADY A Black-necked Grebe was noted (2nd & 27th). A Green-winged Teal was present (11th

– 26th). A Short-eared Owl and Merlin were present (27th).

CRAMOND A Brent Goose was noted (1st). A Mediterranean Gull was present (22nd & 29th) with
four Greenshank and a Black-tailed Godwit also seen (29th).

DUNBAR A Black Redstart has been present (2nd – 11th).

GOSFORD A count of 29 Slavonian Grebe was made (26th).

LONGNIDDRY Two Red-necked Grebe and six Slavonian Grebe were present (2nd).

MUSSELBURGH A Mediterranean Gull was noted (4th) with a male Gadwall present (4th− 8th)
and a winter Glaucous Gull noted (9th). A Shoveler, Gadwall and Black-tailed Godwit were seen
(13th). A Chiffchaff was singing (27th). A Jack Snipe was seen feeding (27th). Sand Martin and
Chiffchaff were seen (28th) with a Wheatear present (29th).

PORT SETON A juvenile Glaucous Gull was noted (23rd & 24th) with Mediterranean Gulls in the
gull roost daily.

OTHER SITES A female Smew has been on Linlithgow Loch all month. A flock of 27 Snow
Bunting were in the Green Cleugh area of the Pentland Hills (3rd) with three Snow Bunting at Thorn-
tonloch (11th) and two Snow Bunting at Whitesands and seven at Belhaven (13th) A count of 91
Whooper Swan was made at Waughton (2nd) and 55 Whooper Swan were at Tyninghame (24th)Two
Blackcap were feeding in a Joppa garden (4th). A Black Redstart was in Granton harbour (11th). A
second winter Mediterranean Gull was in a field at Balerno (12th). A summer plumage Red-necked
Grebe was off Cockenzie (15th). Some 12 Raven were together at Faseny Bridge in the Lammermuir
Hills (15th). An Osprey flew over Wester Hailes (17th). A Sand Martin was over Linlithgow Loch
(24th). A Wheatear was at Torness (28th).
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7 Lothian Birdwatching Report for April

HIGHLIGHTS AWater Pipit was at Musselburgh (1st – 11th) going into summer plumage at latter
dates. A second winter Iceland Gull was at Belhaven Bay (5th). A White Stork was seen in a field
opposite Mortonhall Garden Centre (10th) and seen flying over Fairmilehead (11th). A White Stork
was noted at Dunbar (26th). A Crane was in a field at Newblyth (28th).

ABERLADY Fifteen Whooper Swan and 16 Sand Martin were noted (4th). A count of seven Red-
throated diver was made (10th). A second winter Iceland Gull was present (26th).

BARNS NESS Eight White Wagtail and a Scandinavian Rock Pipit were noted (13th) with six
Whimbrel (19th).

BAVELAW A first summer Glaucous gull was present (19th). Two summer plumage male Bram-
bling have been present to (24th).

CRAMOND Two Greenshank were present (14th). A juvenile Glaucous Gull was noted (15th) and
a juvenile Iceland Gull (14th – 15th). A Great Skua was noted (29th).

DUNBAR Two Sand Martin were noted (2nd). A walk from Dunbar to Torness produced one
Common Sandpiper, two Whimbrel, three Greenshank, 20 Wheatear, 35 White Wagtail, one Tree
Pipit,, two Grasshopper Warbler and two Sedge Warbler.

GOSFORD BAY A single Red-necked Grebe and 52 Slavonian Grebe were counted (7th) with 34
Slavonian Grebe present (11th). A count of 90 Sanderling was made (12th).

LINLITHGOW The female Scaup remained on the loch till (11th). 300 Sand Martin were present
(7th) and 45 were noted (11th).

MUSSELBURGH An adult Mediterranean Gull was present (1st). A Swallow was noted (2nd)
with three Swallow, 50 Sand Martin and a single House Martin (11th). Single Willow Warbler and
Chiffchaff, 20 Sand Martin, three Swallow and two Wheatear were noted (12th). A Little Ringed
Plover was noted (19th). A Spotted Redshank was present (27th). A Whooper Swan has been present
all month. Four common Sandpiper and 300 SandMartin and three House Martin were noted (29th).

SKATERAW A Black Redstart, 15 Wheatear, 20 White Wagtail and two Common Sandpiper were
seen (26th).

WHITESANDS Eight Wheatear, eight White Wagtail, six Rock Pipit and one Purple Sandpiper
were counted (28th).

OTHERSITES ASandwich Ternwas off Seafiled (1st). A pair ofWheatearwere on Salisbury Crags
(2nd) and 2 male and a female Ring Ousel were at Faseny in the Lammermuirs (3rd). A count of 27
Sand Martin was made at Duddingston Loch (9th). A pair of Mandarin Duck were on Gladhouse
Reservoir (23rd). A Ring Ousel was in a North Berwick garden (24th). A Swift flew over Yellowcraig
(26th) and three were over Inveresk (28th). Five Dotterel were on Carnethy Hill in the Pentlands
(28th).
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8 Lothian Birdwatching Report for May

HIGHLIGHTS An Avocet was at Musselburgh (4th). Three Dotterel were on Carnethy Hill in
the Pentlands (7th). A first summer female Red-footed Falcon has been showing well at Almondell
Country Park (25th – end month). A male Red-backed Shrike was at Barns Ness (23rd), a male at
Whitesands (29th), a female at Haddington (29th) and a male at Dunbar (30th). An singing male
Icterine Warbler was at Thorntonloch (28th) and a singing male Marsh Warbler at Dunbar (29th).

ABERLADY A Short-eared Owl, Pintail and two Gadwall were present (12th). A count of 28 Manx
Shearwater was made (29th).

BARNS NESS Five Whimbrel were present (1st) and a Tree Pipit and 100 Willow Warbler were
counted (3rd). Spotted Fkycatcher, Tree Pipit and Wood Warbler were noted (4th). A Little Stint was
present (14th).

MUSSELBURGH A Wood Sandpiper was noted (8th) when a Yellow Wagtail flew west. A Tem-
minck’s Stint, two Wood Sandpiper, a White Wagtail and a Yellow Wagtail were present (11th –
12th). A Wood Sandpiper, Whimbrel and White Wagtail were noted (13th) with a Black-tailed God-
wit (17th). A Little Stint was present (21st – 22nd) and three Temminck’s Stint (23rd – 27th). Thirteen
Manx Shearwater flew past (26th). A Brent Goose was noted (27th).

TORNESS Two Yellow Wagtail and a Garden Warbler were noted (1st) with three Yellow Wagtail
(3rd) and six YellowWagtail (7th). A male Black Redstart was noted (10th). A Quail was calling (29th).

TYNINGHAME Three Greenshank and two Common Sandpiper were present (1st) with an adult
Curlew Sandpiper (13th). Three Arctic Skua flew past (17th).

OTHER SITES An Osprey was over Gladhouse (5th) and one was noted (14th). Seven Swift were
over Bruntsfield Liks (5th) with three over Colinton (7th). A count of ten White Wagtail was made at
Whitesands (7th). A Blue-headed Wagtail was at Skateraw (10th). A Quail was calling at Gladhouse
reservoir (12th). An Osprey flew over Portobello (20th). A count of 1600 Little Gull was made from
Ferny Ness (29th).

Scottish Ornithologists’ Club (SOC), Scottish Birdwatchers’ Centre, Waterston House, Aberlady
EH32 0PY. Scottish Charity Reg. No. SC 009859


