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Newsletter No. 195  
 Compiled by Elizabeth Irwin       September 2019 

 

 
 

Arctic Tern on the Isle of May: Andrew Riches 
 

Our next Newsletter will be Issue No. 196 for December 2019.  Articles, letters, reports and photographs in 
jpeg or tiff format for publication should be sent, by Monday 2nd December at the latest, to Elizabeth Irwin 
at Drumcarrow Cottage, Pettycruik, Strathkinness KY16 9XP or email: fifechair@the-soc.org.uk 

 
FROM THE CHAIR 
Welcome to Autumn! Birds are on the move again, and as the weather changes it can be an exciting time for 
birdwatchers. I hope you have had an opportunity to get out and about and, if you have tried out any sites using the 
SOC birdwatching app, we would be interested to get some feedback on how you are finding it. 
 
I know many of you will be interested in our featured article on Corn Buntings by SOC member Ally Lemon. He is 
currently working for RSPB on this development project and we wish him well in his recent role. 
 
The newsletter also contains information about our programme of meetings this autumn and about the planned 
outings. We do hope you will be able to join us and look forward to seeing you. If you have signed up to receive SOC 
mailings, you will get reminders to your in box with full details and information a short time before each event. 

 
Elizabeth Irwin 

mailto:fifechair@the-soc.org.uk
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Forthcoming meetings at 7.30 pm in the Town Hall St Andrews: - 
 

Wednesday 11th September:    St Andrews University student presentations 
4 students will share some of their current research findings. There 
will be a focus on the Cyprus Wheatear, Common Whitethroat, and 
nesting behavior of Blue Tits. 
 

Wednesday 9th October:   Keith Brockie: The Teuchat Glen 
 
Wednesday 10th November:   Hayley Douglas: Tag ‘n Track on Lesser Black-backed Gulls 
 
Wednesday 11th December:   Members’ night 
 

Forthcoming outings: -  
Members wishing to go on outings must let the leader know that they intend to go by the Thursday before the outing 
at the very latest. You can do this via the Secretary, Caroline Gordon (fifesecretary@the-soc.org.uk), or Chair, Elizabeth 
Irwin (fifechair@the-soc.org.uk) 
Please note that all outings are weather and bird dependent, so the programme may vary to suit the conditions at 
the time. ‘Mailchimps’ will be sent out with details about: 
 

Saturday 14th September  NE Fife and the Eden Estuary (Caroline Gordon) 
Sunday 13th October  Gartmorn Dam and Torry Bay (E and J Irwin) 
Saturday 16th November  Angus Lochs (Rob Armstrong) 
Saturday 14th December  Christmas Lunch (at Fairways Restaurant, Elmwood, Cupar) 
              
Members are reminded that neither the Club nor its branches or individual leaders of outings can accept any 
responsibility for any injury suffered by individuals taking part in these outings, or any loss or damage to their 
property. 
 

 
 

Puffins on the Isle of May: Andrew Riches 
 

mailto:fifesecretary@the-soc.org.uk
mailto:fifechair@the-soc.org.uk
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Corn Buntings in the Community – RSPB Scotland 
 
 

 
 
Corn Buntings in the Community is an RSPB Scotland project that is building on the work the charity has been 
doing to help Corn Buntings in the East Neuk of Fife. The project is running for a year and has been awarded 
funding from the Postcode Local Trust raised by players of the People’s Postcode Lottery.  
 
We have been working with landowners and farmers in this area of Scotland for a number of years now by 
ensuring corn buntings have access to the Big Three: safe nesting sites late into the season, availability of 
insects to feed their chicks and provision of seed food especially during the winter months. This work has 
paid off as we have seen a 60% increase in numbers over the past four years.  
 
It was felt that we should celebrate and highlight the amazing work these farmers and landowners have 
done, and this is where the Corn Buntings in the Community project came from. The project is doing this by: 
1. Providing free ‘Corn Bunting’ seed mix to farmers and landowners, this mix has been developed over 

many years to provide corn buntings with all they need to thrive. 
2. Engaging local communities and visitors in the East Neuk area of Fife with this rare farmland bird and 

this conservation success.  
3. Developing walking and cycling routes which will take in areas where people have a chance of 

spotting corn buntings as well as taking in local farm shops and cafes. 
4. Strengthening the legacy of the Corn Bunting work through the development of an educational self-

guided leaflet. 
 
We have had a great summer running guided walks and talking to people about the project and we are now 
looking to finalise the walking and cycling routes for the self-guided leaflet. We are also in the process of 
organising some winter farmland walks where we will be visiting some of the corn bunting seed mix areas to 
look for mixed flocks of farmland birds. Details about these walks will be posted on Facebook and the RSPB 
website. 
For further information, please contact: 
Ally Lemon, Community Engagement Officer – alasdair.lemon@rspb.org.uk  
 
Notes: 
1.  RSPB Scotland is part of the RSPB, the UK’s largest nature conservation charity, inspiring everyone to give nature a home. 
Together with our partners, we protect threatened birds and wildlife so our towns, coast and countryside will teem with life once 
again. We play a leading role in BirdLife International, a worldwide partnership of nature conservation organisations. 
2. People’s Postcode Lottery manages multiple society lotteries promoted by different charities and good causes. People play with 
their chosen postcodes for a chance to win cash prizes. A minimum of 32% from each subscription goes directly to charities and 
good causes across Great Britain and internationally - players have raised £462 million so far. For details of the charities and good 
causes which are promoting and benefitting from the lottery draws, please visit https://www.postcodelottery.co.uk/good-
causes/draw-calendar 
3. Corn buntings were once one of Scotland’s fastest declining birds, but thanks to the efforts of farmers and landowners across  
Fife, Angus and NE Scotland they are now on the road to recovery. There is more information available about corn buntings and 
the conservation work that has prevented this species from disappearing in Scotland in this blog.  
 

Ally Lemon 

mailto:alasdair.lemon@rspb.org.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/WQoNC4xMxtY9l4MuON-jf
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/WQoNC4xMxtY9l4MuON-jf
https://community.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/b/scotland/posts/celebrating-the-return-of-corn-buntings-with-potentially-scotland-s-first-ever-food-farming-and-wildlife-trails?fbclid=IwAR2UvXe6cbRvtFdbKa9Y1tybWQFuzKICnWPCp2_KqieAlCPB4GDgq_eSzwQ
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Corn bunting on fence post. © Ben Andrew (rspb-images.com)  

(NB This image must only be used in relation to this story and fully credited) 

 
 
‘The Breeding and Wintering Birds of Fife’ 
 
The most recent atlas of birds in Fife was published in 2016 although the fieldwork ended in 2013. Although many of 
our findings have altered since then, it is still of great interest. We have several books still available and, to reduce 
stock, we have decided to give copies away to anyone in Fife who is genuinely interested. These will be free (although 
a small donation would not go amiss!). Our profits have been, and will continue to be, used for small grants for research 
projects in and around Fife.  
 
If you wish to take advantage of this offer, please contact Norman Elkins (jandnelkins@btinternet.com) in the first 
instance. Copies will be available at SOC meetings but can also be collected from addresses in Cupar and Crail. 
 

Norman Elkins 
 
Back numbers of ‘Scottish Birds’ 
 
Keith Ballantyne has a supply of 'Scottish Birds' donated to FBC a while ago, and which haven't been taken up. He 
wonders if any new(ish) members would be interested in catching up on previous editions? 
  
He has volumes 30 - 38 although not every volume is complete. 
 
If anyone is interested, please could you contact Keith by email: chairman@fifebirdclub.org.uk as soon as possible (and 
by end September at the latest). 
 

 
 

mailto:jandnelkins@btinternet.com
mailto:chairman@fifebirdclub.org.uk
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Social Media 
 
The SOC has social media accounts that are maintained by Jane Allison from Waterston House. Did you know that you 
can follow the SOC on Facebook and Twitter? 
 
She is always looking out for local news from the branches such as local surveys, bird news, and events. Picture caption 
pieces are especially welcome. If you have anything that you think Jane would be able to use, you can send it to her at 
jane.allison@the-soc.org.uk. It would be great if you could copy me in as well so that I am aware. 
 

Elizabeth Irwin 
 

Trip reports 
 
22 JUNE 2019: FIFE SOC OUTING TO THE PENTLAND HILLS:  
 
The walk from the Threipmuir Reservoir car park to the Loganlea Reservoir in the Pentland Hills is one of my favourites.  
The majority of the SOC members present had never been here before so it was a pleasure to introduce them to a 
new area and its birds.  I have been coming here for over forty years and although the number and variety of birds has 
changed a lot over that time, it was pleasing to find some still frequenting the same spots as they had done years ago. 
Before setting off from the car park we were surprised to hear a Cuckoo as they have usually stopped calling by mid-
June.  As we went to have a look over the Red Moss of Balerno we located the bird calling from a distant tree.  The 
deciduous woods on either side of the track towards the Pentlands was alive with the songs of Blackcap, Coal, Great 
and Blue Tits, Willow Warblers, Robin and Goldcrest. 
 
Reaching the Redford Bridge, we stopped to scan Bavelaw Marsh and Threipmuir Reservoir.  June is a quiet time here 
and just a few Mute Swans, Tufted Duck, Mallards and a Little Grebe were seen. 
 
Slogging up the tarmac road towards Bavelaw Castle, now a much-altered private house, we stopped for a breather at 
the bend in the road.  Here we found a Spotted Flycatcher darting to and fro between dead trees in the field.  I was 
particularly pleased to see this increasingly rare bird as it was in precisely the same area in which I had first seen the 
species years before. 

 
Leaving the road and the trees behind we entered the grassy moorland where 
we were pleasantly surprised to find a Lesser Redpoll atop a gorse bush.  Linnets, 
Meadow Pipits and Skylarks accompanied us on our walk into the scree sided 
valley, the Green Cleugh, which means a narrow gorge with steep rocky sides.  
Here we found a family group of Stonechats in the scree and heather as well as 
a Whinchat.   
 
At the end of the Green Cleugh we stopped at a lovely picnic spot on a grassy 
bank beside a small burn at the foot of a waterfall.  This used to be a regular spot 
for Ring Ousel but, sadly, these birds have disappeared from the Pentland Hills.  

 Spotted Flycatcher: Elizabeth Irwin  
 
Sand Martins flew back and forth to their nesting holes in the sandy bank of the burn.  
 
While having our lunch we heard and then saw two Ravens flying over and then one perched on a nearby cliff.  I knew 
then that we would have little chance of seeing Peregrines as, each year, they compete for the same territory and nest 
site and this year the Ravens must have won.   
 
After lunch we walked on towards the Loganlea Reservoir. A Common Buzzard flew over some way ahead chased by 
a smaller raptor, probably a Kestrel although possibly a Merlin, which used to breed on the hills and perhaps still do. 
We saw Grey Wagtail, a Wheatear and House Martins, which made their nests at the shepherd’s house, now 
seemingly deserted.  Reaching the reservoir, we found a Grey Heron and three Common Sandpipers, in the same part 
of the reservoir in which they have long bred. 

mailto:jane.allison@the-soc.org.uk
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We retraced our footsteps to the car park hearing Chiffchaff on the way.  Everyone seemed to have enjoyed the outing 
and we saw or heard 43 different species of birds.  
 

 
 

Lunch at the Green Cleugh: Paul Taylor 

 
Paul Taylor 
 
NB The planned trip to Aberlady on 11th August was cancelled because of inclement weather (very wet and windy 
so no fun at all!) However, below we have accounts of two trips that members have enjoyed outwith the planned 
SOC programme. 
 

Birding in the Dobruja area of Romania; 16 to 24 May 2019. 
 
In May this year ten Fife SOC members went on a birding tour of the Dobruja area of Romania which includes the 
Danube Delta.  The tour was organised by Hungarian Birdwatching, a company that we have used several times before 
(See details of hungarianbirdwatching.com below). 

 
 
We flew from Edinburgh via Amsterdam to 
Bucharest, where we were met by Karoly Teleki, 
who organises Hungarian Birdwatching, and our 
two guides, Gabor and Laca. 
 
After an overnight stay at a hotel just outside 
Bucharest we drove to Constanta on the Black Sea 
coast for some sea-watching.  Here we saw the first 
of many Dalmatian Pelicans, Black-necked Grebe, a 
Black-headed Bunting and the Black Sea subspecies 
of Shag. The highlight, however, was seeing two 
flocks of about 40 Yelkouan Shearwaters. 

 

 
 

Dalmatian Pelican: Paul Taylor 
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Moving north to Vadu we found a huge variety of birds, many of them migrants concentrated in a few bushes; these 
included Spotted and Pied Flycatcher, Olivaceous, Icterine, Barred and Paddyfield Warbler, Thrush Nightingale and 
Red-backed Shrike.  In the same area were Spoonbill, Little and Great White Egret, Collared Pratincole, Bee-eaters and 
Red-footed Falcon.   
 
On our second full day we drove north to the Sinhoe Lagoon area where we saw three adult Pallas’s Gulls, a flock of 
Great White Pelicans, Long-legged Buzzard and a Yellow Wagtail of the feldegg race.  From here we went to Histria, a 
Greco-Roman settlement.  Besides being an interesting archaeological site, this turned out to be a good place for 

raptors as we saw Lesser Spotted, Short-toed 
and Booted Eagles, both light and dark phase.  
On the way to our next stop we found 
Calandra Lark, a large bird, much bigger than 
the nearby Short-toed Larks, and with a very 
heavy looking bill.  At our final stop of the day 
at Cheile Dobrogei, an impressive gorge we 
managed to see Red-rumped Swallows, 
Golden Oriole, Levant Sparrowhawk and 
several Pied Wheatears. 
 
On the following day we visited the Babadag 
Forest where we found Red-breasted 
Flycatcher, and Sombre Tit as well as nesting 
Middle Spotted Woodpecker.  Next stop was 
the ruined Enisala Fortress; here we saw a 
small flock of Rose-coloured Starlings and a                                                
group of about 35 migrating Lesser Spotted  

Eagles overhead.  We then stayed for two 
nights on a boat hotel moored on a side 
channel of the Danube.  

Pallas Gull: Paul Taylor 
 
Over the next two days the group travelled in two small boats into the channels and lakes that comprise the Danube 
Delta and saw an amazing variety of birds: Squacco, Purple and Night Heron, Pygmy and Great Cormorant, more Great 
White and Dalmatian Pelicans and Pallas’s Gulls, Little Bittern, Ferruginous Duck, Bearded and Penduline Tit Great 
Crested, Red-necked and Black-necked Grebe, Roller and Hobby.  In the Caraoram Forest in the Delta I finally managed 
to see my bogey bird after 45 years of searching, a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker. 
 

                      
 

Red-necked and Black-necked Grebes: Paul Taylor 
 
After two nights on the boat hotel we spent two further nights in Tulcea.  On our first day there we visited the Macin 
mountains near the borders with Moldova and Ukraine.  Here we heard Common Nightingale and Turtle Dove singing 
and saw more Levant Sparrowhawks, Common Sparrowhawk, Black Kite and Honey Buzzard.  
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On our final day we once again travelled in two small boats into the Danube Delta where we found at least eight 
Kingfishers in a short length of channel, nesting Red-necked Grebes, Spoonbills, Pygmy Cormorants and White-tailed 
Eagles, more pelicans and a Cattle Egret.   
 
Once again, we had a great trip with Hungarian Birdwatching, seeing or hearing 173 species of birds.  The only 
downside was that one member of the group contracted what turned out to be cellulitis and had to spend the final 
few days of the trip in hospital in Tulcea. 
 
We cannot advertise our trips with Hungarian Birdwatching as SOC outings for insurance reasons.  However, we would 
recommend the company to any members who wish to have a tour in Hungary, Romania or Austria.  Karoly will 
organise bespoke tours lasting one or two days or a week or more.  Group sizes can be one or two to about ten.  Local 
and very knowledgeable guides, food, accommodation and transport are included in the price.   
 
If you would like any more information, contact mail@hungarianbirdwatching.com or me on pauldtaylor43@aol.com 
 

Paul Taylor 
 

A Trip to the Jewel of the Forth. 
 
We hadn’t visited the Isle of May for some years and had forgotten what a magical place it is. For the photographer or 
introducing the grandchildren to birds, it is excellent. The Island can be accessed by boat from Anstruther on the “May 
Princess” or the fast RIB the “Osprey” or from North Berwick on the RIB run by Seafari Adventures (details of prices 
and sailing times on their websites). 
 
Having checked the wind direction at Anstruther harbour, I positioned my wife suitably so she would get the benefits 
of the facial scrub on the journey across in the RIB. You are provided with waterproofs and life jacket for the RIB. 
Remember to pack your photographic gear and binoculars in a sealable waterproof bag. The RIB takes you rapidly to 
the Island and you get a close view of the cliffs and the grey seals while circumnavigating the coast before entering 
the harbour at Kirkhaven. You are given a briefing by one of the reserve staff reminding you to keep to paths so you 
don’t crush any puffin burrows and to watch your head when walking through the tern colony.  
 
There is a new visitor centre with toilets which provides cover if inclement weather. The island provides close views 
of the seabirds – Puffins, Arctic Terns, Kittiwakes, Razorbills and Guillemots. If you are lucky anything may turn up at 
migration time – an Aquatic Warbler and a Melodious Warbler were present recently. The island also has an interesting 
history with a monastery and lighthouses. Well worth a visit in June, July or early August. 

Andrew Riches 
(Editor’s note: we hope to arrange a Fife SOC trip to the Isle of May possibly on June 16th or 17th next year - 
depending on the tides) 
  

                 
 

Kittiwake and Guillemots on the Isle of May: Andrew Riches 
 

mailto:mail@hungarianbirdwatching.com
mailto:pauldtaylor43@aol.com
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Razorbills on the Isle of May: Andrew Riches 
 

Fife Bird Sightings: 

June 2019 

Wilderness held Quail, Whooper Swans, Black-tailed Godwits, Common Sandpipers, adult Little Gulls in summer 
plumage and Pochards. Fife Ness logged Manx Shearwaters (97 on 13th), Storm Petrels (six on 13th), Black Guillemots, 
Red-throated Divers, Velvet Scoters, Common Scoters (24 on 13th), Sanderlings, Great Skuas, Sandwich Terns and Arctic 
Terns. A Quail was singing at Wormiston, two Black-throated Divers were past Anstruther (5th), a Red-necked Grebe 
visited Dalgety Bay and Manx Shearwaters were seen off Dysart and Anstruther with 232 counted there on 5th. Little 
Egrets and Ospreys continued in the Eden Estuary. Red Kites were over Crail (two on 9th) and Blairhall, and there was 
a good record of a Honey Buzzard between Crail and St Andrews near “The Secret Bunker” on 11th. East Wemyss and 
Braefoot Point hosted Common Sandpipers, a Whimbrel was noted at Ravenscraig and there were flybys of Woodcocks 
at Morton Lochs and Earlshall. Grey Partridges were again seen at Rathillet. An adult Little Gull was at Letham Pools 
on 19th, possibly the same one that showed at Wilderness on 23rd. Mediterranean Gulls reappeared at the gull roost 
at East Wemyss, with three 1st yr. birds there on 30th. An Iceland Gull was noted at Anstruther, Black Guillemots at 
Dysart and Anstruther and a Barn Owl at Culross on 12th. Collessie held a singing Lesser Whitethroat, Spotted 
Flycatchers were logged at Morton Lochs, Earlshall and Linkswood St Fort (four on 10th). Ravens and Whinchats 
continued in Glen Vale, and five Crossbills were over St Andrews on 6th.  

July 2019 

Wilderness held a Whooper Swan, a Little Egret, Little Gulls, Little ringed Plovers, a Little Stint, a Temminck’s Stint, 
Common Sandpipers, Green Sandpipers, Black-tailed Godwits, Whimbrels and a Water Rail. Fife Ness logged Manx 
Shearwaters (116 on 28th), Sooty Shearwaters, Arctic Skuas, Great Skuas, Common Scoters, Velvet Scoters, 
Mediterranean Gulls, Great Northern Divers, Knot, Whimbrels and a Yellow Wagtail. Elsewhere, Quail were heard at 
Balcomie, Kingsbarns, Troustie House (three on 14th) and Fife Ness. A Red-throated Diver was over Ferry Hills, Manx 
Shearwaters were noted past Pathhead (27 on 13th), Anstruther (216 on 2nd), St Andrews Fairmont, Dalgety Bay, 
Kinghorn and Pettycur. Three Little Egrets and Ospreys continued at the Eden Estuary. Ospreys were also noted at 
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Loch Glow and Valleyfield. A Red Kite was seen at Lochead landfill. A flock of 46 Golden Plovers stopped over at St 
Monans on 21st, Knot were at Balcomie beach and Valleyfield. A Wood Sandpiper from the recent influx rested at 
Letham Pools (19th – 25th) and there were Green Sandpipers at Angle Park (three on 15th) and Valleyfield, Common 
Sandpipers showed at Angle Park, Pathhead, Cullaloe and Valleyfield, and Greenshanks were in Dalgety Bay. 100 
summer plumaged Black-tailed Godwits were at Valleyfield Lagoons on 31st. Whimbrels were noted at East Weymss, 
Kingsbarns (seven on 24th), Balcomie beach, Edenside, Morton Lochs, Fife Ness, St Andrews Fairmont (10 on 12th) and 
Pettycur. Arctic Skuas were past Pathhead and St Andrews Fairmont (four on 1st), Long-tailed Skuas were past St 
Andrews Fairmont (three on 31st) and Ferry Hills and Little Gulls visited Pathhead, St Andrews (260 on 26th), St Andrews 
Fairmont (132 on 31st) and went over Ferry Hills. The East Wemyss gull roost again held Mediterranean Gulls with 12 
there on 19th (a mix of adults and juveniles) with others at Dysart, Balcomie beach, Leven, Inverkeithing and Valleyfield. 
A Short-eared Owl was at Valleyfield (13th), the first Tree Pipit of the autumn was over Ferry Hills on 13th, a Yellow 
Wagtail (sp) was noted at Caiplie (20th) and ten Crossbills were seen at Loch Glow on 22nd.  

August 2019 

Wilderness held Green Sandpipers, Wood Sandpipers, Common Sandpipers, Curlew sandpipers (four 30th – 31st), 
Greenshanks, Knot, Ruff, Dunlin, Black-tailed Godwits (10 on 25th), Bar-tailed Godwits (three on 30th), Snipe (20 on 
30th), two Whimbrels over, Shovelers, a Barnacle Goose x Greylag Goose hybrid, and a Whooper Swan. Fife Ness logged 
Great Skuas (ten on 1st), Arctic Skuas, Black Terns (four on 1st), Sandwich Terns, Roseate Terns (two on 9th), Sooty 
Shearwaters, Manx Shearwaters (23 on 9th), a Marsh Harrier, Goosanders, Knot, and Bar-tailed Godwits. Ferry Hills 
recorded Great Skuas, Arctic Skuas, Red-throated Divers, a Great Northern Diver, Black-tailed Godwits, Tree Pipits (225 
on 17th), a Merlin, Whimbrels, Redstarts, Spotted Flycatchers and Wheatears. 

Elsewhere three Whooper Swans were at Loch Gelly, Pintails returned to Balgove Bay, there was a good record of a 
Garganey at Cullaloe (juvenile on 31st) and three Scaup were on the inland waters at Angle Park (18th). 16 Goosanders 
were off Braefoot Point on 8th. Quail were heard calling at Kingsbarns (15th, 23rd), a new Fife record of nine Little Egrets 
together was set at the Eden Estuary 28th with four Ospreys there and others at Loch Glow. A Red Kite was seen over 
Red Myre, Marsh Harriers visited Wormiston, Kilconquhar (23rd) and Edenside and a Honey Buzzard was a rare sight 
at Aberdour on 1st. A Water Rail showed at Lochore Meadows. Angle Park held a Little Ringed Plover, Knot were noted 
at Cambo, Balcomie Beach and St Andrews (160 on 27th), Dunlin at the Eden Estuary, St Andrews and Valleyfield 
Lagoons (49 on 4th). A Curlew Sandpiper showed at the Eden Estuary, Green Sandpipers were at Angle Park, 
Pittenweem, Crail, the Eden Estuary, Kilconquhar, Valleyfield Lagoons, and Dalgety Bay, with Common Sandpipers 
visiting Angle Park, Balcomie Beach, the Eden Estuary, Valleyfield Lagoons, Cullaloe, Braefoot Point and Loch Glow. 
The Eden Estuary, St Andrews and Valleyfield Lagoons held Greenshanks. Whimbrels passed over Seafield, 
Strathkiness, and St Andrews with seven circling Balgove Bay on 28th. Ruff were logged at Seafield, Crail, St Andrews 
and Balgove Bay. An Arctic Skua was off Out Head. Little Gulls were noted at St Andrews (seven on 27th) and Fairmont 
St Andrews (38 on 29th). Mediterranean Gulls are now firmly established in the county with counts of 13 at Buckhaven 
(16th) and 21 at East Weymss (2nd). Smaller groups or singles were also at Kirkcaldy, Dysart, West Weymss and Dalgety 
Bay. An Arctic Tern visited the inland floods at Letham Pools (18th) with others at Valleyfield Lagoons. Black Terns (all 
juveniles) showed at Cambo (six on 9th), Outhead (two on 31st) and Dalgety Bay. A juvenile Cuckoo briefly stopped at 
Cellardyke and there was a Short-eared Owl at Out Head. A fine Yellow Wagtail (flavissima) was at Crail on 7th with a 
flock of White Wagtails. Redstarts were at Kirkcaldy (two on 25th), Wheatears at Dunshalt (three on 31st), Balcomie 
Beach and Kingsbarns (eight on 23rd) with migrating Whinchats showing up at Wormiston and Kingsbarns. A Spotted 
Flycatcher was noted at Dalgety Bay, and Crossbills were again seen at Loch Glow.  

(Records of bird sightings for September to November, for inclusion in the December newsletter, should be 
sent by Sunday 1st December 2019 at the latest to David Heeley at dw.heeley@btinternet.com or 50 High 

Street, Newburgh, Fife KY14 6AQ.) 
 

mailto:dw.heeley@btinternet.com
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Pygmy Cormorant Pygmy Cormorant. Danube Delta northwest of Uzlina Romania. 20 May 2019:  
Paul Taylor 
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This month’s butterfly picture: Painted Lady taken on the Pentlands trip: Elizabeth Irwin 
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