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Newsletter No. 197  
 Compiled by Elizabeth Irwin       March 2020 

 

 
 

Long-tailed Tit at Morton Lochs: Dave Heeley 
 

Our next Newsletter will be Issue No. 198 for June 2020.  Articles, letters, reports and photographs in jpeg 
or tiff format for publication should be sent, by Monday 1st June at the latest, to Elizabeth Irwin at 
Drumcarrow Cottage, Pettycruik, Strathkinness KY16 9XP or email: fifechair@the-soc.org.uk 

 
FROM THE CHAIR 
In the short time between putting the newsletter together at the start of March, and getting it distributed via 
the SOC, the lives of everyone have changed dramatically: hence this new version with changes.  
 
Your first thoughts will now be for the safety of your loved ones and your own health. Our focus is now on 
keeping safe and supporting those who are caring for the sick and the vulnerable amongst us. 
 
All SOC meetings, outings, conferences and events have been cancelled until the situation changes. 

 
However, at this very difficult time, watching the birds – even from your own window, can be one pleasure 
you can still continue and I hope this will give you joy as we move from early Spring to some beautiful sunny 
days. I have therefore kept the article about counting and recording. I am also planning to do a June 
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newsletter as scheduled, but I would very much appreciate some photographs, notes on what you have seen 
– anything to help us all to keep in touch and share our birding. 
 
I, and all our committee members wish you well and hope to see you again once we have weathered this 
difficulty. 

 
Looking ahead: can you help us? Our AGM is being postponed from April, but there are still changes to the 
committee. Long-standing members are stepping down, so we will have vacancies. We want to keep Fife 
SOC secure, once we come out of this very difficult period, so we do need new people to come in with fresh 
ideas and a willingness to help. It is not difficult! (Normally we have two committee meetings a year and the 
odd email). Qualifications needed? An interest in birds, a willingness to uphold the SOC aims, and to be able 
to get along with people. You can be a novice bird watcher or an experienced one, young or old – everyone 
has something different to bring to the organisation. So please don’t hold back, send me an email or speak 
to me - or anyone on the committee if you’d like to find out more. Fife SOC needs YOU. 

 
Elizabeth Irwin 
  
Forthcoming meetings: The AGM scheduled for Wednesday 8th April has been cancelled.  
NB We are hoping that we may be able to resume as planned in September, but this will depend on 
government advice. Please keep in touch via the SOC website and mailings if you are signed up to receive 
them. 
 
We are planning to send out an electronic version of the Chair’s and the treasurer’s reports, and we will 
reschedule a formal AGM once meetings can resume. 

Forthcoming outings: -  
These have all been cancelled for the duration of this period of social isolation and social distancing. 
 
 
 

                           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Puffins: Elizabeth Irwin 
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Gannets: Elizabeth Irwin 

Branch news:  

 
Christmas lunch and raffle: once again we enjoyed a very good Christmas lunch at The Fairways Restaurant, 
Elmwood, Cupar. We drew the raffle, and the following people won prizes: 
Mary McIntyre 

Andrew Riches 
Lindsay Easton 
Julia Gerken 
Thank you to everyone who donated the prizes and who bought tickets. 
 
Fife’s County Bird Recorder, Graham Sparshott, gave a very well received talk to members at our meeting 
on the 8th January. He highlighted the importance that your records have for data collection and for his role 
as county recorder. He commented that most people use Birdtrack or something similar, but made the 
following key points: 
 

• Complete lists are particularly helpful 

• Fill in hide logs as well 

• If you think you may have seen something unusual, Graham is very happy to provide you with the 
right forms to record the bird, and he is happy to give advice. He said don’t be afraid to get in touch 
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as it doesn’t matter if you have got the identification wrong and he can help. NB You can find Graham 
Sparshott’s contact details on the Fife Recorder section of the SOC website. 

• Counting birds, especially in large flocks is much more helpful than just saying “a lot”! 
 
He also gave us some useful tips on counting birds you see in groups: 
 

• Count the heads 

• Divide into ‘grids’ and then multiply 

• Estimate 

• Don’t be afraid to give it a go 
 
Graham also talked about taking on a slightly different approach to your bird watching and had some good 
ideas to think about as we come into the start of a new spring.  
 
He suggested having a focus on studying and recording a local ’patch’, or perhaps a particular bird species. 
He thinks that some birds might be under reported in Fife – for example Long-eared Owls, Whinchats, 
Woodcock or Grey Partridge. 
 
Many thanks to Graham for his talk, and indeed for all the work he does as Fife’s county bird recorder. 
 
Daisy Burnell, Seabirds Count Project Coordinator for the JNCC, gave a talk at the March meeting about 
the current seabird census that she is co-ordinating. This is the final year of the project and there is a push 
to count urban and inland colonies of seabirds. If anyone would like to get involved, please contact Daisy 
at:  
https://jncc.gov.uk/news/seabirds-count/ 
Twitter: @JNCC_UKseabirds  
 
Branch Award: We presented Paul Taylor with his SOC Branch Award in recognition of all he has contributed 
to Fife Branch over many years. 
 

 
 
 

Elizabeth Irwin 

https://jncc.gov.uk/news/seabirds-count/
https://twitter.com/JNCC_UKseabirds
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Trip reports  
 
Sadly, our both of our outings planned for January and February were cancelled because of atrocious 
weather. We have lots planned for the spring and summer, so let us hope for better fortunes 
 

 
 

Bullfinch feeding on a sunny day: Elizabeth Irwin 
 

Fife Bird Sightings: 

December 2019 

Largo Bay held Greater Scaup, Long-tailed Ducks, Velvet Scoters (65 on 1st) and Slavonian Grebes. St 

Andrews Bay continued to hold significant numbers of Common Scoters, Velvet Scoters, Greater Scaup, Red-

breasted Mergansers, Great Crested Grebes and Long-tailed Ducks with Black-throated Divers there also. The 

Eden Estuary logged Whooper Swans, Long-tailed Ducks, Red-throated Divers, Pale-bellied Brent Geese 

(22), Pintails, Slavonian Grebes, Great Crested Grebes, White-tailed Eagles, Knot, Black-tailed Godwits, 

Greenshanks, Ringed Plovers, Grey Plovers, Sanderlings, Dunlin, Little Egrets and Snow Buntings. Elsewhere 

Whooper Swans were noted at  Dunshalt (100 on 2nd), Rossie Bog, Easter Lathrisk (60 on 12th) and The 

Wilderness; Pintails were at Rossie Bog (42 on 7th). 65 Velvet Scoters were counted at Lower Largo (1st), 

Long-tailed Ducks were at Dysart, Lower Largo and Inverkeithing, and Goldeneye were widespread if sparse 

in the north of the county. Smew continued at Cameron Reservoir (two males) and Lochore Meadows 

(redhead) with an imm. male showing briefly at Kilconquhar Loch. Cameron Reservoir held a flock of 21 
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Goosanders. Slavonian and Red-necked Grebes were in Dalgety Bay. Cameron Reservoir, Anstruther and 

Morton Lochs hosted Little Egrets; the 1st cy. Marsh Harrier remained at Newburgh. There were records of 

Goshawks from  Kilconquhar Loch (female on 1st), and Fife Ness (juv. Male past on 22nd). Peregrines were at 

Letham Pools, Newburgh (two on 7th), Rossie Bog, Kirkcaldy, St Andrews and at the Eden Estuary, and 

Merlins were seen at Crail airfield and Kinghorn. Purple Sandpipers were on the rocks at St Andrews West 

Sands, with a Spotted Redshank  seen there also on 8th. Woodcock were flushed at Auchtermuchty, Cameron 

Reservoir, St Andrews and Ruddons Point (three on 31st). Dunshalt held 18 Grey Partridges (12th); 

Mediterranean Gulls were logged at Pathhead, Buckhaven, Dysart, Seafield, Kilconquhar Loch, Kingsbarns 

and Kinghorn. Two Tawny Owls were calling on Newburgh High Street on 13th, and the dark-bellied Dipper 

(cinclus ssp.) continued (elusively) in Kinness Burn. Some Waxwings remained with 10 in  Kirkcaldy to 12th,  

and singles at Dunfermline, Letham and Cellardyke. A Black Redstart was a good record from Roome Bay 

(22nd) and there was a Chiffchaff sp. in Spinkie Den (1st), and clearly identified Siberian Chiffchaffs at the 

Ross Plantation (16th) and at Kilconquhar (3rd – 7th). Ravens were noted at Newburgh, The Wilderness, 

Auchtermuchty (three on 31st) and Glenduckie; Bramblings were at Cameron Reservoir, Twite at Cocklemill 

Marsh, Crossbills at Heatherhall Wood, Cameron Reservoir and over Ferry Hills, and 30 Corn Buntings were 

logged at Kingsbarns (19th) . 

 

January 2020 

St Andrews Bay held large flocks of Common Scoters, flocks of Velvet Scoters, Long-tailed Ducks, Scaup, 

Great Crested Grebes and Slavonian Grebes. The Eden Estuary logged Black-tailed Godwits, Bar-tailed 

Godwits, Knot, Sanderlings, Dunlins, Ringed Plovers, Grey Plovers and White-tailed Eagles. The dark-bellied 

Dipper continued in Kinness Burn. Whooper Swans were at  Letham Pools, Pathhead, Ramornie Mains (71 

on 22nd), Wilderness and Dunshalt. A flock of Pink-footed Geese was carrying two White-fronted Geese of 

the Greenland race and a Barnacle Goose and was noted at Letham Pools before relocating to Ramornie Mains; 

Brent Geese were in the vicinity of the Eden Estuary (12 Pale-bellied there) with 26 seen grazing by Balgove 

Bay on 26th. Lochore Meadows and Cameron Reservoir both continued to hold Smews. Red Grouse were seen 

on the Lomond Hills (which is not managed for shooting). Red-throated Divers were off Fife Ness and  

Kinghorn, a Great Northern Diver was at Fife Ness (10th) and a single Manx Shearwater passed Kinghorn on 

19th. Little Egrets visited Lochore Meadows, Tayport, Cocklemill Marsh and the Eden Estuary. The juvenile 

Marsh Harrier was again seen at Newburgh. Goshawks were a rare sighting at both St Monans (juv. Male) 

and Cameron Reservoir (imm. Female). Merlins showed at the Eden Estuary,  Strathkiness and Loch Glow. 

The flock of 14 Purple Sandpipers continued at St Andrew. Seven Greenshanks stopped off at  Torry Bay 

(24th). The overwintering Whimbrel was still at Ruddons Point, and there were records of Woodcock from 

Valleyfield Lagoons, a notable 35 Common Snipes at Millers Loch (19th) and Jack Snipe at Camilla Loch. 

The Forth coast population of Mediterranean Gulls offered sightings at East Weymss, Dysart, West Weymss, 

Pathhead, Buckhaven, Seafield, Kilconquhar Loch, Anstruther, and Kinghorn Loch. Angle Park attracted both 

an Iceland Gull and a Glaucous Gull for two days at the start of the month. A summer plumaged Black 

Guillemot was seen off Kingsbarns on 25th. A Barn Owl was at Dunshalt, Waxwings at Ladybank (25 on 21st), 

Wilderness (nine over) and Glenrothes and a Black Redstart was at  Roome Bay to 5th. Crossbills were noted 

at  Kilmany, Cameron Reservoir, Morton Lochs and Loch Glow. The flock of eight Snow Bunting continued 

in the St Andrews West Sands / Outhead area, and there was a good record of 13 seen on West Lomond Hill 

on 19th. The coastal region between Pittenweem and St Monans continues to support a population of Corn 

Buntings. The Ring-necked Parakeet remained in Kirkcaldy. 

 

February 2020 

Whooper Swans were at Dunshalt and The Wilderness, 28 Pale-bellied Brent Geese were logged at the Eden 

Estuary LNR (9th), Pintails showed at The Wilderness and a Green-winged Teal was in the Eden Estuary on 

2nd. St Andrews Bay held 26 Scaup. The redheaded Smew remained at Lochore Meadows and Kilmany had 

an unusual record of Goosanders. A Black-throated Diver was at Buckhaven. Little Egrets were noted at  

Morton Lochs and the Eden Estuary. The imm. Marsh Harrier was again seen at Newburgh, Hen Harriers 

visited  Rossie Bog and Lethans Muir, with two Merlins noted at  Crail Airfield (14th). The Eden Estuary held 



 7 

10 Black-tailed Godwits. Long stayers included a Whimbrel  at Ruddons Point, Grey Partridges at  Dunshalt 

and Mediterranean Gulls at five locations. A Glaucous Gull was a good record for Anstruther (10 th), as was 

an adult Black Guillemot at Kingsbarns (summ. plum). Ravens were noted at six sites. Camilla Loch held 14 

Bramblings on 23rd and Twite were recorded at Ruddons Point. Craigmead and Loch Glow held Crossbills  

and a lingering Snow Bunting was noted at Tentsmuir Point NNR on 5th. The Black-bellied Dipper continued 

at Kinessburn (St Andrews) and the Ring-necked Parakeet remained in Kirkcaldy. 

 

(Records of bird sightings for March to May, for inclusion in the June newsletter, should be sent by Sunday 
31st May at the latest to David Heeley at dw.heeley@btinternet.com or 50 High Street, Newburgh, Fife KY14 

6AQ.) 
 
 
 

The SOC is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation Reg. No SC009859 
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