
Borders Chairman’s Report September 2020 

When elected to the Chair in April 2019, little did I think that during the course of the year, meetings 
and outings would have to be cancelled and members would be confined to their local patch for 
their ‘birding’ experiences. It certainly has been a very strange time. However, the important thing is 
that we and all those close to us have remained in good health and avoided serious illness. If you 
have lost friends and loved ones, then the Committee extend their deepest sympathy to you. 

During the Winter months, the usual programme of monthly meetings, with invited speakers, was 
organised. Some changes had to be made when one speaker took up employment on one of the 
Scottish Islands and alternative arrangements had to be put in place. We are extremely grateful to 
those who stepped in to help, as we are to all those who gave presentations on a wide range of 
topics. 

In June 2020, HQ took the decision that no further meetings could be held until at least the end of 
the year due to coronavirus. There must still be questions over meetings taking place during the 
early part of 2021. However, arrangements are being put in place to join with SOC Dumfries and SOC 
Stewartry for ‘Zoom’ presentations in October and November. Members will be informed of these 
on Borders page on SOC Web-site and by Mailchimp from HQ. 

Since our last AGM, eight outings have been organised to four different locations in the Borders, and 
others in Northumberland, Lothian and Stirlingshire.  Unfortunately, a much looked forward to trip 
to RSPB Mersehead, Dumfries had to be cancelled due to weather conditions. All trips were well 
attended and thoroughly enjoyed. It is extremely unfortunate that we will not be able to organise 
any for this winter until further relaxation of lockdown has been announced. 

The Discussion Group continued to meet during the winter months with about 10 members 
attending each meeting. The main topics usually centred around surveys to be undertaken, 
BirdTrack recording and progress with the annual Bird Report. The Discussion Group is open to all 
members and it is our intention that these should continue this winter through the use of ‘Zoom’.  

Once again, we are indebted to Tom Brewis and his team for the production of an excellent Borders 
Bird Report for 2018. The Report for 2019, is now available and can be obtained from Malcolm Ross 
(eliseandmalcolm@btinternet.com). The quality of the Report is extremely high. Don’t miss out on 
getting your copy. Some copies from previous years are still available, at a reduced cost. A list of 
these will be circulated on Borders Bird News. 

You will be aware that, during the past year, problems have arisen with Borders Bird News, our 
Yahoo Groups site. The site is still operational but it is not possible to send attachments and photos.  
Earlier this year, Tom Brewis set up the Google Groups site ‘Whiteadderbirders’ to assess its 
suitability as an alternative to Yahoo. For the most part, it has been found to meet our requirements. 
We now require someone to take on the management of the new site. There is a degree of urgency 
in getting this set up as the Yahoo site was the main means by which users (about 280) shared their 
birding experiences and for the Committee to provide information about forthcoming events. HQ 
does send out Mailchimps, but with only about 150 members, these reach only just over half the 
number compared to Yahoo. 

At the start of lockdown, we were concerned that there would be a significant decrease in the 
number of sightings in the Borders, due to not being able to move around freely. However, the 
opposite has been the case. Between 1st April and 31st June, the total number of records entered on 



BirdTrack currently stands at 29570 compared to 19976 for the same period last year. The number 
of species recorded in that period remained about the same, though the number of sites visited fell.  

I would like to thank all who have submitted their records to BirdTrack and to those who have sent 
David and me their sightings for us to enter.  

In conclusion, I would like to thank all members and non-members who have attended events and 
helped out in any way, during the last 18 months. It has been a very different time for us all and we 
sincerely hope that it will not be too long until things return to a semblance of normality. 

Martin Moncrieff 

 


