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Most organisations and clubs have been affected in recent months by the COVID-19 

pandemic, and one impact on our branch has been the postponement of the AGM in 

April. The AGM, like our planned autumn talks, will take place electronically via 

Zoom. 

 

Club members continue to be involved in national surveys such as WeBS, BBS and 

WBBS, as well as local surveys like the Caithness Goose Count.  The round of SOC 

talks in the autumn and winter were well received, with a highlight for me being the 

ERI post-graduate students giving a number of “speed talks” on their respective 

research projects, giving members a fascinating insight to the range of work done 

there. Their attendance made for a record turnout as well as lowering the average age 

of attendees to below sixty for the first time in decades….. 

 

In an attempt to increase the profile of the club locally, we had a stand at the 

Caithness County Show 2019 for the first time. Whilst we were not trampled 

underfoot by the crowds gathering to see us, it was felt to be a useful thing to repeat at 

the next County Show, whenever that may be. At the show, we had discussion with 

Forest and Land Scotland who were showcasing their Consultation of their proposed 

Land Management Plan for Caithness, and comments from the club committee were 

passed on to the FLS folk, and I think a useful contact has been established there with 

an important habitat-management organisation in the county. 

 

Looking to the future, our membership numbers around 30 people, as it has done for 

some years. The committee think it would be useful to get a better feel for what 

existing members want from the club, so we will shortly send a survey to you. It will 

ask for suggestions for events and outings but also any thoughts you may have on 

how we can recruit more members, and of course retain our existing members – a 

common concern for many organisations in Caithness. 

 

Being an office bearer is often described as a thank-less task, so I will put that one to 

rest by saying “thanks” to our Office Bearers for their sterling efforts over the year, 

and also to Sinclair Manson for his efforts as County Bird Recorder, and his 

production of the annual Caithness Bird Report. Many of you already submit records 

via BirdTrack, and are also members of the WhatsApp group “Caithness Scare and 

Rare”, and I would encourage anyone to use those tools if you do not already do so. 

 

Finally, I would like to pay tribute to the late Marina Swanson. She was a real force 

for good in the county, inspiring many people of all ages to appreciate and interact 

with Caithness’s natural environment. She was involved in several bird surveys over 

the years and contributed many records, particularly to the last BTO Bird Atlas. She 

will be missed by many. 

        Donald Omand (5/8/20) 


