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A Nuthatch in Ravenscraig Park February 2019: Allister Todd 
 

Our next Newsletter will be Issue No. 194 for June 2019.  Articles, letters, reports and photographs in 
jpeg or tiff format for publication should be sent, by Monday 3rd June at the latest, to Elizabeth Irwin at 
Drumcarrow Cottage, Pettycruik, Strathkinness KY16 9XP or email: fifechair@the-soc.org.uk 

 
FROM THE CHAIR 
Welcome to our Spring edition of the newsletter. As I write this, the summer weather of February has turned into 
more usual March conditions (cold and rather wet), but an Osprey has just been noted over the Eden Estuary – 
always exciting! 
 
We are coming to the end of our programme of winter meetings, but I hope many of you will make it to Martin 
Cook’s talk about Moray’s birds and to our April AGM and members’ night. We have also added some excellent 
outings through the summer. You can keep up to date with information either through the Fife page on the SOC 
website or by signing up to receive email alerts about meetings and outings. (Kathryn Cox at the SOC can help you 
with this or there is ‘how to’ information again on the Fife page of the site). I look forward to seeing you at these 
events. 
 

mailto:fifechair@the-soc.org.uk


 2 

Fife SOC Grants 
Thanks to the generosity of members who have contributed through buying teas and coffees at meetings and buying 
raffle tickets, our funds remain in a healthy state. You will receive a detailed financial report with the information 
about our AGM in April. In the meantime, however, the committee has agreed that we could consider making a small 
grant to any Fife birding initiative that you feel needs support. In the past two years, for example, we have funded 
nest box schemes, and food for wild birds through last year’s harsh winter. If you want to propose anything, please 
contact me and I will pass the information to the committee. 
 

SOC Site Guide App update 
We are also looking forward to the SOC site guide App. Fife members and our Bird Recorder, Graham Sparshott, have 
done a great job. Already they have succeeded in uploading an initial 19 sites in Fife on to the App. The launch date is 
sitting at around the 20th March, and if you are keen to see it as soon as possible you can go to the SOC site and 
register to be emailed when it goes live (www.the-soc.org.uk/app). Of course, we will be able to continue to add 
more sites to the App, and as you try it out you can suggest amendments needed or volunteer to survey other sites 
that you think should be there. There will be a process for doing this, and a good point of contact is Fife Bird 
Recorder Graham Sparshott. 

In tandem with the SOC site guide, we are also working together with Fife Bird Club members on their printed site 
guide. Their Chair, Keith Ballantyne notes: “Thanks go to those who have helped to complete the first batch of 
entries for the new site guide. Invitations will be issued shortly to other members regarding the remaining sites”.  

Forlorn telescopes languishing in dusty cupboards 
I wonder if anyone has a telescope that they no longer use but that might be very useful to somebody that doesn’t 
have one? If anyone has a ‘scope they could pass on to a keen birdwatcher, could you let me know and I will try to 
find a suitable match! 

 

Elizabeth Irwin 
 

 
 

A Robin at Loch Leven: Allister Todd 

http://www.the-soc.org.uk/app
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Forthcoming meetings at 7.30 pm in the Town Hall St Andrews: - 
 
Wed 10th Apr     AGM & Members’ Night: including Monique Maclenzie: Vultures! 
 

Forthcoming outings: -  
Members wishing to go on outings must let the leader know that they intend to go by the Thursday before the outing 
at the very latest. You can do this via the Secretary, Caroline Gordon (fifesecretary@the-soc.org.uk), or Chair, 
Elizabeth Irwin (fifechair@the-soc.org.uk) 
 
Sunday 14th April                          Ruddons Point (Rob Armstrong) 
Sunday 12th May                          Glen Turrett (Elizabeth and John Irwin fifechair@the-soc.org.uk)   
Saturday 22nd June  Pentlands (Paul Taylor) 
Sunday 11th August  Aberlady Bay area (Paul Taylor) 
              
Members are reminded that neither the Club nor its branches or individual leaders of outings can accept 
any responsibility for any injury suffered by individuals taking part in these outings, or any loss or damage 
to their property. 
 

NB. SWT in Fife extend a welcome to any SOC members who wish to go along to their meetings and outings. You 
can find details on their website (http://www.swt-fife.org.uk/) and on their Facebook page 
 

 

Trip reports 
 
Outing to Loch Leven 13th January 2019 
 

Our first outing of 2019 started at Vane Farm where the sun was 
shining but it was also very windy. Those who arrived first had 
Bullfinch and Long-tailed Tit on their lists before I’d even got one 
foot out the car.  
 
We took the path up through the woods behind the visitor centre. 
It’s a good place for seeing Red Squirrels and they were being very 
active this morning which was great. The area was also full of birds 
with at least two Treecreepers as well as all the expected species – 
Blue Tits, Great Tits, Coal Tits, Tree Sparrows, Chaffinches, Robins, 
Blackbirds, Dunnock, Goldfinches, Greenfinch and Jackdaw. A pair of 
Buzzards were overhead as we took the short walk round the ‘Leafy 

Loop’.  

         Male Bullfinch: Elizabeth Irwin 
 
From there, we went to the first (Gillman) hide to scan over the loch, which was decidedly choppy. There were 
Goldeneye, Pochard, Tufted Duck, Little Grebe, Great Crested Grebe, Goosander, Mallard, Cormorant and Black-
headed and Common Gulls on the water with Greylag Geese, Curlew and a solitary Pink-footed Goose over on St 
Serf’s Island. We picked out a single Lapwing on the scrapes. A Great Spotted Woodpecker visited the feeder while a 
pair of Pheasants scavenged below.   
 
At the third (Carden) hide, a pair of Peregrines provided a bit of excitement as they went for the birds - Teal, Wigeon, 
Mallard, Pintail and Curlew – which were congregated in one corner of the Flood. Also on the Flood was a family of 
Whooper Swans together with Mute Swans, a Little Egret and Grey Heron. 
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From Vane Farm, we moved on to Findatie (with some of the group 
seeing a Kestrel en route) and walked along the Cut where there were 4 
female Goosander. Just beyond the bridge, 9 Grey Herons were gathered 
in a field which also held a large flock of Woodpigeons and Starlings. 
Other birds new to the day’s list were Moorhen, Magpie, Herring Gull, 
Pied Wagtail and - only heard - a Jay. 
 
Our final stop of the day was at Burleigh Sands on the north shore of the 
loch where amongst a large raft of Tufties, Goldeneye and a few 
Pochard, we found a single Slavonian Grebe. 
 
Thanks to the 10 members who came along and who helped make it 
such an enjoyable day out. 
 

Caroline Gordon  
 
 

 
  A Red Squirrel: Elizabeth Irwin    

 
 

  
 

A Grey Heron along the Cut at Loch Leven: Allister Todd 
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OUTING TO KIRKCALDY – 15th February 2019 
 
This was originally advertised as an outing from Dalgety Bay to Kinghorn, then latterly (in the email from HQ), as 
South Fife Coast.  In the end a most enjoyable and productive outing was held by covering two sites in Kirkcaldy.  The 
fifteen keen birders who met up at the Seafield car park at the south end of Kirkcaldy included 2 students and two 
guests who hailed from Norfolk. Conditions were bright with a noticeable cool breeze. 
 
We set up our telescopes as soon as we were out of the cars and the outing list made good headway right away.  
Seeing a Carrion Crow at the water’s edge was the prelude to a good list of the expected species such as Cormorant, 
Shag, Eider, Black-headed Gull, Great Black-backed Gull and Herring Gull.  In particular, I enjoyed the good views in 
terrific light conditions of Red-throated Diver, Long-tailed Duck and Razorbill.  Others managed to pick out a distant 
Gannet, Fulmar and Red-breasted Merganser and, turning to look behind us from time to time, we also saw 
Blackbird and Woodpigeon. 
 
We walked along the path spotting Great Tit, Starling and Magpie and stopped again near the old harbour wall (the 
harbour was never completed!).  There, waders were visible with a Purple Sandpiper and Turnstones among a flock 
of Redshanks.  Strolling further along the path added House Sparrow, Wren, Blue Tit and Sparrowhawk to the day’s 
list. Stopping again gave us the wonderful sight of 20+ Purple Sandpipers along with Oystercatchers, Bar-tailed 
Godwit and a Rock Pipit. 
 

 
 

Purple Sandpiper and a Turnstone: Katherine Schuessler 
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We had not reached the 16th century tower ruin but Caroline suggested we should move on, not further along the 
coast as intended, but to the other side of Kirkcaldy, to Ravenscraig Park where a Nuthatch (then 2) had been 
reported for the past month.  This quickly met our approval, so we made our way there where we had our lunch 
before resuming the birding.   On arrival in the car park Goldfinch, Greenfinch, Long-tailed Tit and another 
Sparrowhawk were quickly seen by some. 
 
We knew where the Nuthatches were being seen regularly and from the car park there is a path parallel to the wall 
which separates the Park from the main road. As we made our way along it, we saw a good number of expected 
species such as Robin, Treecreeper, Blue Tit, Woodpigeon and Carrion Crow.  Thrushes seen were Redwing, Song 
Thrush and Blackbird.  We spent some time in the target area where Coal Tit was added to the day’s list before one 
then two very active Nuthatches were seen, sometimes showing very well.  Nuthatches have been slow to come into 
Fife although single birds have been seen almost annually since 2007 (two in 2009).  I think this was the first time 
many of the group had seen the species in Fife so, although it was earlier than expected, it was an excellent way to 
finish almost four hours of enjoyable birding. 

 
Stewart Neilson 
 

 
 

Purple Sandpipers and a Turnstone are displaced by the waves: Katherine Schuessler 
 

Fife Bird Sightings: 

December 2018 

75 Whooper Swans were at Freuchie on 22nd, Outhead held 15 pale-bellied Brent Geese and one dark-bellied Brent 
Goose, Pintails were at Lochore Meadows, Outhead and Balgove Bay, Scaup were in St Andrews Bay and at Outhead. 
St Andrews Bay also held c1800 Common Scoters, Velvet Scoters, two drake Surf Scoters and Long-tailed Ducks.  
Long-tailed Ducks were also off Tiel Burn. Red-headed Smews were noted at Lochore Meadows, Cameron Reservoir 
(two 3rd – 17th) and Kilconquhar Loch. Red-throated Divers were seen at Seafield, St Andrews Bay and Outhead, 
Black-throated Divers at Kinghorn, and Great Northern Divers in Largo Bay, off Elie and in St Andrews Bay. A Black-
necked Grebe was at Elie harbour (4th – 28th), Slavonian Grebes gathered at Outhead (12 on 13th), a good number of 
Great Crested Grebes were in St Andrews Bay with the Scoters, and Red-necked Grebes were noted at Tiel Burn and 
Dalgety Bay. Little Egrets and a White Tailed Eagle continued in the Eden estuary. A juvenile male Marsh Harrier was 
an unusually late sighting over Mugdrum Island on 21st viewed from Newburgh piers. A Hen Harrier was at 
Kingsbarns (12th). 80 Golden Plovers were logged at Kilminning (4th); Purple Sandpipers were at Seafield, Kingsbarns 
(43 on 9th), Ruddons Point, St Andrews, Anstruther and Kinghorn; Greenshanks were at Kinkell Ness (six on 4th) and 
Black-tailed Godwits were noted at the flooded fields at inland Luthrie on 29th. The Whimbrel continued at Ruddons 
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Point. Woodcocks were seen at Crail and Kilrenny, and Jack Snipes at Cocklemill Marsh.  Dysart, Seafield, Pathhead, 
Shell Bay and Kingsbarns all had records of Mediterranean Gulls; a Little Auk was in Largo Bay (19th). A Short-eared 
Owl was seen several times at Kingsbarns. A Water Pipit was at Shell Bay on 1st before relocating to Cocklemill Burn 
to be joined by a second through to 31st. Waxwings were logged at Kirkcaldy (throughout with 170 on 1st), Pathhead, 
Balmullo, Dalgety Bay, Crossford and Torryburn. Dysart held a Siberian race Chiffchaff on 29th and Twite flocks were 
logged at Kingsbarns (34 on 10th), Pittenweem (80 on 30th), and St Monans (12 on 30th). Crossbills were at Ruddons 
Point (five on 1st) and Morton Lochs, and Corn Buntings were at Kingsbarns, Pittenweem (80 on 30th) and St Monans.   
 
January 2019 

Whooper Swans were at Lochore Meadows (25 on 10th) and Mountcastle; Brent Geese continued in Balgove Bay. 
There were 60 Scaup in St Andrews Bay with Velvet Scoters, Common Scoters and two drake Surf Scoters 
throughout. Red-headed Smews were noted at Lochore Meadows (1st – 24th), Cameron reservoir (three on 8th) and 
Kilconquhar Loch. Red-throated Divers were logged at Elie, Balgove Bay, Fife Ness (eight on 24th) and Kinghorn, and 
Great Northern Divers at Elie and Fife Ness. The Black-necked Grebe continued to show at Elie Harbour. Slavonian 
Grebes were seen at Elie and Outhead (11 on 14th); Red-necked Grebes were off Seafield (31st), Ruddons Point and 
Kinghorn. A Manx Shearwater passed Kinghorn on 4th with a Sooty Shearwater there also and at Seafield (26th). Little 
Egrets decorated Morton Lochs, Tentsmuir NNR and Edenside. A White Tailed Eagle flew over Newburgh and the 
immature male Marsh Harrier continued to be seen there on Mugdrum Island. A Merlin was on the Lomond Hills 
(20th). Golden Plovers were at Crail, a Whimbrel at Ruddons Point, and Grey Partridges at Cellardyke (19 on 11th) and 
Morton Lochs. A Pomarine Skua made a late showing at Kingsbarns (1st) and there was a single Little Gull off 
Kinghorn on 27th. A Herring Gull of the argentatus sub-species was a good find at Seafield (19th) and Mediterranean 
Gulls showed at Burntisland, Loch Gelly, Buckhaven, Ruddons Point and Kinghorn. The Water Pipit continued at 
Cocklemilll Burn to 21st. A Short-eared Owl was at Kingsbarns (19th) and Waxwings were seen in small numbers at 
Kirkcaldy, Ballantager Farm, Leuchars and Dalgety Bay. Chiffchaffs were noted at Dysart, Kilrenny and Anstruther. 
Nuthatches seem to be established in Ravenscraig Park Kirkcaldy with two there throughout. Ravens were at 
Newburgh and Shell Bay. A fine flock of c100 Bramblings was at Craigrothie on 8th with smaller numbers at Morton 
Lochs. Twite were logged at St Monans, Pittenweem, Balgove Bay, Boarhills (100), Crossbills at Cameron reservoir, 
Morton Lochs, Kilrenny and Kinshaldy, and Snow Buntings were on the Lomond Hills (20th) and at Tentsmuir Point 
NNR (three on 31st). The Corn Bunting census at St Monans returned 122 on 1st with a few noted at Craigrothie. A 
Ring-necked Parakeet entertained in Kirkcaldy from 23rd – 31s 
 
February 2019 

Whooper Swans were at Guardbridge, ten Brent Geese remained in the Eden Estuary, White-fronted Geese of the 
Greenland race were at Letham Pools and Mountcastle (Greenland) and a Eurasian race bird was at Parkhill Farm on 
25th. Two drake Surf Scoters continued in St Andrews Bay to at least 14th. Redheaded Smews were noted at Lochore 
Meadows and Cameron Reservoir (two). Red-throated Divers were past Fife Ness and Kinghorn (18 on 17th), Great 
Northern Divers were off Seafield and Fife Ness and the Black-necked Grebe continued to be seen off Elie harbour. A 
Sooty Shearwater was noted a distance off shore from Kinghorn feeding with a gull flock on 17th. Little Egrets were at 
St Andrews, Guardbridge, Cocklemill Marsh and Tayport (three there). A juvenile Marsh Harrier was seen several 
times over Mugdrum Island at Newburgh with another record, possibly of the same bird, at Rossie Bog. A juvenile 
female Goshawk was over Anstruther (18th). Merlins were seen at Craigmead, Leuchars, Earlshall Muir and Cullaloe 
NR. The overwintering Whimbrel continued at Ruddons Point. A Woodcock was at Kilminning, a Little Gull at 

Burntisland, and Mediterranean Gulls were at Buckhaven, Dysart, Loch Gelly and Dalgety Bay. Cluny hosted a 
Long-eared Owl (17th). Water Pipits continued to be seen at Cocklemill Burn. A few Waxwings remained with 
sightings from Leuchars, Guardbridge and Dalgety Bay. Kirkcaldy parks proved attractive to Nuthatches with several 
sightings from Ravenscraig. The Craigrothie flock of Bramblings remained with 183 there on 15th, and 20 Bramblings 
returned to the same site as last year at Bow of Fife. Boarhills held 12 Twite; Crossbills showed at Wilderness (25 on 
24th), Lochore Meadows, Tenstsmuir, Earlshall Muir and Morton Lochs. Outhead hosted Snow Buntings to at least 
26th, Bowhouse Farm logged 103 Corn Buntings on 17th, and the Ring-necked Parakeet provided colour in Kirkcaldy 
showing at Beveridge Park, Chapel and Ravenscraig.  
 
(Records of bird sightings for March to May, for inclusion in the June Newsletter should be sent by 
Saturday 1st June 2019 at the latest to David Heeley at dw.heeley@btinternet.com  or 50 High Street, 
Newburgh, Fife KY14 6AQ) 
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Redshank wait for the tide to turn – with a Purple Sandpiper and a Turnstone: Elizabeth Irwin 
 
 

 
 

Oystercatcher and Turnstone: Katherine Schuessler 
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