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Stonechat at Kilminning on the 25th March: Erica Hollis 
 

Our next Newsletter will be Issue No. 199 for September 2020.  Articles, letters, reports and photographs 
in jpeg or tiff format for publication should be sent, by Monday 7th September at the latest, to Elizabeth 
Irwin at Drumcarrow Cottage, Pettycruik, Strathkinness KY16 9XP or email: fifechair@the-soc.org.uk 

 
FROM THE CHAIR 
I hope you, your family and your friends are well. 
 
I am not going to comment on all that we are missing. Instead I hope that this issue of the Fife SOC newsletter 
can highlight the pleasure that birds and wildlife bring close to our homes. Our more ‘common’ birds have 
never been more welcome. 
 
Despite the dearth of outings and events, this is such a bumper issue that I have included a ‘contents’ below. 
Many thanks to everyone who has contributed articles and photographs. I have used as many as possible. I 
particularly liked Erica’s photograph of the Stonechat above because it was taken right at the start of our 
‘lockdown’ period and it seemed to me to symbolise what lay ahead!   

mailto:fifechair@the-soc.org.uk
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The AGM was cancelled in April, so in line with the constitution a physical AGM will be held when possible. 
We do not know when this will be, so in the interim I have included the Chair’s Report – while I can still 
remember what happened. Already it seems very distant. A Treasurer’s report is also included. 
 
Enjoy the newsletter and I hope to see you soon. 
 
Elizabeth Irwin 
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Male Stonechat in flight at Outhead St Andrews: Eric Wilson 
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All SOC meetings and outings have been cancelled until the situation changes 
 

Keeping in touch:  
We have a provisional programme of meetings and outings ready for when things change, but I am not sure 
we will be able to restart meetings in September.  
 
Rest assured that we will follow all the relevant advice from the government and the SOC, and consult 
members, before anything happens. You can get up to date information from the SOC website and you can 
follow SOC updates on Facebook. If you have signed up with the SOC to receive emails, you will also get 
notifications of any meetings or outings that way. 
 
We might consider using a platform such as Zoom to hold virtual meetings. Other branches are trialling this 
and I would be interested in your views on. There would also be advantages for members who need to travel 
to meetings, especially in the winter. 

 
 
 
Fife SOC Committee News: 
Norman Elkins and Rodger Neilson have 
decided to stand down from our committee, 
and we would like to thank them for their 
contributions and support. In advance of an 
AGM, Dave Heeley has been co-opted on to 
the committee. The committee for this year is: 
 
Elizabeth Irwin (Chair); Caroline Gordon 
(Secretary); John Irwin (Treasurer); Rob 
Armstrong; Andy Falconer; Dave Heeley; 
Andrew Riches. 
 
Please contact any of the committee members 
if you feel that you can help in any way or if 
you have ideas to share. 

 
  

A Yellowhammer sings: Elizabeth Irwin 
 
Waterston House News: 
Staff at Waterston House have been working from home and the good news is that they are currently 
planning how to reopen the building. They have set up an online art gallery (have a look on the website), and 
the SOC is secure as an organisation. We know that the period of isolation has engaged many who are new 
to bird watching, especially younger people and families. Once they can travel further afield, we hope the 
SOC App will prove even more popular (10,000 had been downloaded by May). You might be interested in 
the link below to an article in The Scotsman that Alan Knox sent in 
 
https://www.scotsman.com/lifestyle/outdoors/why-young-scots-are-looking-skies-under-lockdown-2868790 

 
A virtual SOC Council meeting will be held on 14th June to plan for the way forward for the organisation and 
branches. 
 

https://www.scotsman.com/lifestyle/outdoors/why-young-scots-are-looking-skies-under-lockdown-2868790
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 June 2020 
Bird news: May 

There can be complaint against many things just now but surely not the weather. This spell of 
amazing days is almost as odd as the whole lockdown and associated issues. 
Once again the news is sparce from the reserve with very little formal surveying and counting. 
Records are not being passed to us understandably so its slim pickings folks. 
May’s bird bits; 
Breeding: Some good numbers of Sedge Warblers on the River Eden reed beds and along the 
north shore. Seems a good Whitethroat year too. 
2 families of Mallard noted with 9 large young between them which is good. Good numbers of 
Skylark and Linnet around the grassland pens at Outhead, great to get close to as they have feeding 
and nests within the pens. 
Sandmartin have moved in at Outhead and can be noted all around the end of West Sands. 
Estuary wide: No estuary count however 63 Shelduck, 4 Goldeneye, 1 Osprey, 17 Curlew, 2 Heron 
and 18 Mute swan were noted on 21st. 
Outhead: Stonechat with 2 juveniles at Outhead on 21st and 1 with 2 juveniles on the West Sands 
dunes along with 2 pairs of Reed Bunting on the same day. 
Eden Centre: Many pairs of birds are using the centre park for breeding and feeding, most notable 
are 2 pairs of Tree Sparrow and 2 pairs of Blue tit in the boxes and trees around the centre. 
White tailed eagle are around and noted off Outhead area last week and 2 Osprey noted on 31st. 
Gannets and Puffins being picked up around West sands so its heading towards seabird season. 
The reports should be healthier for June as we now have a presence back on the reserve. 
Please email the ranger any bird records you can. 

Bird of the Month 

Sandmartin 
The smallest of the ‘hirundines’ and often less well identified. 
Not as handsome as the Swallow, not as obvious as the House 
martin and not as agile as the Swift, but a fine bird. Around 
their nest sites they can give great opportunity to observe their 
behaviour, insect feeders they are nimble and low flying, in 
groups they can be enchanting. A small colony has taken in 
the dunes along the golf courses, a far better option than the 
bunkers! Look out for these around the reserve. 
Good to have them back. 

Eden centre  

• Closed 

The centre is closed however in light of ‘Phase One’ of lockdown ease being implemented, we can 
still invite you to access the reserve. You can travel to take exercise if you live locally (5 miles). The 
centre does have a new very small open sided wooden hide outside and you would be welcome to 
use this when visiting. Please ensure social distancing is observed, if someone is present, please 
consider elsewhere. 
Reserve news 

In response to the current situation we all find ourselves in FCCT had to pull back services and in 
light of lockdown, staffing. This was highly appropriate. This is now changing. 
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Under Phase 1 of the easing of lockdown 
restrictions we advise strongly to follow the 
Scottish Govt guidelines. 
 
The ability to car travel short distances for 
exercise may bring the reserve closer to more 
people. The reserve has never been out of 
bounds and we welcome responsible access 
along recognised paths and routes. Outhead at 
West Sands, St Andrews and Eden centre 
Guardbridge are the best at this time. These can 
both allow access to view and walk and to ensure 
social distancing. 

• Please take home all litter and waste and 
treat the reserve well, it’s an asset for all. 

• Please plan your visits well, there is limited 
facilities at all sites just now. 
 
Enjoy and please let us know if you come across 
anything interesting. 
 
Check out our social media sites for updates 
and information. 
 
Stay safe and good wishes. 
Ranald 

Orange Tipped Butterfly at the Eden Estuary: Ranald Strachan 
 

Ranald Strachan: Fife Coast and Countryside Trust: 07985 707593: Ranald.Strachan@fifecountryside.co.uk 

 

Isle of May news: 
On the 23rd March, David Steel had moved back there with his assistant to prepare for the season. On the 
27th March they were both recalled and since then David has been back at his home in Newcastle – until –as 
I write he is heading back to the May and has promised an update. I will send this out when I get it. Good 
news!! 

 
Wheatear: Erica Hollis 
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Chair’s Report June 2020 (for the financial year ending April 5th 2020) 
Until things came to a sudden end on the 23rd March, the Fife Branch of the SOC had been enjoying another 
full and successful year. Our Fife SOC membership remains stable at 155 members. 
 
This year we held monthly meetings from September to March, in St Andrews Town Hall and the talks have 
been interesting and well attended. In September we again invited post-graduate students at St Andrews 
University to update us on the latest research projects and in January the Fife bird recorder, Graham 
Sparshott, came to talk about his role and how we can help with our recording – and counting! I do hope 
that you have been practising what he told us during this strange time. 
 
As usual the topics were wide ranging and included Dr Monique McKenzie’s work with Vultures (her use of 
tracking technology was fascinating) and Keith Brockie explaining how he works in the field to create his 
beautiful paintings. Many of the talks had a seabird theme: for example Tag ‘n Track of Lesser Black-backed 
Gulls, monitoring the food of seabirds and rather poignantly Daisy Burrell’s talk on March 11th about the last 
year of the project Making Seabirds Count – now postponed of course.  
 
The Hall booking costs, and speakers’ travelling expenses continue to be paid by SOC out of membership 
fees, and we are grateful for that support. We also held our 9th successful annual Christmas meal at The 
Fairways Restaurant Cupar. Lunch time had proved popular as it allowed more members to travel and enjoy 
the occasion. 

 

  
 

A Sanderling enjoys the beach: John Anderson 
 

Fife SOC has again organised regular outings led by 7 different members, and I am grateful for their support. 
Unfortunately, this year we were hit on a couple of occasions by extreme weather and also had to cancel all 
our spring and summer outings, including the long weekend trip to Galloway. I know that some people prefer 
to go bird watching on their own – very appropriate now of course. However, I think there will also be many 
who, like me, miss the pleasant sociable trips looking for birds in beautiful surroundings with like-minded 
people. I very much hope that we can start again as soon as possible. 
 
Several members also contribute to the Fife SOC newsletter issued 4 times a year. It goes out electronically 
on a mailchimp – to comply with data protection rules - and now that we do not have to worry about costs 
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and printing deadlines, we can include lots of good photographs. If you are not receiving the newsletter, or 
notifications of meetings and outings, do get in touch with SOC headquarters so that you can be added to 
their mailing lists. 
 
Fife Branch of the SOC is run by members and for members, so I would like to thank everyone who has 
contributed this year – especially all the committee members, Dave Heeley who has continued to lead 
outings and again has collated all the bird sightings for the newsletter and June and Andrew Riches who have 
provided our refreshments. If you feel you can contribute to the Branch in any way, please do not hesitate 
to speak to anyone on the committee. 
 
Elizabeth Irwin (Chair) 
 

Treasurer’s Report for financial year ending 5th April 2020 
 
Balance brought forward       £1831.86 

Income 

Raffle     £771 

Xmas lunch    £3982  

Teas     £894 

Badges and car stickers   £2 

 

TOTAL         £566 

Expenditure 

Speakers expenses   £78.503 

Xmas lunch   £360.082 

 

TOTAL         £438.58 

Surplus          £127.42 

Final Balance         £1959.28 

 

Notes 

1 There was no expenditure on the raffle this year as all prizes were donated. 

2 There was a profit on the Christmas lunch this year of £37.92. This was because the invited guests did not reply to 

decline their invitation until after the event. 

3 Speakers at our meetings are invited to attend Pizza Express before the meeting starts. Some of our Fife SOC 

members also attend and usually stand the cost of the speaker’s meal. However, if there are a lot of speakers (eg 

students in September) or when not many members can host the speaker the committee have agreed that the cost 

of the speaker’s meal can be met from branch funds. This happened twice this year. 

4 Thanks to June and Andrew Riches. 

John Irwin (Treasurer) 
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Trip reports  
 
Loch Leven outing 14th March  
Our outing started at RSPB Vane Farm with 
10 members meeting up. A visit to the 
feeders behind the visitor centre gave us the 
expected mix of tits – Great, Blue, Coal and 
Long-tailed – plus Chaffinch, Greenfinch, 
Goldfinch, Tree Sparrow, Dunnock, Robin, 
Blackbird while a Song Thrush sang from the 
trees above. Two Treecreepers flew in and 
fed on the ground, which I had not seen 
them doing before, and a Great Spotted 
Woodpecker drummed not far away.  

Robin: Stewart Neilson 
 
We then did a tour of the three hides to look over the loch and the wetlands. As we walked down, a stoat 
ran across the path in front of us. From the Gilman hide, we watched a pair of Great Crested Grebes 
displaying in the bay but sadly they didn’t get round to doing their full dancing across the water routine.  
There were also Little Grebe, Gadwall, Goldeneye, Tufted Duck, Wigeon, Teal and Mallard. We picked out a 
pair of Shelduck over on St Serfs Island where there were several groups of Cormorants, a number of 
Barnacle Geese and Lesser Black-backed Gulls. Small numbers of Pink-footed Geese were feeding out on the 
wetland, Lapwing were displaying and a Skylark singing. As we made our way along to the Carden hide, a 
Stonechat moved along the fence beside us while on the Flood in front of the hide, 3 Little Egrets were 
feeding along the far bank and a pair of Common Gulls were settling onto one of the rafts.  
 

Leaving Vane Farm, we drove the short distance 
along the southern shore of the loch to the 
Findatie car park, where we added Buzzard to the 
list, and walked down to the Cut where water 
levels were still high after the wet weather of the 
previous few weeks. The banks of the Cut are a 
regular haunt of Grey Heron which we soon found 
along with Pied Wagtail and Goosander. Turning 
our attention to an adjacent field, we enjoyed the 
sight of several hares racing around. In the same 
field, along with Woodpigeons and Starlings,  
 

Grey Heron: Stewart Neilson  
there was a single Mistle Thrush plus a small group of Fieldfare and at least one Redwing which we picked 
out when they flew up to nearby trees. Back at the car park, several Yellowhammers were perched on the 
telegraph wires.   
 
Moving on to Scotlandwell, we passed a large number of both Mute and Whooper Swans feeding in the 
fields alongside the road. We walked through the woodland at Portmoak and up on to the Moss where it 
was all rather disappointingly quiet until eventually we heard a Jay calling and although one or two people 
saw some movement in the trees, it didn’t show itself. We continued our circuit of the Moss and finally heard 
Green Woodpecker calling several times, a bit distantly, but again it didn’t put in an appearance. 
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A pair of Rooks and a group of 9 Roe Deer were our final sightings of the day. 
 

 
 

Roe Deer Stewart Neilson 
 
Thanks to those who came along to what will have been our last outing for a while.  
 
Caroline Gordon 
 
 

Although later trips had to be cancelled, members have been exploring their local patches 
over the lockdown period. Here are some of their photographs and comments. 

 
Will Cresswell: Lockdown birding at Fife Ness this spring: 
 
I have been fairly lucky this lockdown. My birding is almost always a daily cycle around my patch, within 8 
kilometers of my house. I have been working from home like many others and I have been going out every 
day. I consequently have spent many more hours actually out birding than normal. And my local patch is 
Crail, Balcomie, Kilminning and Fife Ness. Not too shabby as a make the best of it situation, all in all. My 
biggest worry was the possibility of finding a spring rarity – rather than the reverse - and then facing the 
dilemma of putting the news out and upsetting everybody, or not putting the news out, and upsetting 
everybody. There are no winners with Covid. In the end, I am fairly relieved to say, I didn’t have this problem 
– it was a relatively quiet spring. The only minor rarity that turned up was found by one of the other local 
birders after the severe lockdown, and they put the news out (more on that bird below).   
 
I am now on my 84th straight day of checking Balcomie and Kilminning. During the whole spring period I 
turned up a tree pipit, a lesser whitethroat, two garden warblers and perhaps up to 11 different spotted 
flycatchers. Now this as a list doesn’t sound too bad, but spread over a whole spring and 84 days it is fairly 
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poor. What went wrong? Well it might well be the lack of other observers – much more always gets turned 
up in the Fife Ness area when there are lots of people out, usually when something rare has already been 
found. But actually I think it was mostly the weather. We have had lots of easterly winds but always with 
fine, warm weather and no rain to bring to migrants down. Everyone has appreciated the good weather this 
lockdown, including the migrants, that have just kept going. No need, this spring, to drop down into 
Kilminning for some emergency refueling. It was noticeable that the best bird of the spring – a female red-
backed shrike – that turned up at lower Kilminning on Sunday 31st May, appeared as a tongue of haar hit Fife 
Ness mid-morning reducing visibility. The day cleared up, back to the standard beautiful sunny day that has 
characterized this spring, and the shrike was gone again by 9 that evening.  
 

 
 

Red-backed Shrike at Kilminning: Will Cresswell 
 

There has been some good birding though, but of the nature of pure local patch birding where you only 
really appreciate it in the context of the differences between other years. This year I had a lot of spotted 

flycatchers, northern wheatears, whimbrels and 
white wagtails: double figures on some days for 
all of these except the spotted flycatchers. I 
wonder whether instead of getting easterly birds 
this year, I got westerly birds. There were a couple 
of periods of strong westerlies and the spotted 
flycatchers and wheatears appeared after these 
as if they had been displaced from further west in 
Scotland. The white wagtails and whimbrels don’t 
fit that pattern, but certainly a flock of 12 white 
wagtails on the beach at Balcomie is exceptional 
and the air flow that prevented the other easterly 
species from appearing must surely have had 
something to do with this. 

 
White Wagtail: John Anderson 
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Whimbrel: John Anderson 
 
Another highlight this spring was the shorebirds. This might be mostly to do with me being at Balcomie Beach 
every day so I saw everything that came through. But I think this spring was exceptional in the high numbers 
of passage sanderling. On some days in May there were over 200 summer plumaged sanderlings on Balcomie 
Beach, and there have been high numbers of ringed plovers, turnstones and dunlin as well – all high Arctic 
species on their way to start breeding up there at the start of June. 
 
But despite having a good birding experience every day, the first period of severe lockdown was frustrating, 
with only one exercise trip out permitted. I missed two local patch ticks – a garganey and nuthatch at 
Anstruther, and a good year tick – a little egret, because I had already been out that day on my normal 
exercise circuit. But everyone in Fife will have been frustrated to a greater or lesser degree – and everyone 
of us missed two bee-eaters near Anstruther on April 16th, seen by a reliable observer but a non serious 
birder. Ah well, there is always another spring and hopefully by the autumn we will all be free to travel within 
Fife to see the brilliant birds that must turn up to restore the average for the year.  
 
(NB I have a fuller account of the spring on my blog Wild Crail https://aboutcrail.wordpress.com/) 
 

https://aboutcrail.wordpress.com/
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Norman Elkins - Just before he left the committee, Norman was at Portpatrick during his tour of SW 

Scotland SOC branches. He commented: “one could count the subject of the photo as being part of a lone 
SOC outing just before everything went pear-shaped!” 

 

‘Tysties’ at Portpatrick just before ‘lockdown’: Norman Elkins 

Andy Falconer writes: he is lucky to have a selection of walks around Balmullo:  

 
 
“plenty of woodland and farmland, although no water bodies to 
speak of. The burn that runs through the village is down to a 
trickle - just enough for birds drinking and bathing. The main  
road is so quiet that I can stand there and hear chiffchaff, willow 
warbler, blackcap and whitethroat all singing close by.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Skylark in the garden at Balmullo: Andy Falconer 
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Andrew Riches writes: “We are truly fortunate in St. Andrews to be able to wander along the Kinness Burn 

and take over the golf courses while golf was suspended until this week. Spring had arrived along the Burn 
when the white Aylesbury duck produced 11 ducklings. 
 

 
 

A short life on the Kinness Burn: Andrew Riches 
 
 Unfortunately, you had to be quick to spot them as they only lasted 2 days, I guess predated by gulls and 
herons. The Dippers have been active and it is wonderful to see them in the centre of St. Andrews along 
Dempster Terrace. Grey wagtails were also briefly present.  
 
As you move out along the golf course, skylarks and meadow pipits are making use of the empty fairways. 

Linnets and yellowhammers pop their heads up on the 
gorse as you cycle by. 
 
Towards the top of the road along the West Sands the 
bushes hold common whitethroats and reed buntings. 
Stonechats seem to have survived the winter and are 
always curious to see who is passing by. Sand Martins 
arrived in large numbers and several colonies were 
established on the golf courses and estuary dunes. In the 
estuary large flocks of oystercatchers are busily feeding 
along with small groups of bar-tailed godwits and curlew 
and occasional whimbrel. Shelduck are always present 
along with eiders and small groups of goosander.  

Dipper on the Kinness Burn: Andrew Riches 
 
Let’s hope we will be able to venture further afield soon and bird watch with colleagues at an appropriate 
social distance. No crowding into hides! 
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Whitethroat: Andrew Riches 
 

Caroline Gordon: Lockdown birding in Markinch: 

Well, Markinch has been a bit of a revelation. As I’m sure many of you will have found, ten weeks of daily 
local walks have brought some birding surprises as well as a great deal of pleasure and diversion as spring 
has progressed.   
 
I’ve never walked around Balbirnie Park as relentlessly as recently. Do you know Balbirnie? It was the estate 
of the Balfour family who lived in what is now Balbirnie House Hotel. Getting on for 400 acres, there’s 
extensive mature woodland, particularly around Fir Hill, part of the landscaped grounds which were 
developed from the late 18th century. There’s also a golf course but with that closed, I’ve explored parts I’d 
never been to before.  
 
When I started my Balbirnie circuits, Chiffchaffs had not long arrived back, joining the resident cast of 
woodland birds. At the end of March, I heard a quick snatch of what I thought was Nuthatch but decided it 
must be one of the Song Thrushes. Next day, same place, and yes, this was definitely a Nuthatch. It even 
perched at the top of a tree. It was, to be honest, quite an exciting moment! At the same time, a Green 
Woodpecker called from the hill behind me. Over the next three and a half weeks, I heard the Nuthatch most 
times I was in the park but only heard the Green Woodpecker once again. By the second week of April, 
Blackcaps were back. Drumming Great Spotted Woodpeckers seemed to be everywhere. I’d heard and seen 
several Jays in different part of the park and think there might be at least 3 pairs. And I was becoming much 
more aware of the song of Stock Doves which I’m generally guilty of overlooking.  
 
After a couple of Nuthatch-free weeks, I saw one again in the second week of May, same trees, and the 
following day found the nest hole about 50 feet up an oak tree. I spent the next two and half weeks on 
tenterhooks, with daily visits, watching both birds bringing food. On 30th May, a chick appeared at the nest 
entrance, and I dashed home to get my camera.  Next morning, no sign. They’d fledged. I’ll never know how 
many young there were.  
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Meanwhile, elsewhere in the park, Grey Wagtails have been feeding young and I watched a Dipper, which 
I’ve seen on the burn in the winter, carrying food, I hope to a nest, a few weeks ago. One morning, I heard a 
Cuckoo calling. I have so far failed to find a Spotted Flycatcher but I remain optimistic! 
 
My other walk is the Braes Loan path which does a circuit east of the village, along a ridge before turning 
south where the view opens up, from the Bass Rock to the Ochil Hills. There are big fields but with some nice 
stretches of hedgerow. Skylarks and Yellowhammers, Whitethroats, Willow Warblers, Linnets, Tree 
Sparrows and along the burn at the bottom of the hill, Sedge Warblers and Reed Buntings. At 9.00 on a warm 
and sunny morning at the end of May, a Grasshopper Warbler was in full flow, out in the open on a small 
scrubby tree close to the path.   
 
If we hadn’t been in lockdown, I would never have spent so much time locally. Now I know what I’ve been 
missing! And of course, I’m left with the nagging feeling that perhaps the Nuthatches haven’t just arrived 
this year, perhaps they’ve been there for a while. If I’d only paid more attention to my back yard. But I will 
be paying attention from now on.  
 

 
 

Nuthatches: Caroline Gordon 
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John Irwin writes: After the wettest February on record we have had the driest and sunniest Spring. Strange 

times indeed. On the good side this has meant that watching the birds in the garden has been easier than usual, but 

the garden does need some rain!  

We have had an addition to our garden list here with first one then two 

Treecreepers visiting over a few days in early spring. Sadly, they did not stay but 

must have been moving through. Also, in early Spring we had a visit from two 

Great Spotted Woodpeckers. We have occasionally seen singles in the past but 

never two together. Otherwise apart from the lack of Greenfinches there has 

been nothing unusual 

As I write we have fledgling Dunnocks, Robins, Starlings and Blackbirds. We also 

have nests with young Great Tits, House Sparrows, Goldfinches, Wood Pigeons 

and Jackdaws and the garden is busy. 

 

One local walk is to the Millennium Wood on Magus Muir. One highlight here 

was a red squirrel: again a first for us there.  The other is from Strathkinness to 

Nydie. We heard and saw our first Sedge Warblers here at the end of May. This 

is also the closest site for Common Whitethroats for us. If feeling very energetic 

we have also been able to walk the deserted golf courses of St Andrews. Some 

of the nesting birds might be in for a rude awakening as the golfers return!  

 

A Treecreeper in the garden: Elizabeth Irwin 

 

A Lesser Black-backed Gull wonders where everyone has gone on the empty 
 Old Course St Andrews: Elizabeth Irwin 
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Fife Bird Sightings: 

 
 

Red Kite at Ardgaty in February Stewart Neilson 

March 2020 

Largo Bay on 19th held 24 Slavonian Grebes, 340 Velvet Scoters, 19 Red-throated Divers, 49 red-breasted Mergansers, 
10 Long-tailed Ducks and 19 Razorbills. Whooper Swans were still on the Eden Estuary (18 on 8th) and at Culross (21 
on 22nd); Barnacle Geese passed Kirkcaldy (20th) and Pale-bellied Brent Geese continued on the Eden Estuary with 30 
counted on 20th. A female Scaup visited Kilconquhar Loch. Long-tailed Ducks were at Leven (22 on 19th ); the redheaded 
Smew remained at Lochore Meadows CP. Four Red Grouse were noted on East Lomond (6th). Red-throated Divers 
were off Elie (17 there on 5th); Black-throated Divers were off Leven (two on 19th) and Lower Largo (two on 20th); the 
Black-necked Grebe showed at Elie to 9th. Little Egrets were on the Eden Estuary and at Tayport (two on 19th). A 
Spoonbill was seen over Dunfermline (adult on 30th). The return migration of Ospreys was signalled with sightings at 
Lochmill Newburgh (fishing on 28th), Coaltown of Weymss (20th), Dunfermline (28th) and Burntisland (29th). Red Kites 
were in the county at Coaltown of Balgonie (17th), Kirkcaldy (29th) and Loch Gelly (22nd); the imm. Marsh Harrier showed 
sporadically at Mugdrum Island, Newburgh. Ring-tailed Hen Harriers were hunting at Blairadam Forest and Loch Glow, 
and Merlins were still at the coast at Balcomie beach and Anstruther. St Andrews held Purple Sandpipers and 
Greenshanks; a Green Sandpiper remained at Lochore Meadows. Grey Partridges were recorded at Inverkeithing 
(20th). Six locations reported Mediterranean Gulls and there was an Iceland Gull at Kingsbarns (28th) and a Glaucous 
Gull in the fields at Strathmiglo (21st). Kinghorn logged 585 Kittiwakes on 25th. The first Sandwich Tern of the year was 
noted at Elie (13th). Kilmany held a Long-eared Owl on 4th and there was a daytime-calling Tawny Owl at Lochmill, 
Newburgh (26th). Green Woodpeckers were vocal at Den of Lindores, Balbirnie Park, Devilla Forest, Bathmoor 
Plantation, Lochornie and Culross. Five Scandinavian Rock Pipits (ssp. littoralis) were noted at Cellardyke from 1st to 
5th, one of which was identified as having been ringed in Norway. Waxwings lingered at Cullaloe (five on 6th) and 
Dunfermline (15th – 21st). There was a small influx of Wheatears on 30th at Cambo, Randerston and Balcomie beaches. 
A male Ring Ouzel was a good find on East Lomond on 28th. Chiffchaffs were at 19 locations, the first report being on 
6th. Bearded Tits were over Mugdrum Island, 10 logged on 4th from Newburgh pier. Nuthatches were at Balbirnie Park 
and Blairhall; Ravens were over Newburgh, Kirkcaldy, Bow of Fife and Lochornie; a single Brambling was still at Camilla 
Loch on 15th, and there were flocks of Twite at Kingsbarns (25 on 29th) and Pitlair Park (flocks of 20 and 30 on 28th). A 
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Common Redpoll was recorded at Loch Glow on 7th. Snow Buntings were seen on West Lomond to 6th (30 there on 
2nd) and at Balcomie beach (singleton 15th)  

April 2020 

Overhead passages of Pink-footed Geese were logged until 22nd (Guardbridge), the last Whooper Swans were seen on 
17th over Wormit, House Martins and Sand Martins were noted at several locations in the first week of April as were 
Swallow; the first Swifts were at Kirkcaldy on 28th.  Ospreys were seen (going north) at 13 locations mostly in the 
western part of the county with a pair returning to their nest site near Carpow on the Fife / Perthshire border. Northern 
Wheatears were logged at some 20 sites, with the first encountered on 6th (Kirkcaldy). Blackcaps, Chiffchaffs and 
Willow Warblers were widespread. East Sands St Andrews logged Black-throated Divers, Red-throated Divers, Long-
tailed Ducks, Greenshanks, Knot, Turnstones, Razorbills and Guillemots. A female Surf Scoter was off  Kinkell Braes on 
28th, a Black-throated Diver flew over Anstruther (9th). Little Egrets continued in the Eden Estuary, and a Spoonbill was 
a surprise at Lochgelly (13th). A pair of Marsh Harriers were seen throughout the month on Mugdrum Island and a Hen 
Harrier was again at Loch Glow. Valleyfield Lagoons held Little Ringed Plovers, a Common Sandpiper was noted at 
Methil, a Spotted Redshank at Guardbridge and Whimbrels at  Kilrenny and Culross. Kingsbarns recorded a Sandwich 
Tern on 5th; a Black Guillemot was unusual at Anstruther (12th). Cuckoos were seen (and heard) on East Lomond (two 
on 21st) and at the Bathmoor Plantation. A Long-eared Owl was calling at Ladybank (19th), Tawny Owls at  Lochmill 
(23rd) and Dunfermline, and a Short-eared Owl dropped in on Elie Ness. Devilla Forest held numbers of Tree Pipits, 
with some 12 White Wagtails at Kilrenny on 15th. Lingering Waxwings were in  Dunfermline (nine on 5th). Common 
Redstarts passed through Kirkcaldy (27th), Anstruther (26th) and Charlestown, with a Black Redstart on the coastal path 
at St Andrews. Not all Fieldfares had gone, with 30 seen on the Lomonds at Craigmead (22nd). A singing Lesser 
Whitethroat was a good find at Melville roundabout on 24th, and Grasshopper Warblers arrived with records from 
Culross, Valleyfield Lagoons, Townhill CP and Dunfermline. Ravens continued to show up with reports from Cults (two), 
Balmullo, Kilminning, Newburgh and St Andrews. Crossbills showed at Gale Slap plantation (5th) and were noted over 
St Andrews. A Snow Bunting lingered at Anstruther golf course. 

 

 
Wheatear: Erica Hollis 
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May 2020 

Nocturnal migration sound records (Aberdour, Dunfermline, St Andrews) included Water Rails (11), Moorhens, 
Lapwings, Common Sandpipers, Whimbrels, Coot, Oystercatchers, Little Grebes, Purple Sandpipers, Common Scoters, 
Dunlins, Wood Sandpipers and a Spotted Flycatcher. St Andrews West Sands logged a female Surf Scoter, Velvet 
Scoters, Common Scoters, Red-throated Divers, Scaup,  Slavonian Grebes, Long-tailed Ducks, Red-breasted 
Mergansers, Knot and Whimbrels. 40 Common Scoters lingered off Outhead; Goosanders were in  Balgove Bay. There 
was an unusual record of a Red Grouse outside Guardbridge, and Quail were heard at Auchtermuchty. Kinghorn held 
a Red-throated Diver and a Great Northern Diver was off Anstruther. 228 Manx Shearwaters were logged past  
Anstruther on 29th. Little Egrets were noted at Kilrenny Mill, Outhead and Pittencrief Park. A Hobby was at Kingsbarns. 
Wilderness held Little Ringed Plovers, Green Sandpipers and Common Sandpipers. Purple Sandpipers remained at 
Kingsbarns; Wood Sandpipers were briefly at Letham Pools, Luthrie and Denhead Marsh. Whimbrels were noted at  
Letham Pools (over), Anstruther (nine on 4th), Kilrenny, Kingsbarns and Randerston. Ruddons Point held Grey 
Partridges. A Great Skua was logged off Anstruther, and a dark morph Arctic Skua off Kinkell Braes. Little Gulls visited 
Letham Pools (eight on 7th) and Outhead. 200 Arctic Terns were recorded past  Anstruther on 12th with a movement 
of 195 past Outhead on 24th. Cuckoos were noted at eight locations. Elie held a Barn Owl and young Long-eared Owls 
were heard begging at Ladybank (9th). A White Wagtail was noted at Kilrenny Mill. Falkland Hill and Randerston held 
Whinchats; Lesser Whitethroats were noted at Seafield, Collessie, Kingsbarns and Wormit; Grasshopper Warblers 
were heard at  Kircaldy, Ballo, Markinch and Townhill CP, and Spotted Flycatchers were at Balgownie Woods. A 
Nuthatch was seen in a garden in Anstruther and there was clear evidence of a breeding pair of Nuthatches in Balbirnie 
Park (a rare bird for Fife). A female Red-backed Shrike was at Kilminning (31st), Ravens were at Bow of Fife, Ladybank 
and Balmullo, and a Crossbill was over Dunfermline. ‘Hooded Crows’ were logged at  Kilmany, Kilrenny and 
Dunfermline with some suggestion that the Dunfermline bird might not be an intergrade. 

(Records of bird sightings for June to August, for inclusion in the June newsletter, should be sent by 
Sunday 6th September at the latest to David Heeley at dw.heeley@btinternet.com or 50 High Street, 

Newburgh, Fife KY14 6AQ.)  

 

 
  

Sand Martin: Eric Lewis 
  

mailto:dw.heeley@btinternet.com
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 May 2020 
Bird news: April 

April is usually one of the most active and important months in the bird year, and it still is. You will 
have noticed all around as you take your daily exercise or commute to necessary work that 
breeding and migration are at a peak this month. 
Expectedly we have not been able to spend as much time on the reserve due to the current 
situation and neither have many others whom would pass us their sightings. So sadly it is a 
skeleton report on bird news, but I am sure you have your own bird news from where you are to 
comfort you. Things are popping off everywhere where I live. 
April’s bird bits; 
Breeding: happening now, all over. Herons are doing well and Meadow Pipit and Skylark are a 
feature out at Outhead. Local to Eden Centre, Tree Sparrow and Blue Tit are taking up the nest 
boxes.  
A nice spot of 6 juvenile Mallard on 17th.  
Estuary wide: The estuary partial count on 17th was quiet, expectedly. 609 Oystercatcher, 120 
Knot, 17 Curlew, 66 Redshank and 54 Black tailed Godwit. 1 Little Egret. 
Wildfowl wise, 123 Shelduck, 6 Pintail, 9 Eider. 2 Goldeneye and 2 RB Merganser. There were 
more however uncounted. 
Outhead: Skylark are out in force and a lovely sight and sound. 
Reres Wood: On 13th were some early Willow warbler, 2, and 2 Chiffchaff. Unexpectedly a Tawny 
Owl among the trees. Nice. 
Eden Centre: 400 Pinkfoot geese noted on 1st, 41 Shelduck on 3rd. 52 Eider on 3rd and a nice spot 
of 9 Goldeneye on 1st along with 4 RB Merganser. 
First Osprey’s noted on 13th with 5 spotted that day and a lone Osprey on 30th. 
Black tailed Godwit numbers were at a peak mid-month and have tailed off. A nice Kingfisher on 
the 1st. 
Up at the centre Tree Sparrow, Chaffinch, Bullfinch and now Willow warbler, Blackcap and 
Chiffchaff have all been noted singing. 
Folks it is all still out there, probably doing better without us!  
Bird of the Month 

Not a bird that instantly jumps to mind when thinking of the Eden, yet 
this is prime hunting ground for Osprey on passage and local 
residents. There is no doubt Osprey are nesting locally and if you do 
come across their nest site, please keep it secret. 
This is a stunning and quite easy bird to identify, in flight it has a 
slightly ‘lazy’ wing flap and has the ability to almost back up in flight 
as it part hovers to hunt. On the ground it nearly always has fish to 
eat and usually on a fence post. 5 spotted on 13th April.  
Good to have them back.  

Osprey 

 
Eden centre  

• Closed 
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Reserve news 

In response to the current situation we all find ourselves in FCCT have had to pull back services 
and in light of lockdown, staffing. This is highly appropriate. 
All of our centres, hides, toilets, offices, bins and facilities are closed.  
We are also reinforcing Government regulation to the public not to visit our sites by car and when 
you do so on foot or cycle to remain aware that services may not be available. 
Please take all waste home, including dog waste. 
Please respect notices and covers or closures, many are not permanent and rely on your support 
and compliance. 
You may see the occasional FCCT vehicle, be assured this will be on specific tasks to support and 
assist the public in carrying out the necessary social distancing regulation. 
Please think of yourself, your family and others and stay at home and when out exercising on our 
sites please be careful and mindful.  
Please feel free to contact us via social media to advise of any major issues you encounter. We 
are also interested to hear if you do spot any wildlife of interest and please engage with us if it 
helps you through this unsettling time, you will be welcome to email me at any time. 
Stay safe and good wishes. 
Ranald 
 

  
 

Willow Warbler: Elizabeth Irwin 
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Dave Heeley’s Quiz 

 

We haven't been able to get out and about as we would have liked, we have not been able to have outings 
for a while, and have had to shelve for the moment the weekend away in the Dumfries and Galloway which 
I was very much looking forward to. We can on the other hand enjoy recollections of past trips. So, a quick 
photo quiz prompted in part by the Friday evening quiz at last year's SOC conference.  
 
These are all places that Fife SOC has visited quite recently, in some cases more than once. I have a bit of 
thing about lighthouses but they are all so different and very distinctive so should be a good prod to the 
memory. Most are easy to get, but at least one is, I think, quite tricky! You will notice that it never rains on 
our trips away.... 
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Answers in the next newsletter (or email Dave Heeley or Elizabeth Irwin if you can’t wait!) 
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