
 
 

Lothian SOC 
 

Annual General Meeting minutes 
 

Date of meeting: 31st August 2020 
Venue: Zoom 

 
Committee members present: 

Alison Creamer  
Gillian Herbert  

Stephen Hunter  
Anne Hyatt  

Richard Leslie  
Hilary Maxfield  

Gill Parmee  
Mike Thornton  

 
Members present:   
 
Rosie Filipak; Mark Holling; Doreen Main; James Main; David Parmee; Michael Wilson; 
Rachel Wilson. 
 
1. Apologies 
 
Apologies were received from Sue Goode; Frances Davies; John Davies. 
 
2.  Approval of  minutes from branch AGM held on 9th April 2019 
 
Richard reminded everyone the minutes of last year’s meeting had previously been 
circulated by MailChimp and they had been made available to members via the SOC 
website.  He asked if there were any comments on those minutes, but none were 
forthcoming. 
 
The 2019 AGM minutes were proposed by James Main and seconded by Mike Thornton. 
 
3.  Branch Chair’s report 
 
Richard acknowledged previous circulation of his Branch Chair’s report earlier in the year, 
but referenced the following points: 
 
The successful launch of the SOC’s “Where to Watch Birds in Scotland” app.  
 
Thanks to the Lothian branch committee, especially Alison for the work she has done as 
secretary; Gill for organising the teas and coffees; Mike for organising part of the indoor 
programme; Gillian for the outdoor programme; Hilary and Anne for finding our new venue; 
and Stephen for his role as treasurer.   
 
We didn’t hold an indoor meeting in February because unfortunately the Girl Guiding 
Headquarters was flooded.  So our last indoor meeting prior to Coronavirus lockdown was at 
Waterston House in March.   



 
Our last outdoor meeting was also in March when we walked from Aberlady to Gullane.  
 
4.  Branch Treasurer’s report 
 
Stephen again mentioned the earlier circulation of the branch accounts via MailChimp and 
on the SOC website.   
 

Income 

Sales of Lothian Bird Reports £1673.78 
Lothian Bird Report licensing revenue £626.17 
Meeting donations £613.95 
Total income £2913.90 

Expenditure 

Melville Street meeting room hire £450 
St. John’s Church meeting room hire for 2020-2021 £825 
Branch meeting expenses (including speaker expenses, coffee, 
biscuits, etc.) 

£238.80 

Projector and microphone £838.05 
Lothian Bird Report printing (2017 issue) £660.61 
Donation to Fair Isle Bird Observatory £100 
Raffle prize £58.33 
Miscellaneous £67.42 
Total expenditure £3238.21 

Income deficit £324.31 
Account balance as at 31 March 2019 £3789.38 
Account balance as at 31 March 2020 £3465.07 
  
Stephen summarised that we had a loss of £324 during 2019-2020 which was due to paying 
in advance for our new meeting room at St John’s Church.  He acknowledged the church 
have kindly allowed us to extend our booking into the 2021-2022 season so we will not lose 
out because of Coronavirus. 
 
He mentioned the bird reports sales includes sales of the 2013 to 2017 reports and also 
includes royalties from publisher’s licensing services.   
 
Stephen noted the purchase of a new digital projector and microphone for use at our 
meetings which had been another notable expense.  However, overall the branch finances 
are doing fine and we are fully paid up for our meetings for the next season and partially into 
2021-2022. 
 
Adoption of the accounts was proposed by Hilary Maxfield and seconded by Mark Holling. 
 
5.  Election of committee members 
 
Richard advised Gillian Herbert was due retire from the committee by rotation, however 
Gillian has agreed to stand for re-election.   
 
Gillian’s nomination was proposed by Stephen Hunter and seconded by Gill Parmee. 
 
Richard thanked Gillian for her continuing contributions to the committee. 
 
6.  Election of new committee members 
 
Richard advised David Parmee had volunteered to join the committee. 
 
David’s nomination was proposed by Alison Creamer and seconded by Hilary Maxfield. 
 
7. AOCB.   
 



Richard advised we will start our regular branch meetings via Zoom on Tuesday 1st 
September with Dan Brown from the RSPB talking about curlew conservation.  All four of 
our next indoor meetings will be via Zoom due to the continued need for us to observe social 
distancing as a result of Coronavirus.  There is currently no plan for 2021 meetings, but 
more on this is likely to be communicated soon.  If we are to continue indoor meetings then 
we will need speakers who are content to deliver talks via Zoom.   
 
Richard said we cannot run outdoor meetings either for various reasons including not being 
able to car share, or share telescopes.  He acknowledged that doesn’t stop members from 
meeting up together and going on outings themselves.   
 
Richard mentioned that Mark Holling will also be advertising the East Lothian Atlas at the 
branch meeting following the first discussion group meeting to be held later this week. 
 
James Main raised the fact that the Fair Isle Bird Observatory re-build following their recent 
fire is short of £650,000 and asked that the committee consider giving another donation.  
Richard advised the committee would discuss this at their next meeting, immediately 
following this AGM and James agreed to provide some wording for Anne to include in the 
September newsletter to branch members. 


