
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman’s Report 2019 / 2020 
 
It is my pleasure to present my fourth annual report to you. This report was meant to 
be tabled at our AGM, held at our April meeting but as I write we are all bound to our 
houses, and restricted to looking at the birds that visit our gardens.  
 
I was not able to attend last year's AGM as I was away with the family, walking the 
Wild Coast Meander, in South Africa, over the Easter holidays. This year our Easter 
holiday plans have had to be cancelled at short notice. We were booked to fly out to 
Malaysia to attend a 90th birthday. I can only wonder at what birds I have missed! 
 
As Branch Chairman I am pleased that we continue to provide a great programme of 
outings and meetings for our members. Your Branch Committee, together with 
volunteers and long-standing supporters, have worked hard to provide a range of 
discussions, talks and excursions.  
 
Our Branch has the largest membership within the SOC. This presents both 
challenges and opportunities. Challenges, in that on occasion we have to limit 
numbers to our events; and opportunities in drawing from a great deal of birding 
experience to help plan talks and outings. 
 
This past year we have seen a great deal of activity in the form of our regular Branch 
indoor meetings; our monthly discussion group at Waterston House; and our outdoor 
birding excursions. We also saw the release of the fabulous App for mobile phones 
“Where to watch Birds in Scotland”.   
 
Whilst the focus is on birding, and bird watching, there is also a social element in 
bringing like-minded people together. The Branch runs on volunteers from our 
County Recorder, Stephen Welch; to Mark Holling who co-ordinates the Wednesday 
discussion group; to the Committee who help plan and run our indoor and outdoor 
programme for members. 
 
As the SOC is your organisation if you have any comments to make, or wish to see 
any changes to our programme then please do let either myself or another 
Committee member know. 
 
I would like to thank the Branch Committee for their steadfast support over the past 
year. There is a lot of behind the scenes work that goes into making our programme 
successful. Alison Creamer has done more than her fair share of the work this last 
year as Branch Secretary, making me feel almost embarrassed at my lack of 
involvement. Thank you, Alison. 
 
Gill Parmee has undertaken the thankless task of organising the tea and coffee rota.  
 



Thanks to Mike Thornton for continuing with the job of organising the speakers for 
our indoor programme. Stephen Hunter, our Treasurer, has once again balanced 
our books, not to mention adding technical support for our audio-visual equipment. 
 
Thanks also go to Gillian Herbert for co-ordinating our outdoor meetings. A special 
mention must be made for Hilary Maxfield and Anne Hyatt who took it upon 
themselves to scout out and find a new venue for our indoor meetings. Hilary has 
been a tower of strength throughout the year and Anne has taken on the role of co-
ordinating our bi-annual Lothian Bird Bulletin.  
 
As from September our monthly meetings will be held at St John's Church, at the 
east end of Princes Street, Edinburgh (apart from the irregular meetings held at 
Waterston House). I am much looking forward to hosting our meetings at our new 
venue.  
 
I would like to thank the excellent array of speakers who gave up their time to speak 
to us at our indoor meetings. Since the commencement of our winter indoor meeting 
programmes we have enjoyed the following talks: 
 
September (Ian Poxton – Birds of the Southern Hemisphere);  
October (Keith Brockie – Painting birds in a Perthshire Glen); 
November (Tom Churchyard – Eradication of Black Rats in the Shiant Islands);  
December (Ian Andrews – Update on the Fair Isle Observatory);  
January (Geoff Morgan – Visible Migration from his Liberton garden);  
March (Daisy Burnell - Taking stock of the seabirds of Britain and Ireland);  
 
Sadly, we could not hold our February meeting as Storm Ciara caused flood damage 
to the Girl Guide Headquarters on Melville Street and we were only notified on the 
morning on our scheduled talk.  
 
Finally, a thank you to all of our members for contributing throughout the year, either 
in your participation at events or for volunteering. 
 
Richard Leslie 
 
April 2020 
 
 


