
 

 

 
 
 
Chairman’s Report 2021/2022 
 
It is my pleasure to present my sixth annual report as Chair of the Lothian branch of the SOC. 
This report will be tabled at our AGM on 12 April as part of our first face-to-face monthly 
meeting in over two years. I do hope to see a number of our members at the meeting. 
 
Your Branch Committee, together with volunteers and long-standing supporters, have worked 
hard to provide a range of discussions, talks and bulletins throughout the year. 
 
The restrictions brought about by the Covid pandemic have meant that our monthly meetings 
for the current session, from September 2021 through to March 2022 have continued on 
Zoom. My thanks go to Branch committee member, Mike Thornton, and to Kathryn Cox from 
SOC headquarters at Waterston House, for contacting our speakers and putting together an 
excellent programme. Since the commencement of our winter indoor meeting programmes 
we have enjoyed the following talks: 
 
September David Darrell-Lambert – ‘Wading Through Waders’ 
October Stephen Rutt – ‘The Eternal Season: Birds and nature writing’ 
November Nina O'Hanlon – ‘Birds and debris’ 
December Stephen Welch – ‘Local bird recording’ 
January Richard Watt – ‘Audubon & MacGillivray in 1830s Edinburgh’) 
February Mark Wilson – ‘To catch a flycatcher: remote tracking of migrant passerines on 

their travels’ 
March  Mark Newell – ‘Isle of May Storm Petrels and other discoveries’ 

and coming up, 

April  Rick Goater – ‘Charmed by birds: a life enhanced’ 
 
Although we have had to hold our monthly meetings by virtual means from the start of 2022 
we have resumed our monthly birding walks. My thanks go out to Hilary Maxfield and David 
and Gill Parmee for leading the walks in January and February. I was able to join the January 
walk around Linlithgow Loch but sadly was not able to join the group who visited Bawsinch, 
on Duddingston Loch, in February. 
 
I was pleased to lead the March walk along the River Tyne from East Linton to Hailes Castle 
and back. It was encouraging to see so many new faces join us on the walk. The fine and sunny 
spring weather brought out the birds, making it a memorable experience. 
 
The Branch runs on volunteers from our County Recorder, Stephen Welch; to Mark Holling 
who co-ordinates the Wednesday discussion group; to the Committee who help plan and run 
our indoor (and outdoor) programme for members. 
 



 

 

I would like to thank the Branch Committee for their steadfast support over the past year. 
There is a lot of behind the scenes work that goes into making our programme successful. 
 
David Parmee, who took over from Alison Creamer as Branch Secretary at last year's AGM, 
has been a great help in running the technical aspects of our monthly indoor programme, 
liaising with speakers, and compiling the bi-annual Lothian Bird Bulletin.  Thank you, David, 
for the huge amount of time and effort you put into making the Branch run smoothly. 
 
I must also thank Stephen Hunter, our Treasurer, who once again balanced our books. As in 
2020/2021 we have not had to call on Stephen to provide technical support for our audio-
visual equipment. We wait to see if his help will be required at our new venue, the 
Cornerstone Centre at St John's Church. 
 
My thanks also go to Gill Parmee who organised the birding holiday for Branch members to 
Speyside last October. You can read Colin Shepherd's report on this trip in the March edition 
of our Bulletin.  My final thanks go to Hilary Maxfield for her continuing support and for liaising 
with St John's Church over the past two year to make sure that our booking continues to be 
reserved. 
 
At this point I wish to pay my respects to Gillian Herbert, who you may all recall organised our 
outdoor programme and who sadly, and most unexpectedly, passed away in February. Gillian 
was one of the longest serving members of our Branch Committee and was a familiar face at 
Branch meetings. Gillian also organised our annual Christmas lunch at Craigielaw. 
 
An indication of the fondness that Gillian held for the club was shown in the collection that 
took place at Gillian's funeral for the SOC. We will be donating the funds raised to an 
appropriate local birding cause.   
 
Thank you to all of our members for contributing throughout the year, either in your 
participation at events or for volunteering. 
 
As the SOC is your organisation, if you have any comments to make, or wish to see any changes 
to our programme then please do let either myself or another Committee member know. 
 
Richard Leslie 
 
April 2022 
 
 


