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14th (M. L., Scotsman, 28th November), one was still about at
Colinton, Edinburgh, on the 24th (J.B.M., Scotsman, 28th
November), and one flew in from the sea at Gullane Point,
East Lothian, on 6th December (J.B.). A late House Martin
was seen at St Andrews on 10th and 15th November (E. P.
Dickie).

A very late Ring Ouzel, a female, was seen at Dalserf,
Lanarkshire, on 23rd November (D.S.), and one at Barnes
Ness, East Lothian, on 4th October (A. Macdonald).

Of particular interest is a record of a Whinchat Saxicola
rubetra and a Redstart on lst September at the R. Ythan
mouth, Aberdeenshire, both of which were carrying rings
(A.J.M.S.). On 17th August Redstarts, not usually present in
the locality, occurred in numbers in the hedges at Milton,
Dunbarton (E. R. Brock).

A late Sedge Warbler was at Barnes Ness, East Lothian,
on 4th October (A. Macdonald) and great numbers of Gold-
crests Regulus regulus are reported from Orkney on 14th
October (E. Balfour) and from Unst, Shetland, at the end of
that month (S. Saxby).

An adult male Yellow Wagtail flavissima was at Watch
Reservoir, Berwickshire, on 29th August (W.M.).

Invasions.

In the late autumn and winter several species have been
unusually numerous.

Two Grey Phalaropes Phalaropus fulicarius were seen at
Fife Ness on 28th and 29th October (Mary Henderson), one at
Gullane Point, East Lothian, on 29th October (C. Pountain)
and three at North Berwick on 16th December (I. C. T. Nisbet,
T. C. Smout). (Full details of the above have been received.
The first of them seems to be the first record of the species
in South Fife. Readers of British Birds will know that there
have been many reports of Grey Phalaropes in the south of
England and elsewhere, mainly in October, including a fan-
tastic carpet of some 350 birds in St Agnes Bay, Isles of Scilly,
on the 23rd.—Eb.)

Little Auks Plautus alle occurred at many places, mostly
on the east coast, from the end of October throughout Novem-
ber. In Moray: one was found at Evanton, Ross, five miles
inland, on 19th November and survived for a few hours (John
Lees). In Tay: on 15th and 21st November single birds were
seen off the pier at St Andrews (J. Holdroyd, Miss Haig); on
the 18th one was found alive but exhausted in a garden at
Brechin (photograph in Dundee Courier, 19th Nov.); and
about the same date one was found alive but exhausted at
Ladybank, Fife (Dundee Courier, 23rd Nov.). In Forth: at
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North Berwick a few were about from 28th October (F. Marr)
and seventeen were flying past Dunbar on 31st October (A.
Macdonald); on 1st November single birds were reported from
Trinity Bay, Edinburgh, (B. R. Thomson) and Aberlady, as
well as four probables at Gostford Bay (J.B.); six or seven at
Lundin Links, Fife, on the 3rd (R. S. Weir); one by the Forth
Bridge on the 7th (J. W. Wightman); twelve between Leven
and Lundin Links on the 9th (T. S. Webster); four at Joppa
on the 10th and 11th (J. Milne); four at Gullane Point on the
15th (J.B.); two at Seafield, Leith, on the 21st (A. T. Macmil-
lan, B. R. Thomson); five at South Queensferry at causeway
of road bridge and by the pier from 25th to 30th (John Hyatt);
and one hit by a car at Inverkeithing on about the 27th
(Sheelah Anderson). In Tweed: one occurred on 31st October
at Hule Moss, Berwickshire (W.M.). In Solway: one was shot
in late November at Colvend, Kirkcudbright, by Mr W. Rob-
ertson, who mistook it, as it swam, for the head of an otter
(Dumfries Advertiser, 28th Nov.). In the Inner Hebrides: one
was picked up dead on 17th December near Portnahaven,
Islay (R. M. H. Cree).

Migrant Great Tits Parus major, probably of continental
origin, as follows: there were four pairs at Halligarth, Unst,
and others elsewhere on the island at the end of October (S.
Saxby); two on Fetlar on 16th October and others, at least six,
till the end of the month (L. Brown); and two at Voe, Shet-
land, on 3rd December (Mrs D. Adie). Continental Great Tits
have also occurred on the Isle of May (see above).

A quite extraordinary number of wintering Blackcaps are
reported. Mr Peter Davis informs us that numbers seen and
trapped on Fair Isle in autumn were exceptional, several
staying until late in November, the last one being seen on the
27th. In the Skye area : a male and female on Rhum from 16th
November until at least 3rd December (P. Wormell per W. J.
Eggeling). In Moray: a male was seen at Newton, near
Elgin, from 15th November till 12th December, feeding on
aphis among brussel sprouts, but also at a bird-table (E. Bald-
win); and another male occurred at Lossiemouth on 17th and
18th December, which, like others recorded, was very aggres-
sive to other small birds (E. S. Mingay); and about 22nd Nov-
ember two females and a male were at Evanton, Ross (J.
Lees). In Tay: a male occurred in Perth on 14th October (V.
M. Thom); one at Killiecrankie in late November fed on fat
put out for tits (F. A. Becher); from 4th to 12th December a
female was present in Dundee (B. Neath) and another female
at St Andrews from 18th to 22nd December (J. McFarlane).
Probably also in the Tay area were a male and female in
west Perthshire for a fortnight up to 3rd December (W.A.R.,
Scotsman, 2nd Jan). In Forth: Blackcaps at the Isle of May
have been mentioned above. In Tweed: a pair near West Lin-
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ton, Peebles, on 22nd November (A. D. F. Leishman). In
Clyde: about Christmas a male Blackcap spent two or three
days in a garden at Bardowie, W, Stirling (M. D. Smith) and
a female occurred on 11th and 12th January at Kilmacolm,
Renfrew (D. MacRobert). In Solway: a female Blackcap
haunted a garden at Dalry, Kirkcudbright, from 23rd Novem-
ber to 15th December, apparently feeding exclusively on
rotten apples hung up to attract Waxwings, preferring Cox’s
Orange Pippin to Laxton Superb. At first it was chased by a
Robin and sometimes dispossessed of its apple by House
Sparrows, but after a week became very aggressive: then it
drove away Chaffinches, Dunnocks, Great, Blue and Coal Tits,
stood its ground with Robin and House Sparrows, and only
gave way to Starlings and Blackbirds. It had a fierce battle
with a Robin: result indecisive (A.D.W.). A male Blackcap
was seen at Gatehouse of Fleet on 12th December; it remained
a few days and fed on apples and breadcrumbs (Dr Grace
Fleming).

Details of the invasion of Waxwings are still being collected.

Winter 1959-1960

This appears to be an excellent winter for ducks. W.M. re-
ports that he has never seen so many at Hule Moss, Berwick-
shire, since he started going there in 1946; at one time there
were over 100 Shoveler Spatula clypeata. Teal Anas crecca
seem to be especially numerous: 400 were seen together on
Loch Leven on 24th October “in close company” (H.B.) and 89
at Duddingston on the 27th is three times the previous record
for that loch (D. R. Anderson): at about the same time there
were 800 at Gladhouse (D. G. Andrew, R.W.J.S.). Gadwall
Anas strepera are again wintering in Edinburgh, a pair being
seen at Dunsappie between 7th November and 8th January (T.
C. Smout), and a drake at Duddingston on 8th and 14th Octo-
ber (T.C.S.) and a pair there (perhaps the Dunsappie birds)
some time later (D. R. Anderson). Two Scaup Aythya marila
with white foreheads were at Hamilton on 8th November
(L.A.U.) and between Grangemouth and Kincardine twelve
Scaup on 3rd November and fifteen on the 15th are the first
J.H. has seen in the area during the ten years he has watched
it. 636 Tufted Ducks at Duddingston on 17th January is the
highest number recorded there (D. R. Anderson).

A Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis was on Hule Moss on
31st October and 1st November (W.M.) and a male on Forfar
Loch on 4th November (H.B.). Smews Mergus albellus have
been more widespread than usual this January on the Kirk-
cudbrightshire lochs, one or two, both adult drakes and
“redheads” having been on at least six different inland waters
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(A.D.W.). On 9th January there was a “redhead” on Bogton
Loch, Ayrshire (R. Stokoe, A.D.W.).

A European White-fronted Goose Anser a. albifrons (pink
bill noted) flew over the R. Carron at Bonnybridge, Stirling,
on 1st November (R. Logan). Seven dark-breasted Brent
Geese Branta b. bernicla were at Aberlady on 13th and 20th
December (J.B., M.F.M.M.), four Barnacle Geese B. leucopsis
at Gladhouse on 1st November and two at Hule Moss on 31st
October and 1st November (W.M.).

A Bewick’s Swan Cygnus columbianus bewicki, in company
with six Whoopers, was on the Loch o’ the Lowes, New Cum-
nock, Lanark, on 10th January (J. A. Begg). Still there on 31st.

A Peregrine Falco peregrinus was flying round the tower of
the University, Glasgow, on 27th November (M. J. M. Larkin):
it was probably this bird that was responsible for a headless
pigeon falling at the feet of a lecturer in Eng. Lit. some time
previously.

A late Corncrake Crex crex is reported from near Auchen-
cairn, Kirkcudbright (where it had been for a fortnight before)
on 9th November (Rev. M. D. Walker).

A good year for Jack Snipe, especially at Duddingston (D. R.
Anderson). J.H. saw his first north of Grangemouth on 15th
November, and at Tyninghame on 1st January, at high tide,
seven were flushed in an area fifteen yards square; perhaps
they had come in with the north winds (R.W.J.S.). Two were
seen at Stranraer on 16th January (M.F.M.M.).

Wintering Greenshank are reported from Tentsmuir on
20th November (L. Fullerton), Aberlady on 28th November
(J.B.), and Doonfoot, Ayr, on 9th December—there was also
one there between 25th January and 15th February last win-
ter (L.A.U.). Two Green Sandpipers are passing the winter
(last seen 3rd January) alternating between Bells Burn, Ed-
rom, and Duns Sewage Works (W.M.).

A Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus was seen at the Ythan
mouth, Aberdeen, on 29th September (A.J.M.S.) and an adult
Iceland Gull L. glaucoides at Troon harbour on 24th January
(M.F.M.M.).

Large numbers of Wood Pigeons Columba palumbus have
been reported from various areas, but it should be remember-
ed that, despite a general opinion to the contrary, we as yet
have no conclusive evidence that any of these have crossed
the North Sea. On 11th December W. J. Eggeling was at
Lathones, SSW of St Andrews, out at dawn hoping to see
geese: “just before 8 a.m. Wood Pigeons began to pass over
and pitch in the kale and turnip crops behind me, odd birds
at first, then parties of ten to thirty and then flocks of 100 to
200, till they were pouring past. I was unable to keep a count
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in spite of several attempts, but later put the birds up from
the crops; they were in numbers such as I have never seen
before, certainly 3,000 and probably as many as 5,000. All the
birds I saw came from the west and for the most part they
were feeding on the kale leaves. Large numbers of Green-
finches were also coming in at the same time. The same pat-
tern was repeated next morning and again on 19th December.
On the latter there were certainly fewer pigeons and I was
able to estimate that there were about 3,000 (to the nearest
500). All of these birds definitely came from far out of sight
to the west, probably from some huge roost, and were flying
eastwards.”

A male Shorelark Eremophila alpestris was seen at Aber-
lady on 11th November (A.A.).

Two Jays Garrulus glandarius were in the woods at Val-
leyfield, Fife, on 10th November, only the observer’s second
winter record for the area (J.H.).

On 8th November at Herbertshire Estate, Bonnybridge,
Stirling, a Long-tailed Tit was seen which resembled the
northern race Aegithalos c¢. caudatus: it had a pure white
head and its underparts were also whiter than those of about
ten Long-tailed Tit with striped heads with which it was
associating (R. Logan).

Large numbers of Fieldfares Turdus pilaris, 2,000 to 3,000
in all, were seen in fields between Kincardine and High Val-
leyfield, Fife, on 25th October (J.H.); on the 3Ist unusual
numbers (150) were seen at Cobbinshaw and movement was
doubtless going on (T. Boyd, R.W.J.S.); and on the following
day they were arriving, with Starlings, all day at Tyninghame,
in small parties (T.B., R.W.J.S.). Unusual numbers were
near Glencorse Reservoir on 7th November, settling in
heather and rough grass, which is unusual too (RW.J.S.).

Two Stonechats Saxicola torquata were at Cult Ness on st
November and two at Longannet Point, S. Fife, on the 30th
(J.H.). A pair were at Threipmuir on 7th November (R.W.J.S.).

Two Great Grey Shrikes Lanius excubitor, one of which
was eating a Linnet, were seen in Orkney about 14th October
(E. Balfour); one occurred at Port of Menteith, Stirling, on
6th December (A. J. B. Loudon) and one at Tarfside, Angus,
on 15th December (D. Jenkins). Another was at Stevenston,
Ayrshire, at the end of October and the beginning of Novem-
ber: on 4th November its song was heard, “a mixture of low
warblings and harsh grating sounds, which on the whole was
rather pleasing” (G. Fraser). We have late news of a sixth
Great Grey Shrike, in Arran, between Brodick and Lamlash,
on 16th November (A. R. Hutchison, I. K. Munro).

Larger flocks of finches than usual seem to be present, as,
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for example, in East Lothian (A. Macdonald), big numbers of
Greenfinches being especially noticeable. On 30th November
near Carnbee in Fife there was a very large finch flock in kale
and on recently cleared sugar beet: about 1,500 all told, with
Chaffinches in the majority, but almost as many Greenfinches,
a number of Brambling and a few Goldfinches. Several hun-
dred Skylarks, and numbers of Fieldfare, Redwing and Song
Thrushes were also present. On 11th December at Lathones,
Fife, Greenfinches came trickling in with the Wood Pigeons
till there were at least 1,000; fewer on subsequent dates (W. J.
Eggeling). In the wintering flock of Greenfinches at Seafield,
Leith, there was a sudden peak at the beginning of December,
900 being counted on the 5th (A.T.M.). 500 Greenfinches at
Mount Lothian, near Gladhouse, on 6th December, was a very
big flock for that area (R.W.J.S.). At Fala Toll on 27th Dec-
ember there were about 1,500 Chaffinches and 200 Bramblings
(R.W.J.S), while at Longannet, S. Fife, there were the ex-
ceptional numbers of about 600 Bramblings on 20th January
(J. Potter) and about 350 two days later (J.H.). A few Bram-
blings, fairly scarce in Clyde, were noted at Dunoon in Dec-
ember (K. M. Kesson). Nearly 400 were seen in fields at
Portmore, Peebles, on 20th December (J. E. King and others).

As is usual in “Crossbill years,” Siskins have also been
numerous. About fifty were seen near Loch Faskally, Perth,
on 9th October (H.B.) and about 100, in two flocks, at Tyning-
hame on 1st November (T. Boyd, R.W.J.S.), while fifty were
flying west at Dirleton on 8th November (T.B.). One was at
Gosford, East Lothian, on 11th November (T. C. Smout) and
small parties at the end of the year near Milton Bridge, East
Lothian (C. K. Mylne). At Duddingston the first seen there
since 1950 were three on 19th Janaury (D. R. Anderson). From
the west come reports of three at the Doonfoot, Ayr, on 26th
November (D.S.), about fifteen near Milngavie on 14th Novem-
ber, and about thirty, of which one was picked up dead, at
Blanefield, Stirling, on 12th December (J. W. Taylor).

The following wintering Twites Carduelis flavirostris have
been reported: at Aberlady a total of twenty-four on Ist
November was a record, but there were over fifty on the 7th
and 15th, and seventy or more on the 22nd and 28th. The peak
was on 6th December when there were at least 150, mixed with
Linnets: on the 20th numbers were down to about seventy
and on 10th January there were a mere thirty or forty (J.B.).
At Cult Ness there were thirty or forty on 22nd November
(J.H.), north of Grangemouth a large flock on 29th November
(J. Potter), at Barnes Ness forty on 6th December (T. Boyd).

There were several Lapland Buntings Calcarius lapponicus
at Aberlady on 1st November (J.B.). What is the first record
for the Edinburgh area, and doubtless also for Midlothian,
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comes from Dr I. C. T. Nisbet: “while descending Arthur’s
Seat on 14th December I heard the unmistakable ‘teu...teu
... tikitikitik’ of a Lapland Bunting in flight overhead. I am
very familiar with this species and had watched it in East
Anglia only two days before.”

For the first time in ten years J. H. saw Snow Buntings at
Longannet Point, S.W. Fife, nearly forty birds on 30th Novem-
ber, and on 7th December he and J. Potter saw over fifty
there, the numbers rising to 100 by 22nd January. A count of
180 in the Portmore-Gladhouse-Rosebery area on 27th Decem-
ber is unusually high for such a date (R.W.J.S.). They have
also been unusually numerous on the Clyde Coast: on 30th
December, at Girvan, between fifteen and twenty were seen
on the North Shore (R. M. Ramage, J. Shanks); on 17th
January about 150 at Lendalfoot and fifty just south of Girvan
(M.F.M.M.); and on 23rd January several at Stevenston (G. M.
T. Conacher).

Behaviour and Habits

FuLMAR Fulmarus glacialis. On 25th May four Fulmar nests
were located in a field at the foot of Saxa Vord hill, Unst.
This is between half and three quarters of a mile from the sea
and, being in a hollow, birds on the ground would not be able
to see the sea either at Haroldswick or Norwick Bay. The
grass near the nests was cropped short, but nearby was a
stream and marshy land almost dry after a period of fine
weather. Three nests were on the ground at the foot of an old
stone pen, two inside the small compound, the walls of which
were about three feet high, and the third in a corner outside
where a wall had been extended. The fourth nest was some
fifty yards away on rising ground in a hollow that may once
have been a rabbit hole. Each nest had one egg. Two nests
came to grief, but on 2nd July the remaining two birds were
still sitting (D. J. Mentier).

GANNET Sula bassana. About 7 a.m. on 23rd November the
caretaker of my flat in Ravelston Gardens, in the centre of
Edinburgh, was surprised to see a large white bird plane down
and crash-land in the rose-bed. From my window above I
saw it was an adult Gannet, appearing in good condition and
able to walk and flap well. I was much relieved when it took
itself off to a patch of waste ground some way from the dogs
and traffic, since the verge of the road seemed no place for a
Gannet. When 1 left for work, having summoned the
S.S.P.C.A., the Gannet had several admirers, including the
postman and a spaniel. By 10 a.m. it could not be found. Pre-
viously it had seemed unable to take off, but with a rising
wind it had probably been able to make use of a six foot drop
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on the waste ground to launch itself into the air. (P. Alexan-
der).

EIDER Somateria mollissima. On 24th January, with a cold
south-east wind blowing, I was waiting at Feolin Ferry,
Jura, opposite Port Askaig, when up the Sound of Islay, fly-
ing due north, came a few flights of Eider. These suddenly
became a stream and I began to count them. In the course of
ten minutes or so over 600 Eider went past. The large flights
I estimated by counting ten and then comparing this with the
whole flock. The largest flight was about seventy birds, but a
few went by in pairs. (K. Townsend).

CommMmoN TERN Sterna hirundo and Rook Corvus frugilegus.
On 23rd September I was watching Common Terns fishing on
the ebb tide at Kingsbarns, Fife. Every now and then they
would be harried by Rooks, which seemed to be chasing
them out of sheer devilment and not for the sand-eels they
were catching. The Rooks would keep up the chase for some
minutes, although they were outmaneouvred easily. When
they tired of chasing the terns they would return inland to
their rookery, cawing loudly, to return to the fun a few
minutes later. (M. H. E. Cuninghame).

STARLING Sturnus vulgaris. About 22nd November and on
2nd December a Starling was seen in Hermitage Gardens,
Edinburgh, with a bill shaped liked that of a Whimbrel, both
mandibles being elongated, and more than twice as long as
normal. The bill was creamy yellow towards the tip. The
bird fed by probing in the usual way. An interesting discus-
sion of the persistence of this deformity in the area will be
found in The Edinburgh Bird Bulletin (4:55-56). (N. B. Wat-
son).

SOLWAY WEEK-END

Quite often we seem to get some wonderful sunny days at
the beginning of February, and they seem that much more
exciting because of the gloomy weather that has gone before.
For the Club’s Week-end Excursion to the Solway from 5th
to 7th February the weather could not have been better, for,
in spite of the most depressing forecasts and dense fog in
Glasgow, the early morning mist on Saturday cleared away
and gave us two gorgeous sunny and almost windless days
to explore the beautiful countryside around Dumfries.

A record number of fifty-five members and friends, includ-
ing some lone wolves and splinter groups, came for the week-
end and voted it one of the best yet. Members came from as
far away as Peterhead, Aberdeen, Wolverhampton and Ox-
ford. Most of us managed to get to the County Hotel on
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Friday night to be briefed for the morrow. Thereafter con-
viviality was the order until well after midnight when a very
jolly party found themselves on opposite platforms in Dum-
fries Station waiting to welcome our Irish guests from either
direction. Back at the hotel the staff of a big local garage were
having a great time at their annual dance, and sleepless bird-
watchers were busy rehearsing for the next day their individ-
ual claims to have been sited in the bedroom most directly
above the noise.

After breakfast on Saturday a long line of cars set off to look
for Barnacle Geese at Caerlaverock where, we had already
been warned, we would be unlikely to find them. After turn-
ing back from the correct road, driving several miles up the
wrong cul-de-sac into the wrong farmyard, and twice passing
the same unaccompanied cows on a narrow country lane, the
survivors eventually straggled down to the Reserve. The car
which had agreed to follow behind and round up any laggards
had evidently got there some time earlier.

Led by Langley Roberts, the Warden of the Reserve, forty
eager bird-watchers set off through the mud and disappearing
mist for a four-mile walk over field, fence and ditch—not to
mention ooze. In fact, at one point, when we forded a shallow
but treacherously soft stream, it seemed that we might lose
one or two members in the ooze. By the time half the party
had crossed quickly over, the soft crust got so puddled up
that one member was soon over his knees and sinking
steadily: helpers rushed to his aid and began to sink as well,
or were pulled over by other enthusiastic rescuers. Eventually
a chain of hands hauled everyone out and retrieved all their
footgear, but quite a few people got more than a little muddy
in the process and there were a lot of squelching Wellington
boots for the rest of the morning.

Langley Roberts was most apologetic about the flock of
1,650 Barnacles which had inconsiderately flown off to feed on
the English side of the Solway. However, with the great con-
centration of optical fire-power, two of them were at last
identified as they walked on the distant mud—one of them
with a broken wing. One of the tragedies of the bird world is
the sight of a lone goose by the side of its wounded and flight-
less mate when all the others have gone away. Suddenly the
sky was filled with geese, not Barnacles but Grey Lags and
Pinkfeet, pouring in to settle on the fields at East Park farm
where we ate our sandwiches. Along the road to Glencaple
we saw many more and were able to watch them at point-
blank range without getting out of the cars.

In the afternoon most people went down the west side of
the Nith to Carsethorn passing a flock of thirty-seven Whoop-
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ers feeding in a field just outside Dumfries. The tide was out
at Carsethorn but we had superb views of Pintail and there
were flocks of Scaup further out. A skein of black geese
which flew past some way out were thought by several people
to be Brents—very unusual in the area—but local opinion
was against the identification. Subsequent events at Carling-
wark the next day suggested that even good observers might
have been misled.

In the evening Miss Valerie Thom showed her fine 8 m.m.
documentary film of life on Fair Isle, with sequences of all
the activities and industries of the island and a commendable
absence of pictures of bird-watchers. We aiso saw a short film
of local Waxwings and a fine assembly of Whoopers at Glen-
buck by Mr J. Lockerbie, Sanquhar.

On Sunday morning, lured by tales of the birds to be seen
and undeterred by forecasts of heavy fog, five enthusiasts
were away by 7.45 a.m. to look at L. Arthur as soon as it was
reasonably light. Such keenness was rewarded by the sight of
no less than five Smew on this one small loch, four red-headed
birds and a fine drake swimming and diving as we watched
them. Beside the road we found a party of Long-tailed Tits,
a Tree Creeper and a Great Spotted Woodpecker—and all be-
fore breakfast, to which we returned full of virtue.

On the way to Castle Douglas a brief call at Auchenreoch
turned up a nice variety of birds including a Willow Tit and
splendid views of Goosander glinting in the sun as they flew
past close to the road. On Carlingwark, under the able direc-
tion of Willie Austin, we located two more Smew—red-heads
again—and it cannot be often that one can see seven in so
short a time. A party of about seventy geese flew over honk-
ing as we were leaving and hardly anyone gave them a second
glance. After they had gone the local experts set about ex-
plaining that they were not Grey Lag but Bean Geese and
that we should probably see no more that day. In fact we did
see some twenty-five close to the road later in the day, but
they have been difficult to find and numbers are low this year.

From Castle Douglas we headed up L. Ken in a long con-
voy of cars with Willie Austin to the fore. At the expected
spot Greenland Whitefronts were duly located. The first was
only a head sticking up behind a grassy bank on which a fine
flock of Wigeon was resting, but we saw others later.

On Woodhall Loch we found yet another species of duck.
Very few dissentient voices were raised when a distant black
and white blob was diagnosed as another Smew, but a quar-
ter-mile walk along the road turned it into a Long-tailed Duck
(more or less tailless of course)—a very unexpected visitor
there. This was the sixteenth, and probably the seventeenth,
species of duck to be seen in two days.
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At the New Galloway end of L. Ken an abortive search
for Willow Tits was not kept up for very long. A few more
persistent souls, however, were well rewarded for their greater
enthusiasm by hearing a Willow Tit and a Jay almost at the
same time. On a carpet of washed-up vegetation and seeds by
some marshy willow-scrub we found a small party of birds
including Siskins and Redpolls which were chased by a
Sparrow Hawk that appeared from nowhere. Even a Tree
Creeper took to the thicket growing in the water and looked
most out of place climbing the thin stems of the bushes.

So ended a superb week-end as people disappeared in search
of food, buses, trains and the road home. About eighty-five
different species of birds were seen by one of the writers, and
the tally for the whole party cannot have been very far short
of a hundred—not bad for a week-end in the coldest month of
the year.

ANDREW T. MACMILLAN.
GEORGE WATERSTON.

UNUSUAL MORTALITY OF YOUNG
PUFFINS ON ST KILDA, 1959

DAVID BODDINGTON

The population of Puffins Fratercula arctica on St Kilda
during the breeding season probably numbers one million
pairs, the largest and most dense colony being on the island
of Dun, which forms the south side of the Village Bay. Land-
ing on Dun is only possible in periods of calm weather, but
the colonies on Hirta are accessible more easily.

On 20th July 1959 a large number of dead young Puffins,
from two to four weeks old, were found on the Hirta colony
of Carn Mor, most of which showed no signs of injury. On
24th July a number of dead birds were lying on the talus
slopes below Ard Uarchdarachd. There were freshly dead
young among the boulders of Carn Mor on 31st July. On the
next day a landing was made on Dun and a transect of 1,100
yards was made at a height of 200-300 feet as far as Point
of Dun, thereby covering all but 200 yards of the complete
length of the island. Weather conditions did not allow more
than three hours stay and the luxuriant vegetation, of which
Sorrel Rumex acetosa was the dominant species, made a
thorough search impractical. In the five yard wide transect
through the most densely populated area, 205 dead birds were
counted on the way to the Point of Dun and 166 along a slight-
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ly higher level on the return journey. All the birds were
estimated to be between twelve and 40 days old, and only a
small number showed any evidence of injury.

On the assumption that fifty acres of this eighty acre island
are as thickly colonised by Puffins, there must have been at
least eight thousand dead birds, not counting those below
ground or in thick vegetation. Examination of several birds
was made and three specimens, thirty to forty days old, were
sent to the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food Veter-
inary Laboratory, Lasswade, Midlothian, where R. H. Duff,
M.R.C.V.Ss., made a pathological report, of which an extract
follows.

“Post-mortem examination showed that the Puffins had died
in very poor condition. The crops and gizzards were empty.
The intestines were very narrow and thin-walled and flaccid.
The kidneys were brownish ... and the livers were small. No
parasites were in the intestines and the presence of Esche-
rischia coli was of no pathogenic significance ... From these
findings starvation is the most likely cause of death.”

Lockley states that the young Puffin is deserted about the
fortieth day. At this time and until it goes to sea it would be
expected that the alimentary canal would contain no food,
but younger birds examined showed similar features. Fish is
stated to constitute 32 per cent of the animal matter in the
Puffin’s diet (The Handbook of British Birds), being composed
of Sand Eels Amnodytes spp. and the fry of Herring Clupea
harengus and of Pollack Gadus pollachius. Boyd et al. have
recorded specimens of Norway Pout G. esmarkii in a puffinry
on St Kilda.

It seems likely that food shortage was the main cause of
the unusually high mortality and the fact that, during the
many hours spent in the St Kilda Puffin colonies, no discarded
fish and few birds bringing in fish were seen, lends support
to this.
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The Scottish Ornithologists’ Club

SUMMER EXCURSIONS

IMPORTANT—Members intending to come on Excursions must, where
necessary, inform the respective organisers immediately, so that ar-
rangements can be made for numbers which in some cases are limited.
Bookings will be accepted in strict order of application. Members of
the Club are entitled to attend ANY Branch Excursion, and guests may
be invited where numbers are not limited.

ABERDEEN

Applications for all Excursions to be made to Miss E. A. Garden,
Eider Cottage, Newburgh, Aberdeenshire (Tel. Newburgh 95) one week
in advance. Transport will be by private cars, and members having spare
seats should inform Miss Garden.

Saturday, 7th May :

YTHAN ESTUARY AND LOCHS—Leader, Miss E. A. Garden. Meet
Ythan Hotel 2 p.m. Bring picnic tea.

Sunday, 5th June :

CRATHIE AREA—Leader, Mr C. Murray. Meet Crathie Post Office 11
a.m. Bring picnic lunch and tea.

Sunday, 4th September :

FORVIE MOOR (Autumn Migrants)—Leader, Mr A. Smith. Meet Ythan
Hotel 10.30 a.m. A ferry service will be arranged over the river, so
thz:it a walk up the coast to Collieston can be made. Bring picnic lunch
and tea.

DUNDEE

When private cars are to be used, applications for all Excursions should
be made to Mr Jack Scobie, 3 Constitution Road, Dundee (Office Tel.
3141) one week in advance.

Sunday, 6th March :

FORFAR RESCORIE AND BALGAVIES LOCHS—Meet City Square
10 a.m. Transport by private cars. Bring picnic lunch.

Sunday, 3rd April

F(?RT };ALAN AND RIVER TAY—Meet Perth Bus 10.30 a.m. Bring picnic
unch.

Sunday, 15th May :

NORTH ESK ESTUARY AND AUCHMITHIE—Meet City Square 10 a.m.
Transport by private cars. Bring picnic lunch and tea.

Sunday, 12th June:

TENTSMUIR AND SHELLEY POINT—Meet Tay Terries 9.45 a.m. Trans-
port by private cars. Bring picnic lunch and tea.

ISLE OF MAY—Date to be announced later. Limited to twelve members.

Sunday, 18th September :

EDEN ESTUARY (GUARD BRIDGE to ST ANDREWS)—Meet Tay Ferries
9.45 a.m. Transport by bus. Bring picnic lunch.
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EDINBURGH

Times of buses and trains should be checked with Summer Time-
tables. Costs may also be subject to alteration. Private hire buses
will only be provided at the charges shown on condition that a
minimum of 30 attend. Anyone unable to attend, and having booked
a_seat, may be required to pay the fare unless one week’s notice is
given.

Saturday, 14th May :

ABERLADY BAY NATURE RESERVE (Spring Migrants)—Leaders,
Mr W. Birrell and Mr C. N. L. Cowper. Meet Timber Bridge 2.30 p.m.
Bring picnic tea. (S.M.T. Bus leaves Edinburgh Bus Station at approx.
1.40 p.m.)

Saturday, 21st May :

PENICUIK HOUSE GROUNDS (by kind permission of Sir John D.
Clerk, Bt.)—Leader, Mr R. W. J. Smith. Meet outside Penicuik Post
Office 2.30 p.m. Bring picnic tea. (S.M.T. Bus leaves Edinburgh Bus

Station at 1.30 p.m.)
Sunday, 29th May :

THE HIRSEL, COLDSTREAM (by kind permission of the Earl of
Home)—Limited number. Applications by 21st May to Mr Andrew T.
Macmillan, 66 Spylaw Bank Road, Edinburgh 13. Leader at the Hir-
sel, Major the Hon. Henry Douglas Home. Private bus will leave
Waverley Bridge at 11 a.m. returning at approx. 7 p.m. Picnic lunch
and tea to be taken. Cost : bus approx. 8/- per person.

Saturday, 11th June :

ISLE OF MAY Limited number (12)—Leader, Dr W. J. Eggeling. Appli-
cations by 4th June to Miss O. T. Thompson, 52 Inverleith Row,
Edinburgh. Train to Anstruther leaves Waverley Station at 9.10 a.m.
Boat leaves harbour 11.40 a.m. prompt. Time on Island approx. 12.45
to 4.30 p.m. Return train leaves Anstruther 6 p.m. arriving Edinburgh
8.56 p.m. Bring picnic lunch and tea. Cost: Day return rail ticket,

8/11; boat approx. 9/-.
Sunday, 19th June :

PARADISE WOODS, DUNS, AND ST ABBS HEAD CLIFFS (Limited
number)—Applications by 11th June to Miss O. T. Thompson, 52 In-
verleith Row, Edinburgh. Leader at Paradise Woods, Mr W. Murray.
Private bus will leave Waverley Bridge at 1045 am. and return
approx. 6.30 p.m. Picnic lunch and tea to be taken. Cost : approx. 8/-.

Sunday, 3rd July:

FARNE ISLANDS (Limited Number)—Applications by 25th June to
Mr A. G. Ablett, 7 Craigmount Gardens, Edinburgh 12 (COR 4258).
Leader from Seahouses, Dr E. A. R. Ennion. Private bus leaves
Waverley Bridge 9 am. arriving Seahouses 12.30 p.m. Boats leave
harbour on arrival. Bring picnic lunch. Cost : Bus 11/-; boat 11/-; High
tea at Monks House, 6/-.

Saturday, 16th July:

BASS ROCK (by kind permission of Sir Hew Hamilton Dalrymple, Bt.)—
Applications by 9th July to Mr John King, 103 Marchmont Road,
Edinburgh 9. Boats leave North Berwick Harbour 2.30 p.m. and return
at 7 p.m. Bring picnic tea. Cost : Boat 7/6.

Saturday, 20th August :
ABERLADY BAY NATURE RESERVE (Autumn Migrants)—Leaders,
Mr W. Birrell and Mr K. S. Macgregor. Arrangements as for l4th
May.
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GLASGOW

Times of buses and trains should be checked with Summer Time-tables.
For all Excursions, excluding the first, applications must be made as
stated so that adequate reservations may be made.

Saturday, 30th April :
HAMILTON BIRD SANCTUARY (by Kkind permission of the Town

Council of the Burgh of Hamiltony—Leader, Mr D. Stalker. Meet at
Hamilton Cross at 2.30 p.m.

Sunday, 29th May :

THE HIRSEL, COLDSTREAM (by kind permission of the Earl of
Home) (Limited number)—Joint Excursion with Edinburgh Branch.
Train to Edinburgh leaves Queen Street Station at 9.40 a.m. and
arrives 10.54 a.m. Private bus leaves Waverley Bridge at 11 a.m. re-
turning approx. 7 p.m. Applications by 2lst May to Mr Andrew T.
Macmillan, 66 Spylaw Bank Road, Edinburgh 13. Picnic lunch and tea
to be taken. Cost : Bus approx. 8/-.

Saturday, 4th June:

AILSA CRAIG—Maximum number, two parties of 14. Applications by
28th May to Miss M. G. Scott, 68 Evan Drive, Giffnock, Glasgow.
Boat leaves Girvan Harbour with first party at 11 a.m. Time on Ailsa
Craig, 3 to 4 hours. Bring picnic lunch and tea. Cost: Boat 10/- per
person,

Saturday, 19th June:

LITTLE CUMBRAE—Applications by 11th June to Miss M. G. Scott,
68 Evan Drive, Giffnock, Glasgow. Boat leaves Fairlie 11.30 a.m. Bring
picnic lunch and tea. Cost : Boat 3/6 per person.

ST ANDREWS

Applications for the Excursions to the Isle of May and Loch Leven
must be made to Miss M. M. Spires, 2 Howard Place, St Andrews (Tel.
852) not later than 1st June.

Saturday, 28th May :

LINDORES LOCH—Leave St Andrews Bus Station on Perth Bus at
12.45 p.m. Bring picnic tea.

Sunday, 12th June:

ISLE OF MAY (Limited number, 12)—Boat leaves Anstruther Harbour
10 a.m. Bring picnic lunch and tea.

Sunday, 26th June :
LOCH LEVEN (by kind permission of Kinross Estates)}—Boats leave
from the Sluices, Scotlandswell, for St Serfs Island at 11 a.m. Bring
picnic lunch and tea.

SCOTTISH BIRDS : VOLUME I, No. 1

A number of requests have been received from Libraries for complete
sets of ‘“‘Scottish Birds” to date. As the first issue, Volume I, No. 1,
(September 1958) has been out of print for some time, the Secretary will
be very glad to receive any copies, in whatever condition, which mem-
bers can spare to enable these orders to be fulfilled.
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WEEK-END EXCURSION TO AVIEMORE

Arrangements have again been made with Mrs M. J. Grant, The Dell
Hotel, Rothiemurchus, Aviemore (Tel. 216) for a week-end Excursion to
Speyside.

Accommodation for up to twenty members has been reserved for the
week-end 6th to 8th May at inclusive terms of 45/- per person as follows :
Bed on Friday night 6th; breakfast, packed lunch, dinner and bed on
Saturday 7th; breakfast and packed lunch on Sunday 8th.

Members wishing to come on this Club Excursion should book direct
with Mrs Grant, mentioning that they are members of the Club, and are
asked to send her a postcard to acknowledge their booking, once this
is made. Members may bring guests. Reservations will be accepted in
strict order of application. Arrangements for transport by private cars
should be made through Branch Secretaries.

CLUB LIBRARY

Members are asked to note that the Club Library will not be open
on Wednesday evenings during the summer months. The Secretary will
be glad, however, to welcome members who wish to use the Library in
the evenings if previous arrangements are made. There will be no Junior
Meetings during the summer months.

Dr N. TINBERGEN ON “BEHAVIOUR OF GULLS”

Members who were present at the Stirling Conference and who heard
Dr Tinbergen’s fascinating talk will be interested to hear that he has
kindly presented copies of reprints of his recent work, “Comparative
studies of the behaviour of Gulls : A Progress Report,” 1959, to the Club
Library. They are available for borrowing.

DUNDEE BRANCH

Owing to a mis-print in the Syllabus of Winter Lectures, the date of
the Dundee Branch Lecture in April has been given as 26th; this should
read 28th April.

OPERATION OSPREY, 1960

There are still vacancies for Volunteer Wardens (male) and Cook-
caterers (female) during the period 28th May to the end of August. Any-
one prepared to assist should contact George Waterston, 21 Regent Ter-
race, Edinburgh 7, at once.

THE LATE T. LESLIE SMITH

Members will learn with regret of the death of Mr T. Leslie Smith
who served on the Club Council as the Dundee Branch Representative
since March 1959,

Mr Smith was a man of wide interests, particularly in Youth work,
and was president of the Y.M.C.A. in Dundee for nearly twenty years.
He joined the Club in 1956 and took a keen interest in all its affairs.



