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Editorial
AFTER our mammoth spring number, the summer number
returns to a smaller size, but we hope it will be possible
to bring out larger numbers from time to time, especially when
the accumulation of material demands it. At present our
main difficulty is acquiring material as regards photographs:
we prefer to publish those taken in Scotland and by members
of the Clu~whether they show birds or places of ornithological interest-and we would therefore be grateful for the
gift of any photographs which the photographer himself
thinks worthy of publication.

ASSISTED PASSAGE
C. P. RAWCLIFFE
The substance of this article was delivered to the members
of the Edinburgh branch of the S.O.C. on 17th February 1960.
In it I deal with the birds I have found upon ships arriving at
Leith Docks.
11th April 1953. M/v BuckLaw from Holland. About twenty
miles north of Ymuiden, the wind being southerly and the
weather fine and clear, a Brambling FringiLLa montifringiUa
came on board. Others flew over, but only this one alighted.
Time about 2000 hrs GMT on the 10th. Bird flew away at the
Imperial.J)ocks.
19th November 1953. A damaged Starling Stumus vuLgaris
found on M/v MidsLand from Rotterdam.
??1954. A Snipe CapeUa gaLlinago came on board the S/s
GothLand from Copenhagen. It died ashore and the skin was
preserved by the Royal Scottish Museum.
12th October 1957. On the S/s Mansuria from Gothenburg
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I found the following dead birds On the decks in out of the
way places: two Skylarks ALauda arvensis, one Chiffchaff
PhylLoscopus colLybita, one Goldcrest R. regulus, two Meadow
Pipits Anthus pratensis, one Starling and one Linnet Carduelis
cannabina. Unfortunately the bodies were decomposed. The
vessel had left Gothenburg on the 9th. The 10th was overcast and birds, mostly Starlings, came on board during the
night.
6th November 1958. When the M/v MidsLand arrived from
Amsterdam, I found a dead Skylark aboard. I was told that
many had come on the ship and that those which fell into
the sea were soon snapped up by gulls.
5th October 1959. In the alleyways amidships of the M/v
Dryburgh from Rotterdam I found two live birds, a Chaffinch
Fringilla coelebs and a phylloscopus. I was able to catch the
Chaffinch and from the brightness of the ruddy breast judged
it to be of one of the Continental races.
6th October 1959. On this day the M/v Cantick Head came
from Leningrad. I found dead on board a Sky lark and a Longtailed Tit of the Northern race Aegithalos c. caudatus. Many
birds came on board ; many died and went overboard during
the washing-down of the decks. The Long-tailed Tit was a
lovely bird to handle even when dead; its head was pure
white, but when the feathers were disturbed one could see
that the basal half of each feather was black.
8th October 1959. On M/v Midsland from Rotterdam there
was a dead Willow Warbler PhyUoscopus trochilus. On M/v
Heriot from Amsterdam there were three live Starlings
crouched under a winch. Captain Masson reported that many
Goldcrests had come on board, 'but they left when the ship
was abreast of the Longstone Light.
16th October 1959. When the M/v Frida Btokzul came from
.M aasluis, Holland, and the holds were opened up for discharge of cargo, Starlings flew out. It was thought that they
had gone in to roost before the hatches were put on and thus
became trapped . One dead Starling was also found.
19th October 1959. This day the M/v Haskerland arrived
from Harlingen, Holland. Captain Kuiper reported to me that
an owl came on board, the first in his long experience, but
was later lost in the gale. He remarked that migratory birds
crossing the North Sea fly down-wind and that, if the wind
direction changes, then the birds too change direction. He
had seen this happen.
10th November 1959. M/v Peka from Copenhagen. The
Captain had a female Continental Twite Carduelis f. flavirostris in a budgerigar cage. The bird had come on the ship
when it was about 120 miles west of the Skag Lightship (6
p .m. MET) . It had fed on seeds and was in good condition. On

1960

ASSI ST ED PASSAGE

227

behalf of the Captain I released it on the dock, where it fed
on grass and dandelion seeds.

Corrigenda
Antea 1 : 206 . Part II of "Current Notes" apply to late 1959
and early 1960, not, as stated, to late 1958 and early 1959.
Antea 1: 206. For "Port of Menteith, Stirling" read "Port of
Menteith, Perthshire."
Antea 1: 207. For "Eaglesham, Lanark" read "Eaglesham;
Renfrew. "
Antea 1 : 213-4. The Lapland Bunting on Arthur's Seat is
not the first record fo r Midlothian. It has been recorded from
Gladhouse (Edinburgh Bird Bulletin 4 : 4).
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(These records, all of them believed fully authenticated,
apply to late 1959 and early 1960 unless otherwise stated.
Initials denote the following observers: J. Ballantyne, P. G.
R. Barbier, H. Boase, T. Boyd, W. Brotherston, W. A. J . Cunningham, George Dick, W. J. Eggeling, Sir Robert ErskineHill Bt., Miss W. U. Flower, P . Holt, 'J . E. King, A. T. Macmillan, M. F . M. ,Meiklejohn, W. Murray, J. Potter, C. P .
Rawcliffe, R. W. J. Smith, T. C. Smout, L . A. Urquhart, G .
Waterston and M. 1. Waterston).
The Great Northern Diver Gavia immer is not so numerous
off the east coast as off the west : T.C.S. notes the following occurrences-single birds off Gullane Point on 16th December and 12th March ; one at Broughty Ferry on 13th February and two on the 14th. The Slavonian Grebe Podiceps
auritus, common in East Lothian, is not so often recorded for
Midlothian : one was at Eastfield, Edinburgh, on 5th March
(J.B.).

A Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis flew past the windows of the
Scottish Centre for Ornithology on 8th Apr il (G.W., M.LW.).
A Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo bearing the characteristics of the "southern race" sinensis was seen at Hamilton
on 10th April : "neck and head hoary white except for a
black crescent from the throat to the forehead" (A. S . Temple).
These white-headed birds are not infrequent, especially in
S.W. Scotland, and recent studies by R. Stokoe (British Birds
51: 165-179) show that the two races cannot be separated in
the field. Numbers of Shags P . aristotelis come into Leith
Docks on infrequent occasions (see Edin burgh Bird Bu lletin
4: 65) and C.P.R. sends the follow ing totals from there : 22 on
4th Febr uary, 34 on the 5th, and 12 on 1st March.
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(Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax. In late July 1959 up
to seven were noted at dusk flying down the R Almond to
feed on the mud at the mouth (per J . E. King) and an adult
was seen at the mouth of the Water of Leith at 2230 hours on
17th February 1960 (C.P.R). Though certainly escapes from
Edinburgh Zoo, we are recording these occurrences in case
the bird ever establishes itself in the wild.)
Duck-large numbers. The 400 Teal Anas crecca reported
from Loch Leven (antea 1 : 210) seem to have been nothing
much! RW.J.S. on 21st September saw at least 2,000, and
probably closer to 3,000, fl ying in a swirling mass over St
Serf's Island. On 13th December, after a period of strong easterly winds and driving rain, there was a very large concentration of duck between Kincardine and Grangemouth : 1,285
Mallard, 1,280 Shelduck Tadorna tadorna, 516 Teal, 330 Pintail
A. acuta, 14 Shoveler Spatula clypeata, four Tufted Duck, 13
Goosander Mergus merganser and 42 Merganser M. serrator.
The figures for Shelduck and Pintail are quite exceptional.
Shelduck were down to 750 on 17th January and 650 on 13th
February (previous maximum recorded 400-500). Pintail down
to 200 on 17th January and only eight on 13th February (previous maximum recorded 20-30) . Pintail were also in numbers
at Loch Leven at the time and were recorded from Peppermill
Dam for the first time (G.D., J .P .). There is a hitherto unrecorded concentration of Pintail in early spring on Tullibody
Island above the Kincardine Bridge. On 28th February their
numbers rose to 190, and two hours later 215 were seen north
of Grangemouth (as above) (T. Paterson).
A pair of Garganey A. querquedula, the first for Lewis, were
seen on a flooded field at Fivepenny Ness on 27th March
(W.A.J.C., A. McEachern, M.F.M.M.). A pair were at Hamilton Low Parks On 2nd April and a drake on the 16th (L.A.U .,
M. Forrester, D. Stalker, A. S. Temple).
Three Gadwall A. strepera at Quothquhan, Lanark, were the
first the observer has seen there (R.E.-H.) . The Edinburgh
wintering pair continue to be seen, mainly at Dunsappie
(latest date 13th April), but also at Figgate Pond (T.C.S., G.W.,
.M .LW.). On 30th March one was at sea off the Doonfoot, Ayr
(L.A.U.).
A female Scaup Aythya manla was at the mouth of the R
Endrick on 24th 'J anuary (W.U.F.). Goldeneye Bucephala
clangula have also been numerous. On 19th November 300+
at the sewer outfall at Stannergate, Dundee, is a recordabout 60 per cent were adult drakes. On 17th November there
were 200, and 250+ on 22nd December (H.B.). Off the Edinburgh coast in midwinter there are up to 700 at Seafield and
others elsewhere in smaller flocks (A.T.M.). On 14th December
800 flew east at Portobello (T.C.S.), possibly the total froIp.
this section of the coast. On 23rd March rather more than
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1,000 arrived at Musselburgh in the evening (90 per cent from
the direction of Portobello) between 1630 and 1830 hoursstill a few coming when observer left (J .B.). This eastward
movement may well be regular. A Long-tailed Duck Clangula
hyemalis was on Loch Ken on 20th March (M.F.M.M., A D.
Watson).
.
Smew Mergus albellus have been seen regularly at L. Arthur, Kirkcudbright, the latest date reported being 5th April,
when a "red-head" was still there (D. Lawson). A duck and a
drake were on Carlingwark Loch, Castle Douglas, on 21st
March (M. D. Walker). Numerous observers have seen a " redhead" at the Endrick mouth and an adult drake in the Hamilton area during the early months of the year. One "red-head"
was at Threipmuir On 6th February and 5th March (T.B.,
RW.J.S.), three near the sluice on Loch Leven in second week
of February and two on river below sluice on 24th February
(G.D.).
An albino Grey Lag Goose Anser anser was seen near Bridge
of Dee on 6th April. Size of accompanying Grey Lags ; pale
orange bill and flesh-coloured legs. Plumage dirty white, with
some brown markings on back (D. Lawson, A. McConnell). 43
Bean Geese A. fabalis were at Hule Moss, Berwick, on 7th
November (W.M.). A pale buffish-coloured goose, almost certainly a Pink-foot A. brachyrhynchus, was seen with Pink-feet
at East Fortune on 28th January and elsewhere later (A. Macdonald) and at Tynninghame on 28th February (T.B.,RW.J.S.).
On 6th December a pale-breasted Brent Goose Branta bernicLa hrota was seen with Pink-feet near Middleton, .M idlothian (W.B.). Two Barnacle Geese B. leucopsis were seen
with Pink-feet at Middleton on 29th October, and from 13th
November to 5th December a party of eight were with Pinkfeet in the same area (W.B., R Walker). One was seen with
Pink-feet at East Fortune on 28th January (A Macdonald)
and at Tynninghame On 28th February (T.B., RW.J.S.): the
presence of the pale Pink-foot (see above) shows that the same
flock was involved in the two cases.
An immature Bewick's Swan Cygnus columbianus bewickii
was with Mute Swans on Biggar boating pond from 16th
December until 11th January (RE.-H., Rona S. Hunter). A Mr
Murdoch reported an adult at the mouth of the Esk at Musselburgh on 20th April and AT.M. saw it there on the 21st.
On 16th January a Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos was
disturbed on Barra just after it had killed a Barnacle Goose;
this is the first eagle the observer has seen on the island
(Alick Ross). An Osprey Pandion haliaetus was found on 7th
April by J. Hoy at Tulliallan Loch, Fife : it was sitting on a
dead tree eating a fish . Later it was seen to catch a trout, and
the skin and bones of another were found below its perch. It
remained until the 10th.
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An interesting movement of Lapwings VaneHus vaneHus
was observed at various places on 27th/28th February:
Tynninghame, 28th. Continuous movement of small parties
up the coast northwards offshore and others heading inland
up the Tyne-several hundreds in all (RW.J.S.).
North Berwick, 27th, 3 to 5 p.m., strong S.W. wind, warm,
sky clear. Constant movement from Tantallon towards Craigleith "and due west. Small parties and usually low over the
water-hundreds in all. At least thirty Snow Buntings and
other passerines as well (T.C.S.).
Aberlady, 27th. Several parties offshore heading up Forth.
Fresh to strong S.W. wind. Perhaps return passage after a
cold spell (RW.J.S.).
Gladhouse, 28th. A few came in from the north (D. G .
Andrew).
A nest with one egg at Penicuik on 23rd March (W.J.E.).
A Grey Plover Charadrius squataroLa was seen at Hule
Moss, Berwickshire, on 20th September 1959 (W.M.). A great
flock of some 1,500 Golden Plover C. apricarius in every
grade of plumage was seen at Humbie, East Lothian, on 28th
March (A. Macdonald).
Ten Black-tailed Godwit Limosa Limosa were at the Nith
estuary, Glencc:ple, Dumfries, on 17th March and for about a
week after (E. L. Roberts). Seven at the mouth of R Endrick
on 24th April and six on 1st May (M. Forrester, D. Stalker).
A Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus was on the Clyde at
Quothquhan on 21st September (RE.-H.). A Spotted Redshank
T. erythropus is reported from Hule Moss on 20th September
(W.M.); two from Loch Leven on 21st September (apparently
the first record for Kinross) (T.B., RW.J.S.); and one near
Fraserburgh on 3rd March (T. G. H. Woods). A Greenshank
T. nebularia is reported from Islay on 25th or 26th January
1959 (1. Rainier) and one was seen at St Andrews and another on the Eden estuary on 1st February 1960 (B. Neath). A
Little Stint Calidris minuta was seen at Aberlady on 27th
September (David Hope).
On 22nd October at the mouth of the Galson River, Lewis,
A. McEachern saw four Grey Phalaropes Phalaropus fulicarius and two Red-necked P. lobatus: this was the day before
the "fantastic invasion" in the Isles of Scilly (British Birds
52: 439). A fresh headless male Grey Phalarope on the beach
at Gullane on 29th December may have been the one earlier
at Gullane Point (antea 1: 208). One, perhaps two, at Lundin
Links on 22nd January ('J. W. A. Hill).
On 19th and 22nd December a Scandinavian Lesser Blackbacked Gull Larus f. fuscus was seen at Drumpellier Loch,
near Coat bridge, Lanark (W. Stein) . The follow~ng Glaucous
Gulls L. hyperboreus (all immature) are reported : one, Loch
1960
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Fleet, Sutherland, 31st May 1959 (T. Hedley Bell); one at
Monifieth, Angus, on 30th January (B. Neath) ; two, · Loch
Indaal, Islay, 14th February (John Cameron, M.F.M.M.); one,
:::>alt~oats, Ayrshire, 12th lVlarch (G. Fraser); one, Stornoway,
29th March (W.A.J.C. , M.F.M.M.); one, .M allaig, 30th March,
and one, Dunbar, 17th April (M.F.M.M.). An Iceland Gull L.
gLaucoides was at Girdleness, Aberdeen, on 20th March (D. 1.
M. Wallace): one spent most of the winter in Stornoway Harbour and a second bird was there on 27th .M arch (W.A.J.C.,
M.F.M.M.).
On 30th January at Monifieth, Angus, there was a continuous stream of Little Gulls L. minutus moving east towards
the mouth of the Tay over at least three hours; well over 100,
probably 200, seen. About one in twenty was immature (B.
Neath). Two at Dundee on 29th March (C. M. Morrison), and
one at Gullane Point on 14th February (P. Gardiner, D. R.
Grant, R. P . Snodgrass, etc.).
A Black Tern ChLidonias niger was seen at Aberlady on
18th August (David Hope) and an exceptionally late Common
or Arctic Tern at Lundin Links on 7th November (R. S. Weir) .
Three pairs of Wood Pigeons CaLumba paLumbus and four
Long-eared Owls Asio otus have wintered in a small patch
of trees in Unst, Shetland, the former not having wintered
there before (S. T. Saxby).
A · Green Woodpecker Picus viridis at Quothquhan on 2nd
August is R. E.-H.'s first for the area. One at Colinton Dell on
3rd February is the first for that part of Edinburgh (W. Pryde
per 1. V. Balfour-Paul).
The three Continental Great Tits Par us m. major on the Isle
of May stayed over winter and, on 3rd April, five more arrived
and fought with them-all were caught as they bickered in
the trap (W.J.E.). Three also passed the winter in Unst (S. T.
Saxby). Cf. antea 1: 178 and 209.
A Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus, a rare visitor to Shetland, was at Baltasound, Unst, during the latter half of
March. A Ring Ouzel T. torquatus on 18th October at Garvald
Farm, Peebles-shire, was evidently from farther north, as
the local birds were all gone and the first Fieldfares arrived
then (W.B .).
A Stonech'at Saxicola torquata at Middleton Mains Farm,
Midlothian, from 11 th November until at least 26th December, is only the thkd the observer has seen in the area in
eight years (W.B.). A pair in Leith Docks, with a Robin, on
4th February (C.P.R.). A pair and another female on coast
opposite Fidra, East Lothian, 20th March (C. P . Ross). On
24th January, J.P. saw a male Black Redstart Phoenicurus
ochruros among huts in the W.D. enclosure at Longannet, Fife.
On 17th March a male Blackcap SyLvia atricapiHa was seen
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in a garden at Bearsd en, Dunba rtorish ire (G. E. R. Young
and anothe r was seen at Falkir k from 3rd March to 1st April:)
it fed on food put out on a window -sill (Mrs V. Meado ws) .
At the height of the frost on 15th Februa ry a Chiffch aff
PhyLLoscopus collybi ta appear ed in an Edinbu rgh garden (A.
P. lVIeikleJohn). One was seen near Libber ton, Lanark , on
March (M.F.M.M.). On 26th March one, which had appare13th
ntly
been presen t for a few days, was seen at Borve, Harris , and
on the 27th one was singing at Laxdal e, north of Storno way
(W.A.J .C., M.F.M .M.). On 3rd and 4th April one was seen
and heard at Dornoc h, and on the 9th one at Loch Evelix
three miles west of Dorno ch : these are only the observ er's,
third and fourth record s for S.E. Suther land (D. Macdo nald).
A Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubi tor was seen severa
times at Tarfsid e, Angus , betwee n Novem ber and Februa ryl
(cf. antea 1 : 212) and what was probab ly the same bird was
found dead in March (D. Jenkin s). Anoth er was seen on
numbe r of occasio ns betwee n 20th Januar y and 17th Marcha
near Thornh ill, Dumfr ies-shi re and was once heard to sing
(J. H. Swan) : what may have been the same bird was seen at
Durisd eer on 8th Februa ry (W.U.F.) . Other single birds have
been seen at milepo st 5 on the road from Stirlin g to Doune
On 31st March (W.J .E.); one near Loch Mhor, betwee n Inverness and Fort Augus tus, on 16th April (R. E.-H.); and one between Brodic k and Lamla sh , Arran, on 16th and 17th April
(D. Stalke r).
Eight or ten Siskin s Cardue lis spin'Us were in the Royal
Botani c Garden , Edinbu rgh, on 12th Februa ry and single birds
for a few days after (Jane Sandem an). About sixty Twites
were at Longa nnet, Fife, on 7th Januar y and twenty at Culross on the 10th (P.G .R.B.). RE.-H . saw an immat ure male
Crossb ill Loxia curviro stra at Quoth quhan, Lanark , On 2nd
May 1959 and there were about twelve there, includ ing two
adult males, on 30th July 1959.
Betwe en twenty and thirty Bramb lings were in a field by
Loch Ardinn ing (W. Stirlin g) on 25th Januar y and 26 there
on 13th Februa ry (W.U.F.), and about twenty near Crawfo rdjohn on 4th April (D. Lawso n, A. .JVIcConnell) . On 21st February one visited the Scottis h Centre for Ornith ology (G.W.,
M.LW.) and there was a great flock of over 1,000 on 20th
March at Mount Lothia n, Midlot hian (RW.J .S.) .
A small flock of Snow Buntin gs Plectr ophena x nivalis was
in the ground s of Jordan hill Colleg e, Glasgo w, on 13th February (C. M. Morris on); eight on the north shore at Troon on
22nd Februa ry (R M. Ramag e, J . Shank s) : and one-a new
bird for the localit y-in Hamil ton Low Parks on 13th March
(D. Lawso n, A. McCon nell).
A flock of 200 Tree Sparro ws Passer monta nus on 24th J an-
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uary at Crichton Castle, Midlothian, is very large for the
area (C. K. Mylne).

SH OR T

NOT E S

(The note on the Scarlet Grosbeak is published through the
kindness ef the Editors of British Birds).
BITIERN IN ROXBURG HSHIRE
A Bittern Botaurus steLlaris was reported at a small pond
near Riddell, Roxburghshire, on 27th January 1960. I visited
the area on 31st January and received an excellent description
ef the bird from a farmer who had had a clear view of it
standing in open water. He telephoned me next morning that
he had seen it again, so I hurried out, taking some fish offal,
since natural food would be scarce, there having been a
heavy snowfall since its first appearance. Evt!!ntually, a lighter
"tuft of grass" by the pondside proved to be the Bittern
crouching down with neck retracted, only the streaks on the
long neck feathers giving it away. The beak was held vertically. When a shepherd approached the neck was suddenly
extended, the beak still vertical, and so it remained until a
noisy tractor came near, whereupon the Bittern stalked into
me cover of willowherb stems in slow motion and hunched
attitude, giving me a view of green legs and long feet.
On 4th February it could not be found, but at the place
where it was last seen was a heap of jelly on the grass and,
poking among this, I discovered a group of unlaid frog's eggs
without covering jelly. It seems probable that a frog had been
gutted, perhaps by the Bittern. It is an early date for a frog
and too early for spawn this year.
The last local record was in December 1947 when a Bittern
was found dead in Yarrow, Selkirkshire.
ARTHUR J. SMITH.
STELLER'S EIDER IN SUTHERLAND
In bright sunshine on the afternoon of 22nd September 1959
we were looking at ducks from the roadside at the south-east
corner of Loch Fleet, near Dornoch, SutheTland. The tide was
in and there were many common Eiders Somateria moUissima
swimming quite near us. A.W. noticed that one duck, only
about 150 yards from the road, seemed unusually dark and
also had a prominent purple speculum edged with bright
white bars. Near this bird a very white common Eider was
swimming as well as another duck with a purple speculum:
(this was a common Eider ;·see followiRg Rote.-Eo.). All three
were away from the main mass of Eiders. When P.G. saw the
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first duck swimming away from him, he said that it looked like
a Tufted Duck Aythya fuliguLa. D.J .'s first comment was that
it looked like a small edition of a cross between a common
Eider and a Mallard Anas platyrhynchos.
We watched these birds with binoculars for the next quarter of an hour and were able to get within a hundred yards
of them by walking down to the water's edge. The first bird
was about the size of a Tufted Duck and was less mottled,
much darker and much smaller than the common Eider females nearby. It sat very high on the water, with head and
tail erect like a Tufted Duck. The speculum on its wing was
a dark purple edged with tw o clear white bands, and it had a
slight sheen in the sun unlike the matt surface of the rest of
the plumage. The head was more delicate than a common
Eider's and the bill more slender. Like most species of duck
the bird had a fairly steep forehead , and the head and bill
did not give that characteristic flattish impression given by
the common Eider. This impression in the common Eider is
heightened by the strip Qf feathers runnilng far forward below
the forehead , a strip absent in our bird. These characters were
so distinct that we considered the bird to be a Steller's Eider
SHORT NOTES
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Polysticta stelleri.
PHILIP GLAZIER.
DAVID JENKINS.
J AMES ROBERTsoN-J USTICE.
AOAM WATSON.

LITTLE CRAKE IN SHETLAND
During April ' 1959 a male Little Crake Porzana parva was
picked up dead on the shore of a small loch at Uayeasound
in the south part of Unst. One side of this loch is only about
twenty-five yards from the sea, the other is bordered by hayfields. The prevailing wjnds during the month had been
southerly. The identification of the bird was confirmed by Mr
George Waterston and the bird is now in the Royal Scottish
Museum.
S . T. SAXBY.
SLENDER-BILLED CURLEW IN SCOTLAND
On 25th February 1960 some boys appeared at my door,
carrying a curlew-like bird, and Robert Robertson of Avoch,
Easter Ross, explained how he had seen this bird probing
about in the snow in his garden as if looking for food. When
he approached it, it walked away, making no attempt to fly,
and, in the enclosed space of the garden, a capture was easily
made. A single glance at the carried bird showed me that
here was no ordinary curlew: the Whimbrel size, the absence
of Whimbrel headstripe, the bill more slender at the base
than the Whimbrel's, combined with the grey colour to make
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the identification of the bird as certainly a Slender-billed
Curlew Numenius tenuirostris, and a detailed examination
confirmed this.
Most of the feathers of the bird had considerable areas of a
light colour, which gave the impression of a bird much lighter
in tint than common Curlew N. arquata or Whimbrel N. phaeopus.
Head feathers were grey, white fringed; mantle brown-grey
with white fringes; rump white with some spotted feathers ;
underparts pure white, spotted on the flanks with very definite and mostly heart-shaped sepia marks. These marks tailed
out almost completely on the belly. Primaries were dark
brown and the upper tail was barred brown and white.
A few measurements were taken: Length of bird, 385 mm. ;
wing, 255 mm.; beak, 80 mm. (From Handbook data' a female).
I could find no injury, but the bird was suffering from
hunger and exhaustion, as if it had flown a great distance beyond its strength. The open shore seemed to give it the best
chance of rest and food , so I asked Mr John Macintosh next
door to ring the bird and release it there. Later, after confirming the identification, he told me that on the shore, the
curlew seemed unwilling to move, but soon had disappeared
entirely. Had it turned up dead upon the shore I think I should
have heard of it. This is the first record for Scotland of this
species.
JOHN LEES.

(The Rev. Mr Lees submitted a typical feather from the
underparts of this bird. Although the heart-shaped mark was
not precisely identical with that illustrated in The Handbook
(vol. 4, 179), it was very similar, and examination of skins of
tenuirostris and other curlews in the Royal Scottish Museum
show that there can be no doubt about the correctness of his
identification. We can see exactly what Mr Lees means by its
looking "grey, not brown." The centres of the mantle feathers
in tenuirostris are a less intense brown that in the two common species, arquata and phaeopus (Curlew and Whimbrel),
but more striking are the broader, paler grey fringes.-En.)
PECTORAL SANDPIPER IN DUNBARTONSHIRE
On 18th October 1959, on the Dunbartonshire bank of the
river Endrick at the point where it enters Loch Lomond, I
flushed a small wader from the edge of a small pond fringed
with persicaria. It ·flew off a short distance with a tritt-tritt
call. Approachin g its new resting place I saw it was slightly
larger -than a Dunlin, with long greeny yellow legs, a very
obvious bib and a long neck with 'smallish head.
The head was brown with dark streaks and pale eyestripe;
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bill dark, slightly down-curved and pale at base ; back brown
with ashy-edged feathers, like a scaly Ruff PhiLomachus pugnax; also on the back was a very distinct V marking; brt!ast
greeny yellow, with brown streaks and speckles ending in an
apron very white below; tail black in the centre, white at the
sides.
On several occasions I found myself being watched by the
bird, which stretched its neck, peered at me and ducked down
out of sight again. It showed a distinct preference for the
grassy persical'ia-edged pond.
I have no doubt that the bird was a Pectoral Sandpiper
Calidris melanotos.
M. FORREsTER .
(This is the locality where the only other record of the
species for the Clyde area was made, in 1882; see McWilliam,
Birds of the Firth of CLyde , p . 117-En.).
COLLARED DOVE IN PERTHSHIRE
On 16th February a Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto
entered the loft of a local pigeon fancier near Faskally, Pitlochry. The bird was brought to me and fully recovered, its
identity in the meantime being confirmed by Dr James
Campbell. It was released on 27th March in perfect health,
when ' it flew strongly and high to a fir wood about a quarter
of a mile away and was then lost to view. The delay in setting
it free was due to it having moulted all its tail feathers en
bloc, perhaps as a result of its hardships before it reached me.
New quills, however, appeared almost immediately and were
in use for several days .before its release.
J. A. STUART .
(Mr Stuart has enclosed several of the moulted tail feathers
which leave no doubt as to the bird's identity. This record
is of considerable interest in showing how often the Collared
Dove -arrives in a new locality in an exhausted condition (cf.
antea 1: 190) and also shows how much this species is dependent on human support; but although the Collared Dove is likely
now to turn up unexpectedly anywhere in Scotland, observers
should be reminded of the existence of the very similar Barbary Dove S . risoria, a species only known in captivity, which
has a black neck ring like the Collared, but differs from it in
its more sandy colouration, in its pale primaries, and in the
lack of a black base to the underside of the tail feathers. Its
call also differs, that of the Collared Dove being a Wood
Pigeon-like coo-COO-coo. The possibility of the Barbary Dove
appearing in strange localities in the same way as the Collared Dove is illustrated by the fact that one arrived tailless
and exhausted at Port Ellen, Islay, at the en<i 9f QGtQber 1~~~,
-En.).
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SNOWY OWL IN KINCARDINESHIRE
On 3rd March I travelled from Aberdeen to Dundee by way
of Cairn 0' Mount. Over the summit (1488 feet a.s.l.), with the
ice hacked 'back to the roadsides, I stopped and scanned the
rising ground to the west. Some four or five hundred yards
away there was a large pale bird beating along the broken
ground. With 8x40 binoculars I saw that it was not only pale
but white-not detergent white, but rather like the other girl
in the advertisement. As it flapped and glided slowly towards
me I saw the obvious head of an owl. Once it rested on a
boulder, then on its fairly l'Ow-flying way. It was big-Buzzard
size-and, as it neared, it seemed whiter. The upper wing was
flecked irregularly with pale, milk chocolate marks-particularly in mid section. The head, tail and back were white: I
could see the feet. Once the bird flipped over to pass behind
some rocks and I saw the underwing and belly-white and
unmarked. I know the Short-eared Owl; this was lighter and
bigger. In all I watched it for five minutes, broken by the
excursions it made behind the folds in the terrain, and it finally climbed high over the hill to the west. I take it that the
bird was a Snowy Owl Nyctea scandiaca.
A. S . TEMPLE.
CHOUGH IN ARGYLL
On a day between 30th May and 13th 'J une 1959 my wife
and I saw a bird which we are convinced was a Chough Coracia pyrrhocorax on a cliff face about a quarter of a mile north
of Gannavan Sands, near Oban. Its unusual boisterous note
first attracted me and, as it was disturbing the foliage of the
creeper covering the cliff, I was able to focus my glasses on
the spot before the bird showed itself. In size it resembled a
Jackdaw, certainly no smaller, and its plumage was shiny
bluish black. Its head was slightly elongated with a very bold
eye and the most striking feature was its long, slightly downcurved bill, which was bright orange red. I was unable to see
the bird's legs because of its position.
JOHN WHYTE.

(On 20th January 1960 a Chough was seen at Blairgowrie
(Mrs Jean Hodge per Henry Boase) but, since it alighted in a
garden, we cannot help thinking that it must have been an
escape from captivity.-En.).
DUSKY THRUSH IN ARGYLL
Just before the end of 1959 a strange bird arrived in our
garden at Port Appin, Argyll. Although ravenously hungry,
it was most wild and shy. It was in a very battered and stormtossed condition. At first glance I thought it was a Redwing
Turdus musicus, then the larger build, black breast, feathers
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with white edges and outstanding white eye-stripe sent me
running for the bird-books. I just did not know what to look
for, but eventually found that the description of the Dusky
Thrush Turdus eunomus tallied exactly with the bird I had
seen. Neither my husband nor I are "out for rare birds" and
so decided to say nothing about it, as we felt that people might
think we were imagining things, but, when we heard on the
wireless of one having been seen by experts, I decided to
write to the B.B.C. about it.
In size the Dusky Thrush was smaller than a Mistle Thrush
T. viscivOTUS, but a more robustly built bird than the Song
Thrush T. ericetorum; it resembled the Redwing rather than
either of them. It had a white (not cream or buff) eyestripe .
Under the body could be described as white, but the breast
and sides were definitely streaked with black. There was noticeable rufous colouration on the rump and the quills appeared to be bordered with rufous. When it took flight the rufous
shade under the wings was easily seen.
CATHERINE McLENNAN.

(We agree with Mrs McLennan's identification of this 'bird
as a Dusky Thrush; there can be no possibility of confusion
with a Redwing-a species which she knows well. Another
bird of the same species was found in Co. Durham in the
same month (British Birds 53: 96). The· only other Scottish
record of the Dusky Thrush is placed in square .brackets in
The Birds of Scotland.-Eo.).
YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER IN LEWIS
W. A. J . Cunningham writes: "On 10th November 1959, Mr
A. McEachern, Principal Keeper at the Butt of Lewis lighthouse, telephoned to say that there was a Yellow-browed Warbler PhyLloscopus inornatus in his garden. His description
tallied with The Field Guide in characteristics and behaviour
and' he is not unfamiliar with the bird , having handled one
in Wales. He had been within six feet of it and at once noticed
its small size, flycatcher-like flight and two wing-bars."
(We have since had the opportunity of discussing this occurrence with Mr McEachern personally and are convinced
that it is correct.-Eo.).
ALBINO MEADOW PIPIT IN BENBECULA
On 26th May 1957, near Loch Torcusay, Benbecula, my wife
and I discovered an albino pipit which was completely pale
caje-au-lait in colour. We both had excellent views (x12 binoculars) of this bird in flight, and from a few yards when it
perched on a fence . No obvious markings could be seen in its
plumage, so that it appeared of a uniform shade. Its legs
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were pale pinkish and the eye dark; both its voice and its size
were those of the Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis. The albino
was mildly mobbed at times by two or three normally plumaged Meadow Pipits collecting food for nestlings, but it 'Was
not in any way deterred, and, in fact , on occasions appea.red
to be attempting to court one of them.
~ ;j
Since albino pipits are infrequent this observation s~eins
to be worthy of record and it is of interest that a somewhat
similar individual w.as recorded on 1st August 1958 on the
Isle of May by Donald Watson (antea 1: 43).

J AMES W.
SCARLET GROSBEAKS ON FOULA

CAMP BELL.

.'

On 2nd September 1959 a Scarlet Grosbeak Carpodacus erythrinus appeared in a small croft garden at the south end of
Foula, which also contained Crossbills, two Barred Warblers
and an "impossible" Acrocephalus---:probably a Marsh Warbler. It was watched at close range for a long time. First seen
front view, very close, a drab brown bird, not unlike a heavily
built Twite with uniform thin streaking on the sides of the
grey-bwwn breast, and a large steely sparrow-like beak. In
side view it was a featureless bird, except for the two well
delineated but very narrow bars on the closed wing, and the
Tather large and beady eye. In flight over short distances it
was very sparrow-like, 'but with a forked tail, and flight rather '
undulating.
This bird was seen regularly in the same place up to the
evening of 5th September, but on that day an identical bird
appeared a mile further north in a cabbage-patch-first seen
in the morning and still there the next day, when the other
bird had gone.
JOHN Boys.

Obituary
THE LATE SAMUEL BRUCE
With the passing of Sammy Bruce at the age of eighty-one,
Shetland has lost a great character and many bird-watching
visitors to the islands have lost a staunch friend.
Bruce was a native of Whalsay and a boat-builder by trade.
Among the boats which he and the late Peter Tulloch built
was the Soldian, formerly owned by Mr G , Theo Kay, a yacht
which t ook many keen bird-watchers on island trips. In Lerwick everyone knew Sammy, with his old-fashioned "Shetlandtype" moustache and his keen blue eyes, During the migration
periods he was often to be seen peering over garden walls
into shrubberies wi th his small telescope, seeing whether there

1960

OBITUARY

241

were any "streenge birrds" about. He had a life-long interest
in ornithology and was a first-class taxidermist.
His contributions to Shetland ornithology are considerable .
His outstanding achievements were the addition to the Scottish
List of the Greenish Warbler (1945) and the Collared Flycatcher (1947), while his Red-flanked Bluetail (1947) was the first
for Britain. Bruce was an Honorary Member of the S.O.C. and
a Life Member of the B.O.U. In June 1947 he attended the
joint B.O.U./S .O.C. Conference in Edinburgh.
G.W.

The Invasion of Waxwings Bombydlla garrulus in Scotland in October an'd November 1959
ANDREW T. MACMILLAN
INTRODUCTION . When th e editors of "British Birds" r efe r to Waxwings almost di sdainfull y as a "now perennial subject" one almost f eels
th at some excuse is needed for publishing a mere summary of reco rd s.
This is the fourth successive winter in which there has b ee n a sizeable
invasion but, in spi te of this unprecede nt ed series of Waxwing-years, it
sho uld not be assumed that we ca n -look fo r further annual irruptions.
Furthermore, no two invasions seem to follow Quite the same pattem,
and thi s o ne was certainly strikin gly different from those of the previous
three win ter s. It th er efo re seems worth putting 'down some comments on
th e invasion while it is still fr esh in mind, and also by way of thankin g
th e very large numb er o f observers who have se nt in reco rds and who
are 0 numerous that there is unfortunately too little space to mention
th em by name.
THE INVASION . There were two ea rly reports of Waxwings see n in
the northern isles before th e general invasion of Scotland; a single bird
in Kirkwal1 from the end of August (antea 1 :204) and a number observed
in Uns t during September a nd Octobe r. These reco rds have not been included in the va rious tables and analyses of th e invasion.
There were few oth er r ecord s until th e last two days of October.
The ea rli es t r epo rt comes from Pitlochry-a place much favoured b y
th e vVaxwings thi s winter-where an obse rver who had Waxwings in
the garden fo r six weeks up to 15th April 1959 heard them again on 22nd
Octobe r and saw 5 two davs late r . The first few arrived at Thurso and
Banchor y about this time, and two were see n at Glassel on the 27th.
The invasio n r eall y go t under way o n Friday 30th Octobe r when a
si ngle Waxwing was seen at Dornoch. and th ere were 30 at Killin. On
the last day of th e month 10 were at Gullan e-in th e usual gard en-six
a t Com rie, an d odd birds a t Fair I sle. Easter Ogil, and o n th e I sle of
Canna. Th e o nly o th er record fo r October ,vas o f one in New1:yle at th e
end of the m onth.
From Is't to 25th Novembe r th ere were fir st r eports from various places
each day; thereafter there are very few reco rds o f new arrivals. A large
proportion of th e r ecord s came in answer to letters in the "Glasgow H er ald" and "Scotsman" on 20th a nd 24th November re spectively. V ery f ew
lett er< were r eceived a ft er th e first flood of r eplies in spite of individual
appeals fo r infon11ation sen t to all corresponden ts. Thi s was in complete
cont rast to last year when not es came tri cklin g in fo r months and man y
ohse rvers wro te ~eve ral times. That th e Waxwin gs did no t linge r an y-
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where for lon g is clear both from the abrupt end to thi s correspondence
and from fhc no t es sent in. Thi s was the most striking feature of the
invasion when compared with those of recent winters. There seems little
doubt that th e rea son for it was a ge neral sho rt~ ge of berries in Scot·
land . Thus th ere would be nothing to induce the birds to pause in their
irruption-type migration (sec Svardson: "British Birds," 1957 :314-343).
One is led to speculate whether they continue towards the south-wes t
until th ey are lost in the Atlantic. In that case one might expect repo rt s
from Ireland a nd perhaps from ships at sea. Even in a normal yea r it is
very difficult to get any direct observation of th e departure of the birds
- th ey just seem to fade away. Professor M. F. M. Meiklejohn has suggested to me that this fourth invasion in three years may be the last
meantime; he suggests that ve ry few of the birds which r eached Scotland
are likely to survive the winter and return to th eir breeding haunts this
time.
The following tabl e lists the places where new arrivals or increases
were noted each day during November; th e number of birds is give n in
brackets. Much data cannot, of course, be tidily fitted into this tabl e,
and th er e is naturaIly no gua rant ee that the birds had arrived o n the
dates when they were fir t seen and repo rt ed, but the table does give
the impression of a steady movement into and through the country.
There i no obvious peak day for new arrivals, and it wil! be noted
that the dates for which th e most records have been lis ted were usually
at the week-end.
ARRIVAL OF WAXWINGS IN NOVEMBER 1959-.For earlier rec·
ords see above. This table includes only accurately dated observations,
though th ere is no gua rant ee that the birds actually arrived on thes e
dates. A plus sign indicates an increased count at a place where Waxwings were already present.
Ist-Poolewe (2) Stonehaven (15) Invergow rie (12) Kinnoull (7) Aberlady (1S) Buchlyvie (4) Houston (5) Bridge of Weir (1) Isle of Cumbrae (6) Sannox. Arran (4 & 6) Girvan (5 & 2).
2nd-Fo rres (1) Pitlochry (+20) St Andrews (1) N. Berwick (IS)
Haddington (6) Loganlea (7) Greenock (6).
3rd-Kirkwall (6) Isle of May (3) Levenha11 (14).
4th-Dornoch (+7) Ardgay (25) Aberdeen (1) Dundee (-) Kingoodic
(-).
5th-Unst (I) Findhorn (20) Edinbu rgh (7 & 5) Glasgow (2) Maidens
(1) Haugh of Urr (I).
6th-Golspie (7) UIlapool (1) Forres (+30) Crianlarich (12) Oban (1)
Galashiels (1).
7th-Voe (-) Golspie (+lS) Cromarty (12) Nairn (25) Old Meldrum (1)
Montrose (7) Pitlochry (+ +) Elie (1) Barnacarry (2) Chapelton (2)
Corrie, Arran (1) Moniaive (14).
Sth-Inverness (20) Ellon (2) Laurencekirk (2) Cupar (3) Dysart (1)
Kirkcaldy (30) Coldingham (2).
9th-Balintore (2) Pitlochry (+) Lochore (3) Stirling (4) Bearsden (2)
Uplawmoor (1) Dumfries (15).
lOth-Munlochy (2) Poyntzfield (6) Connel (2) St Andrews (+ 7) Crail
(5) Dunbar (6) Castle Douglas (14) .
II th-Avoch (3) Stornoway (1) Borve (1) Ullapool (+ 10) Ardrishaig (7)
Kilmacolm (-) Gou rock (15.
12th-LerwicK (1) Plockton (1) Rhum (4) Torphins (4) Strathtay (1)
Coshieville (1) Rathillet (12) Milngavie (1).
13th-Wick (1) Huntly (1) Rosyth (ll).
14th-Nigg (1) Aberfeldy (6) Largo (1) E. Linton (6) ilL Tarbert (5).
15th-Plocktoll (+6) Aviemore (1) Kingussie (2) Killiecrallkie (3)
Broughty Fer ry (12) Polmont (1).
16th-Helmsdale (2) Evanton (50) Gairloch (1) Aviemore (+3) Milton
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of Balgonie (5) Duns (2) Lochmaben (6) DaIry, Kirkcudbrightshire
(4r
17th-Arbroath (12) Kilmelford (15) Isle of May (2) Milnathort (25)
Mauchline (30).
18th-Callander (8) Selkirk (2) Caerlaverock (1).
19th-Rogart (12) Aviemore (+ 13) Benmore, Dunoon (1).
2Oth-Appin (4) Newton Mearns (1) Kilmarnock (2) Ayr (9).
21st-Lybster (I} Skye (6) Coupar Angus (2) Dalmally (1) C rarae (? 15)
Grangemouth (1) Ay ton (1) Reston (2) Earlston (40) Greenlaw (6)
Dumfries (+ +) Caerlaverock (15).
22nd-Invennan (1) Rattray (2) St Andrews (+20) Inverkeithing (2) S.
Queensferry (15) Heiton (2) Ga ttonside (2) Galashiels (+ 10) Biggar
(6) Kilmarnock (+6) Langholm (7).
23rd-Scourie (2) St Boswells (2).
24th-Invergordon (3) Dyce (1) Peterculter (2) Lochgilphead (3) Eyemouth (1) Hawick (1).
25th-Barcaldine (6) Dirleton (3).
26th & 27th28th-Pitcaple (+7).
29th-Burntisland (-).
3OthAs in many past years, it is most noticeable that some of the earliest
records are from the west of the country--on 1s t November for example.
On th e othe r hand there was a definite pause before more than odd
birds reached the Solway area. The biggest, though not the first, influx
in the sout h-west appears to have been on 21st November when Waxwings were seen in ove r a dozen si tes about Dumfries. On the same day
they were also noted elsewhere in the Solway area, numbers increased
in Ayr., and they were seen in a number of places in Berwickshire.
LARGE FLOCKS. No exceptionally big flocks were reported except
for one, mentioned in the "Inverness Courier" on 24th November 1959,
which arrived at Fort Augustus one day the previous week and fell to
devouring the elder and cotoneaster berries. There were over 2(X) birds
in this flock. In previous year s there has also been evidence of movement
south-west down the Great Glen . The dates on which large flocks were
seen are fairly complete so that it is perhaps worth listing all those of
more than about 20 birds. The following table indicates the approximate
numbers in the flocks and the dates on which they were first seen in
such numbers. The popularity of flocks of 25 to 30 birds is rather striking.
30th Oct.~Killin (28)
2nd Nov.-Pitlochry (25)
4th Nov.-Ardgay (25)
6th Nov.-Forres (30)
7th Nov.-Golspie (25) Nairn (25)
8th Nov.-Kirkcaldy (30)
9th Nov.-Pitlochry (now up to 60)
c. 11th Nov.-Earlsferry (35)
14th Nov.-Kilmacolm (25)
16th Nov.-Evanton (SO)
17th Nov.-Milnathort (25) Mauchlinc (30)
c. 18th Nov.-Fort Augustus (200)
21st Nov.-Earlston (30) Ayr (40)
22nd Nov.-St Andrews (30)
There is onc further r ecord--of 50 at Cardoness near Gatehouse of
Fleet on 12th or 13th January. The presence of these birds when there
were few Waxwings anywhere in the country, may have been connected
with a remarkable hard-weather movement about thi s time which is
mentioned in "B ritish Birds" (1960:141).
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LATE RECOR DS. A mere 20 reports (% birds) r efer to
Waxwin gs
see n after the end of Novemb er. In -Decemb er th ere were
12 repo rts (32
birds); in January , 6 repo rts (59 birds ~nc1udin g th e Hock
of 5~ at Cardoness) ; in Februar y, 3 reports (lO birds) . Because some
present at the end ot one ,month and the s tart of the next birds were
do no t agree with th e to tals g iven above. The ] anuary th ese figures
r
from A berd ee n (1 o n 8th ) ln vergowr ie (Ion 9th, 11th & 20th)eco rds come
Dundee (-l
u n 29th) E dinburg h (2 on 15th) Eskban k (Ion 6th) and Cardone
12th o r 13th). In Februar y Waxwin gs were seen in lnvergo ss (50 on
w rie (5 on
6th) Dundee (4 o n 14th) and Burnsid e, Ruth erglen (a si
ngle bird-th e
last repo rted--on 20th & 21st) .
DISTR IBUTIO N . These . meagre to tals for the la ter months
of th e
winter s ho uld be compa red with a grand to tal of ove r 400
r epo rts which
were received r eco rdin g m ore than 2.100 birds. A summar
y of these
r ecord s is g iven at th e end of this paper, and it will be
come from all ove r the co untry. High totals com!,!, as one seen that they
mainly from the east coas t, but the . large number s r epo wo uld expect,
rted from the
Clyde and Solway Faunal Areas are notewor thy. Rela tively
birds were repo rt ed from th e w es t than last winter, and many more
th ese r eco rd s co nfirm that the Waxwin gs did no t linge r fo the dates of
r
way across Scotlan d. This invas io n seems to have been on lo ng on their
than the previou s three, and the relative sho rtness of it a large r scale
heighte ned the
impress ion o ne go t of this at the time.
When Baxter & Rinto ul compile d "The Geograp hical Distribu
tion of
Birds in Sco tland" (1928) th ey s ub-divid ed th e Faunal Areas
into 50 smaller areas. They had reco rds of Waxwin gs for o f Sco tland
43 of these
areas, and b y 1939 th ey had added a , further 3 in their
annual lis t s of
addition s. Only Kinross and the isla nds o f St Kilda, Bute,
and Arran
were Waxwin gless. In their repo rt on "the Migrati on of
Waxwin
Scotlan d , 1946" (Edinbu rg h, 1947) th e same authors give record gs into
s for the
Island of Bute. This winter there are several records from
the I sle of
Arran which seem to be the first; and the r epo rts from
Kinross would
appear to be the first for that county so that only St Kilda
still awaits
th e arrival of its first Waxwin g.
Thi s winter, Waxwin gs were r eco rd ed in no fewer than
44 of the
SO areas; th e o nly a r eas in which no ne was seen being St
Sutherla nd, West Inverne ss (a rath e r small area), SouthKilda, North
Inverness,
Banff (but if o n e includes with Banff th e small part of
Aberdee nshire
in th e_Mora y Basin th ere are two reco rds), and West Stirling
.
On 19th Novemb er 1959 a dead Waxwin g was picked up
in
bearing a Stockho lm ring YM 3496. This bird had been ringed Kirkcald y
when fullg rown, n ear Kalix in th e Norrbot ten district of no rthern
(65.51 N,
23.08 E ) . Miss E. P. L each repo rts that this is the first Sweden
British r ecovery
of a fo r eign-rin g ed Waxwin g.
FOOD. In spite of the general scarcity of berries in Scotland
this winter, Waxwin gs were not recorde d taking other food to
any great extent. Their favo urite ber ry, as in th e past two winters was
coton eas ter
(116 repo rts). There are quit e a few · record s for ro~e
hip s (40) and
berbui s (31) but th c only othe r fruits o f any significa nce
were apples
(11) and haws (10). A few ,observe rs named the species
o
visited and th e to tal includes five reco rds each of horizon talisf coton eas tcr
sii and si ng le reco rd s of jrigida and prostrat a. The berberis and simon.
r eco rds include two each o f thunber gii and wilsonii .
'rhe excep tio nally sunny summer of 1959 may account fo
be1l1g able to fi nd pears (4) still on the trees in Fo rres, r Waxwin gs
Huntly, Edinburgh and Stevens ton. O th er berries and fruits mention
ed were elder
(3) , prive t (3), ho neysuck l e (2), rowan (2), bramble (2), viburnu
m (2)includin g th e yellow berries of v . opalis sterile jructa luteo)
escallon ia
(2), h o lly (1) , juniper (1 ) and crab apple (1) .
'
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In Shetland, where berries are hard to find at the best of times, Waxwings were seen taking the fruit of St John's-wort at Voe, and feeding
on sc rap s in Lerwick with a group of Starlings. In Aberdeen one took
brown bread put out on the lawn, and even fed it to another-possibly
an immature bird. In St Andrews sul tanas were taken. Young willow
buds were tried at Kilmelford but the bird did not appear to like them.
In their breeding haunts Waxwings freely tak c insects but this is an
unusual item in thcir winter diet in this countr:.:. Birds seen at Nigg in
eldcr bushes and at M ontrosc on a damson trcc were thought to he
sca rchin g for and taking insects, but it is difficult to be quite certain as
both elder and damson might be visited in search of the fruits.
SUMMARY OF RECORDS. In this list a " report" means each sepparate group o r movement reported by each observer. Thus, where th e
same birds have been reported independently by more than one obse rve r,
they count as more than onc "report." So far as possible, each bird has
been counted only once in the total column. Where observers have not
given exact counts of the birds, estimates have been made and the total
for that place has been shown in brackets.

ORKNEY & SHETLAND
Shetland
*Unst
Voe
Lerwick
Fair I.le
Orkney
llKirkwall

Earliest
reco rd

No. of Total No.
reports of birds

5 Nov.

I
(5)
I
2

7 Nov.
12 Nov.
31 Oct.

6

3 Nov.

5
15
31 Oct.
*A number were seen in Unst during September and October.
1l0ne was seen in Kirkwall for about a week at the end
of August and beginning of September (antea 1 :2(4).
Both these early reco rds have been left out of all thc
totals as they do not seem to belong to the main
invasion.
OUTER HEBRIDES
11 Nov.
1
Borve, South Harris
I
II Nov.
Stornoway, Lewis
1
c. 20 ov.
Leurbost, Lewis
NORTH COAST &
CAITHNESS
Caithness
Thurso
Wick
Lybstcr

MORAY BASIN
Sutherland
Dornoch
Go1spie
}3 ro ra

\1 Nov.

3

3

.J
I
I

S
I
I

Co

6

7

c. 2S Oct.

3
3
1

12
2S
(5)

300ct.
6 Noy.
early Nov.

2S Uct.
13 No\".
21 Nu ,'.
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Helmsdale
RO!lart
Rosa
Ardgay
Cro marty
Balintore
Munlochv
Poyntzfield
Avoch
NiggEvanton
Invergordon
Inverne ••
Invernes s
Aviemore
Kingus sie
Fort Augu tus
Nairn
Nairn
Moray
Forres
Findhorn
Lossiemouth
E lgin
Aberdeen
Huntly

2
12

16 Nov.
19 Nov.

25
12
2
2
5
3
2
3

4
7
9
10
10
11
14
16
24

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

I

25
22
2
200

8
15
15
c. 18

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

3

25

5
4
I
3

35
20
2
12

2

2

49

505

50
8
3
1

7 Nov.

2
5
early
c. 10

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

13 Nov.

--30 Oct.

DEE

Aberdeen
Aberdeen
Ox ne
E llon
Kintore
Old Mcldr ulll
Pitcaple
T o rphins
Culter
Dyce
Peterculter
Kincardine
Banchory
Glassel
Sto nehavcn
TAY
Kincardine
Laurencekirk
Angu.
ewtyle
Easter Ogil
Invergowrie
Dundee
M o ntrosc
Forfar

I1
I

4
7
8
early
earl y
ea rly
12
c. 15
c. 18
24

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

1
1
1

30
1
2
(5)
I
8
4
1
4
2

3
1
3

(30)
2
22

c. 25 Oct.
27 Oct.
1 Nov.

28

112

Co

I
I

I
2
I

3
2
3
5
3
1

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
ov.

2S Oct.

2

8 Nov.

5
9

Oct.
31 Oct.
7 Nov.
4 Nov.
7 Nov.
early Nov.

20

18
(20)

(5)

1t1

::i.

248

\\-.-\\\ \ T'GS
~I o nificth

Broughty fcrry
Arbroath
Ki r ricmllir
T ca ling
Perth
l'itlochry

J.': i Il i 11
Comric
]{ osc ll1o unt
KinnouIl
Kingoodic
Crianlari ch
Bridge of Tilt
Cos hi eviIle
S t rathta,Aherfeld-\"
KiIliccra;1kie
\ollpar Angu s
Rattra,Fife
Newburgh
·~ St Andrews
Cuoar
Gatesidc
Rath iIlet

2

1(8)

I
I
I
I

8
12
12
1
(5)

8

75

I
I
1
I
1

30

3

I
1

12
12
1
1
6
1:;
2
2

3
17

(+5)

2

1
1
1
2

I
1
1

6

11
8
(5)

13

3
7

1+

c. 10
15
17
mid
early

:\o v.
:\ov.
Ko,·.
Ko\".
Dec.

h ea rd 22 Qc t.
see n 24 Oc!.
30 Qct.
31 Oct.
c. cn d Qct.
1 Kov.
5 Ko,·.
6 K o,·.
ca rh- Xo v.
i 2 Ko,-.
12 :\ov.
14 Ko ,·.
151\'ov.
21 Ko\,.
22 Kov.
c. 2 Nov.
2 Nov.
8 Kov.
ea rlv Kov.

i2 Ko\".

73
385
22 o r 24 Oc!.
*O nlv a sin gle hird IJ1 St A ndrcws before 10th X ov. in
spite of · th e large numb er o f r epor t s.
FORTH
hIe of May
2
2 K o\".
3
Fife
Co1il1 s1Jllrgh
2
6
1st wk. Kov.
Elic
2
8
7 Nov.
]),·sart
I
1
8 Kov.
KIrkcald y
9
35
8 Nov.
Lo cho re
1
3
9 K ov.
Crail
12
10 Ko v.
-+
Earlsferry
1
35
c. 11 :\ov.
Ros yth
1
11
13 K ov.
~1ilt o n of Balgo ni e
I
5
16 Nov.
Inverkeithin g
I
2
22 K ov.
Burntisland
1
(5)
'l!) K ov.
An struth e r
I
(5)
- Kov.
Lundin Links
1
(5)
- XOY.
Kinroaa
Milnathort
30
12 K ov.
Clackmannan
Al10a
4
c. 24 Nov.
Perth
Calland er
2
(15)
early Nov.
Stirling
Buchlyvie
3
8
1 Nov.
Stirling
1
9 Kov.
+
Cambuskenneth
I
2
c. 12 Nov.
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Polmont
Grangemouth
Weat Lothian
South Queensferry
Midlothian
Loganlea
Levenhall
Edinburgh
Kirknewton
Eskbank
East Lothian
North Berwick
Gullane
Aberlady
Haddington
Dunbar
East Linton
Dirleton
TWEED
Berwick
Coldingham
Paxton
Duns
Avton
R~ston

Earlston
Greenlaw
Evemouth
Whitchester
Peeblea
Broughton
Selkirk
Galashiels
Selkirk
Roxburgh
Denholm
Gattonside
Heiton
St Boswells
Hawick

1
3

15 Nov.
21 ov.

15

22 Kov.

1
2
12
1
1

7
14
28
(5)
1

2 Nov.
3 Nov.
5 Nov.
- Nov.
6 Jan.

2
1
8
3
3
1
2

22
10
20
16
15
7
4

c. 30 Oct.
31 Oct.
1 Nov.
2 Nov.
10 Nov.
14 Nov.
25 Nov.

81

367

c. 30 Oct.

1
2

3
(5)
15
1
2
40
6
1
1

8
c. 11
16
21
21
21
21
24
13

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Dec.

(5)

-

Nov.

4
1

17
3

6 Nov.
18 Nov.

2
1
1
1
1

(7)
2
2
2
1

3
1
10
1
1
8
1
1
1

c. 21
22
22
23
24

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

39
NORTH.WEST HIGHLANDS
Sutherland
1
Scourie
Ro ..
2
Poolewe
2
U llapool
3
P lockton
1
Gairloch

113

6 Nov.

2

23 Nov.

9
SKYE & INNER HEBRIDES
2
Isle of Canna

30

Nov.

2

31 Oct.

4
15
8
1

1
6
12
16

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
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I sle of Rhum
Scorrybreck, Skye

1
2

4
6

12 Nov.
21 Nov.

5

12

31 Oct.

ARGYLL
Argyll
Ledaig
Ob an
Airds Bay, L. Etive
Co nnel
Tarbe r t
Kilmelford
Appin
Dalmally
I nverinan
Barcaldin e
CLYDE
Bute
Isle of Arran
Millport, Cumbrae
Argyll
Barnacarry
Ardrishaig
St Catherine's
Tighnabruaich
Benmore, Dunoon
Crarae
L ochgilphead
Dunbarton
H elensburgh
Bearsden
Milngavie
Lanark
Glasgow
C hapelton
Biggar
Bur nside, Rutherglen
Renfrew
H o uston
Bridge of Weir
Greenock
Uplawmoor
Gourock
Kilmacolm
Kilbarchan
H owwood
Lochwinnoch
Newton Mearns
Giffnock
Ayr
Girvan
Maidens
P r es twick
Stevenston
Largs
Mauchline

8
1
5
2
5
15
4
1
I
6

2 or 3
6
?early
10
14
17
20
21
22
25

10

48

2 or 3 Nov.

4
1

14
6

I Nov.
1 Nov.

1
2
1
1
1
1

2
7
2
2
1
(10)
3

3
1
1

2
6
1

8

35
2
16
1

I

1
4
1
1

5
1
1
2
4
2
1
1
I
1

5
1
2
1
1
1

5
13
6
1
2
26
11
(5)
(5)
1

(5)
31
1
.)

3
1

30

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
ov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

---

7
11
c. 11
c. 14
19
21
24

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

8 Nov.
9 Nov.
12 Nov.
5
7
22
20

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Feb.

1
c. 1
2
9
11
11
c. 12
mid
mid
20
c. 23

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
N ov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

1
5
c. 5
9
14
17

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
N ov.
Nov.
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Kilmarnock
Ayr

2

~
~

9

Nov.
Nov.

5

62

70

332

-1 NO\·.

6

c. 11 1\0 \'.

1
(5)
15
5
4
1
50

5 Nov.
early Nov.
10 0\'.
c. 15 No\".
16 No\".
early Dec.
12 or 13 Jan.

14
(5)
(70)
6
16
(5)
(5)
(5)
7

7 Nov.
c. 7 Nov.
9 Nov.
16 Nov.
18 Nov.
mid Nov.
mid Nov.
mid Nov.
22 Nov.

36

2~

5 Nov.

Orkney & Shetland
Outer Hebrides
North Coast & Caithness
Moray Basin
Dee
Tav

5
3
6
49

15
3
7
505
112
385

Forth
Tweed
North-west Highlands
Skve & Inne r Hebr ides
Argyll
Clvde
Soiway

81
39

31 Oct.
11 Nov.
25 Oct.
30 Oct.
25 Oct.
22 Oct.
24 Oct.
30 Oct.
6 Nov.
1 Nov.
31 Oct.
3 Nov.
1 Nov.
5 Nov.

SOLWAY
Wigtown
Stranraer
Kirkcudbright
Haugh of Un
Kendoon
Castle Douglas
Kirkcudbright
Dairy
Gatehouse of Fleet
Cardoness
Dumfries
:'10niaive
Tynron
Dumfries
Lochmaben
Caerlaverock
Thornhill
Lockerbie
Annan
Langholm

1
1
3
2

2
1
1
I
I

14
2
2
1
1
1
1

To summarise these details :

28

73

9

5
10

70
36

4114

367
113
30
12

c.
c.
Heard
Seen
c.

48

2 or

332
~

21,49

Heard 22 Oct.
Seen 24 Oct.

THE SCOTTISH ORNITHOLOGISTS' CLUB

OFFICIAL SECTION
CLUB LIBRARY
The Cluh is much indebted to the following members and friends who
have generously donated book s and Journals to the Club Library: T. C.
Cairns, .Iames Fisher, D r Ronald Fairbairn, P. W . G. Gunn, Peter Holt.
John King, Ronald Logan, R. A. MacBride, Derek H. Mills, Dr Ian
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Pcnnie, Ian M. Thomson and A. Dick Wood, Mr and Mrs J. H. B. Monro,
the Misses C. C. Campbel~ Rona Hunter and E. A. Munro, and t he
ature Conservancy. In addition, nearly 200 books were r eceived from
the estate of the late T. Leslie Smith of Dundee. These books have
g reatly increased the scope of the r eference and lending sections of the
Library, and members are reminded that it is possible to borrow duplicate volumes. Anyon e wishing to borrow a book on a specific subject
should consult the Secretary.
Du r ing the winte r, Discussion g roups fo r both Members and Junior
~vr embers were held monthly and were well attended.
J.B.R.C. CONFERENCE
The Junior Bird Recorders' Club (the Junior Br anch of the RS.P.B.)
held a very successful weekend Conference in the Club Library from
8th to 10th April 1960, when approximately twenty members met for
lectures, films and discussion.
CLUB TIE AND BADGE
Members should note that the cost of the Club tie, a crested tit motif
in silver on a blue or g r een background, has now been inc reased to 16/9
post extra. The ties are available at R W. Forsyth Ltd ., Edirrburgh.
The Club badge, a crested tit in silver on blue enamel brooch, is available from the Secretary, price 2/ 6.
ANNUAL CONFERENCE
The thirt ee nth Annual Co nference and twenty-third Annual General
Meeting of the Club will be held in the Marine H otel, North Berwick,
from 28th to 30th October 1960. The Co nference programme will be publi shed in th e next issue of "Scottish Birds," and thi s intimation is g iven
in orde r that members may make reservatio ns at ho tel s in North Berwick in good time. Booking. for the Marine Hotel should be made through
the Secretary, Mr. George Waterston, 21 Regent Terrace, Edinburgh 'I.
Bookings for ALL OTHER HOTELS must be made direct with the
hotel in which you wish to s tay. Owing to the shortage of si ng le room s,
members are urged to make arrangements to share a room with a friend.
Private arrangements mnst be made with your hotel for lunches each
day.
Hotel Accommodation in North Berwick
MARI E HOTEL (Tel. 2406). Special Conference charge: Dinner and
bed on Friday 28th ; breakfast, lunch, Annual Dinner and bed on
Saturday 29th; breakfast and lunch o n Sunday 30th-£4, 15s Od.
DALRYMPLE ARMS HOTEL (Tel. 2969). Bed and Breakfast from 25s.
COUNTY HOTEL, 17 High Street (Tel. 2989). Bed and Breakfast from
21s.
IM PERIAL HOTEL, Quality Street (Tel. 2381). Bed and Breakfast
from 21 s.
BRAMERTON HOTEL, 27 Dirleton Avenue (Tel. 2228) . Bed and Breakfast from 17s 6d.
SEABANK PRIVATE HOTEL, 12 Marine Parade (Tel. 2479). Bed and
Breakfast from 17s 6d.
The above terms are quoted as a guide ONLY, and prices should be confi rm ed.

The Scottish Ornithologists' Club Tie
Illustrated is the OlTicial Club Tie ,
of which R. \V. Forsyth's are the
sole snp pliers. The tie is made
from
Terylene
with
the
bird motif in silver. Blue
or green background.

16/9.

Forsyth's
also provide
:",arm clothing
for bird watchers:
gloves, scarves. underwear, shoes. caps, weatherproof trousers. jerkins,
rainoJats and overcoats.

R. W. FORSYTH
H. W. FOl'syth Ltd. Princes Street Edinburgh

And at Glasgow

BIRDS

AND MAMMALS
OF SHETLAND

L. S. V . and U. M. VenabLes
In this, the fi rst zoological study made by naturalists
resident in Shetland, :\h and :\·[rs Venablcs have
recorded the results of observations made during a
period of eight years. and a thorough study of the
zoological li t erature relating to Shetland.
"This book contains so much of valllable ornithological experience,
succinctly analysed and pleasantly set forth that no naturalist can
aHo rd to be without it."-Scols11lan

404 pages
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