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Bee-eater in Ayrshire 

A Bee-eater was seen by Lt .-Col. G. Borwick at Swindridge 
Muir, near DaIry, Ayrshire, from 14th to 18th May 1968. I 
watched the bird for about two hours on 18th and took the 
following description: 

Forehead from a distance looked yellow, but when closer appeared 
whiter; crown and nape reddish brown; ear coverts, throat and neck 
brilliant yellow, separated from breast by thin black neck band; 
black eyestripe from base of bill to nape; breast, belly and flanks dark 
turquoise; mantle reddish brown; scapulars apricot; lesser and median 
coverts light turquoise; greater and primary coverts reddish brown; 
primaries and secondaries dark turquoise; rump and tail dark tur­
quoise; elongated central tail feathers and long pointed wings very 
noticeable in flight; bill at least as long as head, black, slender, de­
curved at tip; short dark legs; eye reddish. 

The bird spent most of its time perched high in some chest­
nut trees, using this conspicuous vantage point for frequent 
sallies after insects. This is the first Ayrshire record of the 
species. 

D. J. NORDEN. 

Golden Orioles displaying in Kinross-shire 

On the evening of 11th June 1968, while searching for a 
Blackcap's nest in a small plantation near the River Devon, 
about 1t miles east of Dollar, I saw a pair of Golden Orioles. 

The birds first appeared in a fast shallow weaving dive 
which eventually brought them into' a birch tree not more 
than 20 yards from me. I could only see the upper half of 
the male, but his bright yellow head and neck, black wings, 
and black tail with its yellow flashes, made identification 
clear beyond all doubt. The female was slightly obscured by 
the male, but in the evening light her green back and grey 
underside were distinctive, though I did not think that the 
streaking on her breast was as pronounced as some illustra­
tions suggest. Both birds had strong-looking reddish-brown 
bills. 

For a moment or two they sat looking around, and then 
began a very beautiful display. The male began by thrusting 
his head and neck upwards with a twisting motion against 
the side of the female's neck, each stroke taking perhaps 1l 
seconds, with the head turned through about 90° along its 
longitudinal exis. The female's reaction was, at first , little 
more than a gentle rocking sideways of her head. After a 
brief pause the male began again, more vigorously this time, 
and soon the hen was responding fully by thrusting and rota­
ting her head in time with his. Eventually she partially 
opened her bill , but made no sound that I could hear. 
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The display continued for a few seconds more and then 
stopped abruptly as if by mutual consent. The female then 
flew off towards the southeast, the male following shortly 
aftef\wards. 

lAIN C. MUNRO. 

(This is the first record for Kinross. The "fast, shallow 
weaving dive" no doubt refers to the typical aerial courtship­
chasing of this species, as described on p. 83 of vol. 1 of Ban­
nerman's Birds of the British Isles; but in a search of the more 
obvious places we have not found an account of the ensuing 
display described in this note.-ED.) 

Rook hiding food 

On the evening of 20th June 1968 an adult Rook landed on 
our small lawn, marched ' up to a flowerbed, and thrust a 
large beakful of 'food under a rose bush. It then made a 
mound of small clods of earth over the cache, I investigated 
after the bird flew off and found three finger-sized pieces of 
currant bun, 

RONA S. HUNTER. 

(Food hiding by various corvids is described in Brit. Birds 
61: 228-229, 417-418, but there are few records of Rooks show­
ing this habit.-ED,) 

Nutcracker in Shedand 

About 4.30 p.m, on 22nd August 1968 the police telephoned 
to tell me that a brown--and-white bird like a small 'crow was 
outside Lerwick Police Station. I round it in a small elder 
bush in the neighbouring garden, but all I could see through 
the leaves was the tail-dark with a white end-and I won­
dered if it was merely a Collared Dove. Then, as it moved, I 
saw the head side-on, almost as big as a Rook's, with a huge 
bill. Immediately I recognised it as a Nutcracker. 

Hoping the bird would emerge onto a low wall, I focussed 
my camera while my wife approached from the rear of the 
bush. When she was less than six feet from it the bird flew 
forward the necessary yard. I took two pictures before it 
hopped with its large clumsy feet together and flew to a high 
wall. As it took off again it showed white under tail-coverts. 
The short, broad wings carried it straight off in strong flight. 

Next day it was eating a House Sparrow when I found it 
in a thick clump of lupins near the same bush. Another twice 
it actually flew from the same elder, and each time it was 
carrying another House Sparrow. One was entirely eaten. The 
Nutcracker carefully pecked the bird's inside out as it held it 
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in its claws while perc~ed in a sycamore. It also perched on 
low walls and on poles. 

It was about Jackdaw size, but appeared more like an enor­
mous plump Starling with much white about it. The big 
head was chocolate-brown on top, the face mostly white. 
Mantle and breast were brown, with very obvious white 
spots. The wings were blackish with a blue sheen, and the 
tail the same with a green sheen and a broad white band at 
the tip. From behind, the folded wings showed dark like a 
Hooded Crow's. There was a brilliant :white area on the 
under tail-coverts. Bill and legs were black, and both were 
big and clumsy. The eyes were very big and dark. The bird 
did not call. . 

It was not seen after the 23rd. I was successful in getting 
several good photographs of the bird, and some of these are 
reproduced in this issue (plates 16, 19). 

DENNIS COUTI's. 

(This bird, apparently the only one found in Scotland in 
1968, arrived at the beginning of the peak of a rather early 
(but see Brit. Birds 61: 349) and widespread irruption into 
Britain that began on 5th August and brought something ap­
proaching 200 Nutcrackers to England, especially East Anglia 
and Kent. Most were evidently of the usual Slender-billed 
race, the eruptive one, from east Europe and west Asia. The 
scale of arrivals in England is quite unprecedented, about 
twice as many birds as have been recorded in all time before. 
The birds were also recorded all over northern Europe, but 
full details are not yet available (Brit . Birds 61 : 428, 473). 
Only ' three records are given in the Birds of Scotland, and 
there were only six in Britain in the ten years before 1968.­
ED.) 

Blackbird and Wren brooding Blackbird chicks 

M. Jack informed me of a most unusual situation at a Black­
bird's nest he had under observation during 1967. 

On four occasions when he looked at the nest, which was 
in a shrub in his garden, he saw what appeared to be a pair 
of bright eyes peering out from beneath the sitting female. 
On the fifth occasion he investigated, and when the Black­
bird left the nest he found a Wren sitting on five very young 
Blackbird chicks. The female Blackbird seemed to have taken 
all this in her stride, but the Wren was not seen at the nest 
again, though it had almost to be pushed off for the contents 
to . be examined. 

R. J. W. SHAW. 
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Rose-coloured Starlings in Berwickshire, East Lothian and 
the Outer Hebrides 

David Bridgewater told me that he had seen an adult Rose­
coloured Starling feeding with a flock of Starlings in a cut 
hayfield at Edrom Berwickshire, on 29th June 1967. He 
described the bir.:p as having black head, wings and tail, and 
otherwise pink plumage, but he also mentions that it looked 
black-and-white in flight. 

Crawford Smith saw what was probably the same bird 
in the same place on 25th July, with a large flock of Starlings, 
and again on 7th September. 

W. M. LoGAN-HOME. 

On 31st July 1967, and again on 4th August, I saw an adult 
Rose-coloured Starling at Ormiston, East Lothian. It was 
readily identified by its pink plumage and black head, wings 
and tail. P. J. B. Slater. who saw it on 1st August, adds that 
the bird showed a dark line on the scapulars parallel to the 
base of the wings. 

I understand from local residents that this bird had been 
feeding with Starlings in the strawberry fields in this area 
since at least 30th June. Alistair Macdonald reports that it 
was even caught at a nearby aviary, but it escaped again. 
Everybody who saw the bird said it was very tame, and it 
was no doubt an escape. There are many bird fanciers in the 
Tranent area. 

T. FORSYTH. 

I had excellent views of an adult Rose-coloured Starling 
between Back and Gress, near Stornoway, on 2nd August 
1967. It was feeding among cattle in longish machair in com­
pany with two Starlings, and later flew off and landed on the 
back of a grazing cow. The bird was pinkish-rose in colour, 
with black head, tail and wings, showing just a suggestion of 
a crest when perched On the cow. Its behaviour was similar 
to that of the two Starlings in every way. 

LENNOX H. CAMPBELL. 

(These three recolds have been accepted by the Rarities 
Committee, but Rose-coloured Starlings are imported in some 
numbers as cage-birds, and it becomes increasingly difficult 
to know whether any seen in Britain are truly wild birds.­
ED.) 

Arctic Redpolls in Shetland 

On 19th February 1968 at Symbister, Whalsay, during a 
period of prolonged snow, I watched a redpoll feeding on 
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crumbs to within eight feet of my window. I was later able 
to watch it, with and without binoculars, down to four or 
five yards as it moved around between the ground and some 
small bushes. 

It was a typical redpoll, although rather small in size, with 
a crimson forehead and black chin. The underparts were 
whitish, with fine dark streaks on the breast and flanks. The 
head with its whitish eyestripe and the upper back and 
shoulders were very pale, and together with very light, con­
spicuous wing-bars gave the whole bird a 'frosty' appearance 
when at rest. In flight, in perfect light, the wing-bars showed 
as a light area on the open wings, and the white rump was 
very conspicuous. 

On 14th and 19th December 1965, also at Symbister, I 
watched a redpoll feeding within 100 yards of my home. 
Using 12 x 50 binoculars I was able to make notes and com­
pare these with descriptions in the Handbook, and I identified 
this bird as an Arctic Redpoll. It was very similar to the bird 
already described, but had a broader, more pronounced eye­
stripe, and whiter underparts with only a few dark streaks 
on the flanks . This bird seemed a little larger too, and at 
rest the white feathers of the underparts curling over the 
wing-edges gave it a very light appearance, with the wing­
bars less obvious than in the 1968 bird. The white rump was 
again outstanding in flight. 

I am familiar with Redpolls in Shetland-including ;Mealy 
Redpolls-and after examining skins am confident that both 
the birds described above were Arctic Redpolls. 

J . H. SIMPSON. 

(These birds have been accepted by the Rarities Committee 
as showing the characteristics of Arctic Redpolls, which, while 
they have been recorded from Fair Isle a number of times 
in autumn, have rarely been identified elsewhere in Shet­
land.-ED.) 

Recent News 

ANDREW T. ;MACMILLAN 

Edinburgh birds. For a capital city of some 500,000 people, 
Edinburgh can provide unexpectedly exciting bird watching 
within its boundaries. On 24th November a Kingfisher-now 
a rarity in Scotland, though it used to frequent the city­
was found on the Water of Leith. Though it foiled most ob­
servers it was still there nearly two months later. 

Numbers of Great Crested Grebes off Seafield are the largest 
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ili . the country. and there were over 500 at the turn of the 
year. Even higher numbers have been noted (Seot. Birds 3: 
84). _ 

The winter flocks of Scaup at the same place are famous, 
but ;usually much less than the 33,000 birds estiInated by one 
observer on 22nd December or the 28,000 of another a fort­
nig-ht later; such numbers are not readily counted and de­
pend a lot on the state of the sea and how far out the birds 
are. 

Goose counts. From M. A. Ogilvie of the Wildfowl Trust we 
have received a valuable summary of the counts of Grey Lag 
and Pink-footed Geese in Britain on 9th-10th November. There 
were abput 60,000 and 65,000 respectively-all but some 1000 
GreYJags and 10,000 Pinkfeet in Scotland, and some 56,000 
of them in · Perthshire alone. Thoug~ the count of Greylags 
-was ' up, ' there was possibly no great change in the number 
of either species. These figures follow two successive very 
poor breeding seasons. Flocks of Greylags included under 
6% young birds. (the least ever recorded), and flocks of Pink­
feet included about 11i% young birds (also the least ever), 
both following worst-ever percentages in 1967 . 
. . Whooper deaths. After heavy mortality last winter in the 
Blairgowrie and Coupar -Angus area (Seot. Birds 5: 111), 
three- birds, presumably unfit to migrate, spent the summer 
.on the R. Isla. The local flocks of Whooper Swans have not 
exceeded 21 birds this winter, compared with over 100 in the 
three previous years, and there are again signs of something 
wrong with them. 

Osprey deaths. In November 1967 a ringed young Osprey 
from the third Scottish eyrie was recovered in Spain near 
Seville (Scat. Birds 5: 172). From preliminary reports it 
seems that one of the 1968 brood from the same eyrie suffered 
a similar fate at the western end of the Pyrenees in Spain 
just before Christmas. 

Green Sandpiper wintering. On the Bowmont at Yetholm a 
Green Sandpiper was present into 1969. Its behaviour was 
markedly different from that of autumn migrants in the area. 
When flushed it tended to zig-zag away low and pitch l?ack 
into cover like a Jack Snipe (ef. Handbook). Probably a very 
few winter in Scotland each year, especially in Berwickshire, 
but recent news is lacking about the Duns area, for which 
there was a good series of records (e.g. Seot. Birds 2: 42, 264). 

Irruption species. A few more reports of Waxwings, including 
a suggestion of a very small arrival at the very end of Octo­
ber and in early November, are all that have been notified 
so far. Further reports of Northern Great Spotted Woodpeckers 
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have come in, and in December a few of these were still to 
be found in Orkney and Caithness. 

Reviews 

Galapagos: Island of Birds. By [J.] Bryan Nelson. Foreword by H.R.H . 
. The Duke of Edinburgh. London, Longmans, 1968. Pp.xxii + 338; 
map, 24 plates (57 photographs) and 56 line drawings. 22 x 15 cm. 
50/-. 

Islands always fascinate, and remote islands fascinate absolutely. Add 
to this a particularly interesting fauna, and the visits of Darwin more 
than a century ago, and the Galapagos archipelago becomes irresistible 
to naturalists. 

When they came to the Galapagos Bryan Nelson and his wife June 
were no strangers to island life, having spent much of three years on 
the Bass Rock in the Firth of Forth studying Gannets. The team .that 
solved problems of living and working on the Bass also solved the 
infinitely greater problems of living on a waterless, uninhabited, lava 
island in the tropics. 

This book is an account of the behavioural and other adaptations of 
boobies, a frigate bird and an albatross to the particular problems that 
face them in surviving in a surprisingly variable environment. Other 
creatures, iguanas, sea lions and owls are discussed for good measure. 
Here and there through the book, but probably not enough for many 
people, the author writes of life on a desert island--of a home-made 
still that supplied up to one gallon of fresh water per day from the 
Pacific; of the irksomeness of routine jobs about the camp; of periodic 
severe depression; of the need for other people (not too far away and 
not too near either). Despite discussions about the need for other human 
company, when it came to the bit and a strange craft bore down on 
their solitude, they found it difficult sometimes not to disappear into the 
booby colony and avoid a meeting, a feeling that Fraser Darling ad­
mits to when he lived on Priest Island. 

The prime reason for the visit was to study the behaviour of seabirds, 
particularly boobies. It is always rewarding to work with a group of 
related species because then differences and similarities in behaviour 
becomes mote meaningful. So it is with Dr Nelson's observations on dis­
play, ne~ting success and feeding methods. The offshore feeders lay 
small clutches, and this is correlated with the need to transport food 
long distances; in contrast, the Blue-footed Booby lays 2 or 3 eggs and 
rears 2 or 3 young, because it has evolved a means of feeding in an 
inshore niche not used by other seabirds. 

Dr Nelson tries on the whole to fit clutch size and .brood size into 
the orthodox mould, namely that clutch size corresponds to the largest 
number of young that the parents can rear. This works well for some 
but less well for others; . the Gannet on the Bass can rear two young 
successfully, but lays only one egg. The White Booby lays two eggs, and 
hatches both; but one young always kills the other not long after 
hatching, achieving, as the author says, a correspondence of brood size 
with. · food supply in anticipation of food shortage. Does this mean that 
aggressiveness in nestlings is selected for? More discussion would have 
been · welcome. 

Dr Nelson also compares two general approaches to field studies. 
First, there is the fellow who has a hunch and tries to demonstrate its 
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correctness. This the author suggests is fine if the hunch is correct. But 
surely 'hunch' is the same as hypothesis, and if a hypothesis is refuted 
one learns something. The second approach, followed by perhaps 80 
per cent of field workers, including Or Nelson, is to gather a lot of 
information and later to try and make some sense of it. He claims that 
this is a "fairly safe" way. It can be, but it is also fraught with dangers, 
for, since nature is complex, there will always be several explanations 
and no means of distinguishing the correct one. In fact the various ex­
planations provide hypotheses which should then be tested. 

This aside Galapagos : Island of Birds will be enjoyed by amateur and 
professional ornithologist alike for the wealth of behaviour description 
and biological information it gives and for the many excellent line draw­
ings and photographs that illustrate it. If the study raises more problems 
than it solves, what better comment could one have on one's research? 

J . o. LOCKIE. 

Highland Year. By L. MacNally. London, Phoenix House, 1968. pp. viii 
+ 117; 32 plates (83 black-and-white photographs). 21! x 14 cm. 
36/-. 

This is a book the reader will go back to many times. Every page 
bristles with action and it is so painstakingly conveyed to us by means 
of the camera. The pictures should be studied prior to a first reading. 
They are diagrams and blueprints to the whole Highland landscape of 
deer, eagle and fox, with badger, Raven and the detested "Hoodie" tak­
ing their place along the fringe. There is, most of all, a natural quality 
in Lea MacNally's pictures. Not for him the hurried dramatic flight from 
nest or scurry from cover. 

There is nothing verbose in the story. The months unfold in chrono­
logical fashion, while bird and mammal go about their business. The 
reader "drops in" on so many interesting little episodes. Man becomes 
a "peeping Tom." 

Here then is a diary; the dates are with nature. 
Most of all it is a story, told by a man who lives and works within 

sight of Loch Ness and Beinn Tee; behind him the Corrieyairack, General 
Wade's Road and the Monadhliaths. 

Lea MacNally: 42 years of age, with more than 20 years of recorded 
field study-and yet the book is the antithesis of dogmatic generalisation. 

This is not to say the book is not full of careful opinion: "It is a very 
dilatory or unobservant stalker who will let slip this entirelx odious 
bird before she is successful in propagating her rascally race. ' A text 
book; a book for the animal and bird lover; MacNally points the way 
to simple, easily-affordable nature conservancy. Birds and animals in­
volved together, with man intervening in the slightest possible fashion, 
in an effort to redress, where nature, for a time, has given free rein to 
the powers of production. 

Lea MacNally's problems and his love of nature run hand in hand, 
as when he says : "Perhaps we should be thankful however; for if the 
roe rut and the red deer rut coincided one would not be able to enjoy 
the interest of both, whereas now this is possible. It is most unlikely, 
however, that this was taken into account when the universal scheme of 
things came into being, and so the puzzle remains." Highland Year it­
self is no puzzle. I hope it is the introduction to a Highland series. For 
too long this type of story has been written, expertly and efficiently, by 
marauding amateurs. We must welcome this study of Highland life by 
one of the resident professionals. 

J. EUNSON. 
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Letter 
SIR, 

Golden Eagle calling 

I was very interested to read Ian M. MacLean's account of 
a Golden Eagle calling in North Harris in April 1968 (Scot. 
Birds 5: 173). 

On 22nd April 1965 I was looking for an eyrie in Mull when 
two eagles, an adult and an immature, appeared from behind 
a hill, soaring together and rolling and scrapping with talons 
lowered for much of the time. They were soon joined by a 
second adult and all three soared higher in widening circles 
until I lost them behind another hill. Shortly afterwards the 
adults returned and sailed slowly overhead until they were 
out of sight behind yet another hill. Throughout the whole 
of this action I heard repeated calling of the kind described 
by Mr MacLean-my notes refer to the calls as resembling 
the barking of a Great Black-backed Gull. I was uncertain 
how many birds were calling, but had the distinct impres­
sion that both adults were doing so and suspected that they 
were chasing off the immature bird. 

I have mentioned this matter to several other observers 
who are familiar with eagles, and while most of them have 
heard birds calling in this way they all agree that it lis an 
uncommon occurrence. 

MICHAEL J. EVERE'IT. 

(Mrs I. Rainier writes that in Perthshire in 1933 she saw 
two Hooded Crows drive a Golden Eagle from a Scots pine. 
As it left the tree and flew across the glen out of sight it 
called for about a minute with dog-like barks. Of the many 
eagles that she has seen this was the only one heard calling. 
Seton Gardon records that the eagle is usually silent "but in 
the excitement of courtship it sometimes utters a shrill 
yelping cry which can be heard at a distance of a mile or 
more" (Birds 2 : 144).-ED.) 

The Scottish Ornithologists' Oub 

SUMMER EXCURSIONS 

Important Notes 
1. Members may attend excursions of any Branch in addition to those 

arranged by the Branch they attend regularly. 
2. Where transport is by private cars please inform the organisers 

if you can bring a car and how many spare seats are available. All pet­
rol expenses will be shared. 

3. Please inform the organiser in good time if you are prevented from 
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attending an excursion where special hire of boats or buses is involved. 
Failure to turn up may mean you are asked to pay for the place to avoid 
additional expense for the rest of the party. 

4. Please bring meals as indicated (in brackets) below. 

ABERDEEN 
For all excursions, please notify Miss F. Greig, 9 Ashgrove Road, 

Aberdeen (tel. 40241, Ext. Old Aberdeen 342, 9 a .m.-5 p.m.) one week 
in advance. 
Sunday 24th August. YTHAN ESTUARY AND LOCHS. Meet Culterty 

10.30 a .m. (lunch). 
Sunday 19th October. LOCH STRATHBEG (lunch). 

AYR 
Saturday 26th April. CULZEAN CASTLE, MA YBOLE (by kind permis­

sion of the National Trust for Scotland). Leader: S. L. Hunter. Meet 
Wellington Square, Ayr, 2 p.m. or car park, Culzean Castle, 2.30 p.m. 
(tea). 

Sunday 25th May. HORSE ISLAND, ARDROSSAN (by kind permission 
of the RSPB). Leader: T. B. Kay. Meet Wellington Square, Ayr, 1 p.m. 
(tea). Boat fare Ss. There will be a maximum of 11 passengers and 
members must contact Dr M. E. Castle, 9 Finlas Avenue, Ayr (tel. 
Alloway 41828), at least 7 days before the excursion. 

Saturday 14th June. BALLANTRAE AND GLENAPP ESTATES (by kind 
permission of the Earl of Inchcape). Leader : R. C. Walls. Meet Wel­
lington Square, Ayr, 10 a .m . (lunch and tea). 

Wednesday 18th June. AUCHINCRUIVE ESTATE (by kind permission 
of the Principal, West of Scotland Agricultural College) . Leader : Dr 
M. E. Castle. Meet on drive near bus shelter at main gates of College 
on the Mauchline road 7 p.m. prompt. 

Saturday 23rd August. ABERLADY BAY AND BASS ROCK (by kind 
permission of Sir Hew Hamilton-Dalrymple) . Leader: A. G. Stewart. 
Meet Wellington Square, Ayr, 10 a.m. and sail from North Berwick 
5 p.m. Cost approx. £1 . This will be a long excursion (lunch and tea). 
Members must book seats at least 7 days before the excursion by con­
tacting Dr M. E. Castle (address above). 

Sunday 14th September. BARASSIE. Leader : Dr J . Begg. Meet Welling­
ton Square, Ayr, 1.30 p.m. or the Gas Works, Barassie, 2 p.m. 

DUMFRIES 
Saturday 31st May. DALSCAIRTH AND KIRKCONNEL WOODS AND 

MERSE. Leaders : B. S. Turner and J . G. Young. Meet Ewart Library, 
Dumfries, 4 p.m. 

Sunday 22nd June. SOUTH KIRKCUDBRIGHTSHIRE. Leader: A. D. 
Watson. Visit to a map square to search for breeding birds for the 
BTO Atlas project. Meet Ewart Library, Dumfries, 1.30 p.m. 

Sunday 5th October. HOLY ISLAND AND BUDLE BAY. Leader : R. T. 
Smith. Meet Ewart Library, Dumfries, 9.30 a.m. Own transport ar­
rangements . 

DUNDEE 
All excursions by private cars, leaving City Square, Dundee 9 a.m. 

except for 16th/19th May and 29th June. Details for these should be 
obtained from the Branch Secretary, Miss J . Stirling, 21 Johnston 
Avenue, Dundee. 
Friday 16th to Monday 19th May. WHlTEBRIDGE HOTEL, INVERNESS­

SHIRE. Weekend excursion. 
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Sunday 1st June. KINNAIRD ESTATE (subject to permission from the 
Earl of Inchcape). 

Sunday 29th June. ISLE OF MAY. 
Sunday 20th July. LOCH ORDIE AREA. 
Sunday 24th August. MONTROSE BASIN. 
Sunday 21st September. EDEN ESTUARY. 

EDINBURGH 

Saturday 3rd May. ABERLADY BAY NATURE RESERVE (spring mig­
rants). Leader: K. S. Macgregor. Meet Timber Bridge 2.30 p.m. (tea). 

Saturday lOth May. WESTWATER RESERVOIR, WEST LINTON. Joint 
excursion with the Scottish Wildlife Trust. Leader: W. Brotherston. 
Meet Gordon Arms Hotel, West Linton, 2.30 p.m. (tea). 

Sunday 25th May. THE HlRSEL, COLDSTREAM (by kind permission 
of Sir AJec Douglas-Home). Excursion by private cars, leaving Edin­
burgh from square behind National Gallery 10.30 a .m. for Hirsel at 
12 noon (lunch and tea). Applications by 17th May to J. A. Stewart, 
109 Greenbank Crescent, Edinburgh 10 (te!. 031-447 4210), stating 
number of seats required or available. 

Sunday 8th June. ST ABBS HEAD. Joint excursion with the Scottish 
Wildlife Trust. Leader: David Grant. Excursion by private cars meet­
ing St Abbs 1 p.m. (lunch and tea). Applications by 24th May to 
David Grant, Hawkslee Farm, Newtown St Boswells (te!. St Boswells 
2209), stating number of seats required or available. 

Saturday 14th June. ISLE OF MAY (numbers limited to 24). Leader: 
Alastair Macdonald. Excursion by prIvate cars. Boats leave West Pier, 
Anstruther, 11 a .m. prompt, returnmg by 6 p.m. (lunch and tea). Cost 
of boat approx. 15s. Applications by 6th June to J. A. Stewart (address 
above) stating number of seats required or available. 

Saturday 12th JUly. BASS ROCK (by kind permission of Sir Hew Ham­
ilton-Ualrymple). Leader: J. H. B. Munro. Numbers limited to 60. 
Boat leaves North Berwick Harbour 2.:10 p.m. returning about 7 p.m. 
(tea). Tickets, a'pprox. 12s, will be purchased on the boat. Applications 
by 28th June to Mrs J. H. B. Munro, 9 Capelaw Road, Edinburgh 13 
(te!. 031-441 2381). 

Saturday 13th September. ABERLADY BAY NATURE RESERVE (aut­
umn migrants). Leader : K. S. Macgregor. Arrangements as for 3rd 
May. 

GLASGOW 

Saturday 17th May. SQUARE NN 31, HEAD OF LOCH LOMOND. Sur­
vey of area for BTO Ornithological Atlas project. Applications by 1st 
May to local organiser: J. Mitchell, Dubhaniel, Gartocharn, near Alex­
andria. Please state if spare car seats available. 

Saturday 31st May. AILSA CRAIG. Applications by 15th May to Mrs 
Draper, 6 Southview Drive, Blanefield, by Glasgow. 

Saturday 7th June. LITTLE CUMBRAE (by kind permission of Little 
Cumbrae Estates Ltd). Applications by 24th May to Mrs Draper (ad­
dress above). 

Wednesday 18th June (6.30 pm.) and Saturday 28th June (2.30 p.m.) 
HORSE ISLAND (by kind permission of the RSPB). Applications by 
1st June to Mrs Draper (address above). 

Saturday 5th July. BASS ROCK (by kind permission of Sir Hew Hamil­
ton-Dalrymple). Numbers limited to 12 per boat. Boats leave North 
Berwick Harbour 12 noon, returning approx. 6 p.m. (tea). Applications 
by 20th June to Mrs Draper (address above). 
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INVERNESS 
Saturday 3rd May. MUNLOCHY BAY HERONRY. Leave Ness Bank 

Church, Riverside, Inverness, 2 p.m.; North Kessock 2.30 p.m. 
Sunday 11th May. INVERLAEL FOREST, LOCH BROOM, ULLAPOOL 

(by kind permission of Mr H. A. Maxwell, Forestry Commission). 
Leave Station Square, Inverness, 9.45 a.m. 

Sunday 1st June. SPEYSIDE, CAIRNGORMS. Leave Station Square, 
Inverness, 10 a.m. 

Sunday 15th June. SOUTH SUTOR, CROMARTY. Seabird Census. 
Leader: C. G. Headlam. Leave Station Square, Inverness, 10 a.m. 

ST ANDREWS 
Applications, not later than one week before each excursion, to Miss 

M. M. Spires, 4 Kinburn Place, St Andrews (tel. 523). Bring picnic meals. 
Sunday 18th May. ST SERF'S ISLAND, LOCH LEVEN (by kind per­

mission of the Nature Conservancy). Numbers limited. Leave Kinross 
Pier 11 a.m. . 

Saturday 24th May. KILCONQUHAR LOCH. Meet North Lodge 2 Q.m. 
Saturday 7th June. ARBROATH CLIFFS. Cars leave St Andrews Bus 

Station 1.30 p.m. 
Sunday 15th June. GLEN ESK. Cars leave St Andrews 9.30 a.m. 
Saturday 5th July. TENTSMUIR. Cars leave St Andrews 2 p.m. 

STIRLING 

For details of excursions apply to Branch Secretary, T. D. H. Merrie, 
West Faerwood, Stirling Road, Dollar, Clackmannanshire. 

GLASGOW BRANCH ANNUAL DINNER 

The Annual Dinner of the Glasgow Branch will be held in the new 
University Refectory, Hillhead, Glasgow, on Friday 28th March 1969 at 
7.30 for 8 p.m. Tickets, 27/6 (inclusive of a glass of sherry and a glass 
of wine), obtainable from the Branch Secretary, Mrs Draper, 6 South­
view Drive, Blanefield, by Glasgow. Guest of honour: Mr C. K. Mylne. 

EDINBURGH BRANCH ANNUAL DINNER 

The Annual Dinner of the Edinburgh Branch will be held in the 
Ettrick Hotel, Ettrick Road, Edinburgh 10, on Monday 14th April 1969 
at 7 for 7.30 p.m. Tickets, 26s, obtainable from John Murray, 127 March­
mont Road, Edinburgh 9, by 30th March. Numbers limited to 70. 

GLASGOW BRANCH-CHANGE OF LECfURE DATE IN APRIL 

Will Glasgow members please note that as Monday 7th April is a pub­
lic holiday the Branch lecture to be given by Mr D. R. Saunders will 
now be on Thursday lOth April instead. The place and time will be the 
same as before. 



RSPB 
fTo Protect and ConseM'e' 

The RSPB now maintains 10 Reserves in Scotland and employs 
regional representatives in Shetland, Orkney and Speyside. 
BUT MUCH REMAINS TO BE DONE-WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT 

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 
17 Regent Terrace, Edinburgh 7 Tel. 031· 556 5624 
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SUTHERLAND 
ARMS HOTEL 

GOLSPIE 
SUTHERLAND 

SCOTLAND 

Telephone: Golspie 216 

Situated on the main North 
Road near the sea, Golspie 
offers invigorating open air 
holidays to all. 

In addition to its unique 
golf course, it has fine loch 
fishings, sea bathing, tennis, 
bowls, hill climbing, unrival­
led scenery, including inex­
haustible subjects for the 
field sketcher and artist and 
is an ornithologist's paradise. 
It is, indeed, impossible to 
find elsewhere so many nat­
ural amen ties in so small a 
compass. 

The astonishing diversity 
of bird life in the vicinity 
has been well known to or­
nithologists for many years, 
but it is still possible to 
make surprising discoveries 
in Sutherland. 

The Hotel is fully modern, 
but retains its old world 
charm of other days, and en­
joys a wide renown for its 
comfort and fine cuisine. 

Fully descriptive broch­
ures, including birdwatching, 
will gladly be forwarded on 
request. Central Heating. 

Proprietor, Mrs F. HEXLEY 

A.A. R.A.C. R.S.A.C. 

Garage & Lock-ups available 

THE BOAT 
HOTEL 

* 
Set amidst mountain and moor­

land scenery, the Boat Hotel, with 
its reputation for comfort and good 
food, is an ideal centre for study­
ing birds-the Ospreys at Loch 
Garten are only three miles away, 
and this is the country for Crested 
Tit, Crossbill, Capercaillie and much 
besides. Also ideal for photography, 
fishing and climbing. IS-hole golf 
course 2 minutes from hotel. Per­
mits available for the river Spey. 
Under ownership of Mr and Mrs 
lames Harris. Reduced rates for 
children when sharing room. 

Do 

BOAT OF GARTEN 
Inverneu-ahire 

you want 
to help • • • 

Do you want to help the s.o.e. 
and your own firm at the same 
time? An advertisement for a 
space this size costs only £2. If we 
can fill every end page with a paid 
advertisement each time the rev­
enue meets an appreciable propor­
tion of publication costs-and the 
advertisements in a paper that 
reaches just about every bird­
watcher in Scotland cannot fail TO 
benefit the advertiser. 

Please contact the business 
editor, T. C. Smout, 19 South Gills­
land Road, Edinburgh 10 for de­
tails. No obligation. 

. .. HELP US BY HELPING 
YOURSELF 



The Scottish Field Studies Association 
KINDROGAN FIELD CENTRE 

Kindrogan provides comfortable accommodation, class-rooms and 
laboratories. Situated in Strathardle, 16 miles north of Blairgowrie 
and 9 miles south-east of Pitlochry, it affords excellent opportunities 
for all aspects of Field Studies in the Scottish Highlands. 

The standard weekly charge is £12, 10s. Members of Local Natural 
History groups or Scientific Societies may be eligible for bursaries valued 
at £3 made available by the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust. 

The programme for 1969 includes courses for adults in a variety of 
subjects including :-

Birds 
Archaeology 
Bryophytes 
Conservation 
Field Botany for Amateurs 
Flowerless Plants 
Forestry 
Freshwater Ecology 
Fungi 

Highland Natural History 
Insects 
Landscape Painting 
Mammals 
Mountain Flora 
Mountain and Moorland Ecology 
Natural History Photography 
Rocks and Minerals 
Wild Flowers 

All applications and enquiries and requests for programmes should 
be addressed to the Warden, Kindrogan Field Centre, Enochdhu, 
Blairgowrie, Perthshire. 

YOU NEED NOT PAY HIGH PRICES FOR YOUR 

NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS .. 

The following paperbacks feature in our current range : 

Bird Migration, by D. R. Griffin . .. .. . .. . 
Bird Navigation, by G. V. T. Matthews ..................... . 

Heinemann, 8/6 
. ...... 15/-

On Aggression, by Konrad Lorenz ........ ...... . . ....... . . 10/6 
Courtship Habits of the Great Crested Grebe, by J. Huxley ......... 7/6 
Dictionary of Biology, by Abercrombie, Hickman & Johnson. Penguin, 4/­
Social Behaviour in Animals, by Niko Tinbergen. 

Science Paperbacks, 10/6 
Animal Ecology, by Charles Elton ...... . ....... Science Paperbacks, 1316 

Territory in Bird Life, by E. Howard ... .... . ... . . . .... . .. Fontana, 7/6 
Bird Display and Behaviour, by E. Armstrong ..... . .. .. ........ Dover, 24/-
Fundamentals of Ornithology, by Van Tyne and Berger. 

Science Editions, 27/-

THE S.O.C. BIRD BOOKSHOP, 21 Regent Terrace, Edin. 7. 



WHICH 
BINOCULAR? 

.Since the turn of the century we have 

· ·been a family business of binocular 

specialists and telescope makers, 

and consequently feel qualified to 

advise on the right choice of instru­

ments. Moreover you can be sure 

that any instrument purchased from 

us nas undergone stringent alignment 

and other tests in our own workshops. 

Mr Frank's popular book on how to 

choose and use binoculars is avail­

able at 20p incl. postage. 

Top prices 
offered In 
part exchange 

145 QUEEN STREET: GLASGOW 
TEL. 041 - 221 6666 

We stock all makes, but one binocular 

which we can particularly recommend 

is the Frank/Nipole 8 x 30 which, 

complete with case costs only £12.50. 

Not only do we ourselves recommend 

this binocular, it also carries a 

strong recommendation from The 

Royal Society for the Protection of 

Birds, and each glass carries the 

seal of approval of the Game Conser­

vacany. Our Free 42 page catalogue 

illustrates hundreds of Binoculars & 

Telescopes including the larger 10 x 50 

model at £16.50 and the 9 x 63 at 

£30. 

FREE COMPARISON TEST 
Test any Frank/ Nipole binocular free 

for 7 days. Should you decide, how­

ever, on a binocular other than the 

Frank/Nipole make, we can promise 

a substantial price reduction at least 

equalling any other offer which you 

may bring to our notice, This offer 

also applies to Telescopes. 


